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MEETING MINUTES 

 

ATTENDEES:  Tim Budelman, Hope Kramer, Kelly Marks, Bruce McVean, John Hayes, James 
Draznin, Mark Nakajima, Howard Sullivan, Guy Storms, Don Jones, George Cress 

CITY STAFF:  Jeffrey King, Cassi Bergstrom, Intern from PSU 

 

ALSO ATTENDING:  Dick Stenson, Jim Fleming from Pacific University, Cobb Hudjohn from 
H&H Outfitters, Elena Uhing from City Council 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:   
The meeting was called to order at 12:12 p.m. by EDC Chair Tim Budelman. 
 

2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATION:  
None. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF APRIL 2, 2015 SUMMARY MINUTES: 
Howard Sullivan moved to accept the meeting minutes as presented.  Kelly Marks 
seconded the motion.  The minutes passed unanimously. 
 

4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS & STAFF SUMMARY: 
Jeff gave the following update on Staff Summary: 
Last week was the celebration for Chaucer Foods, and currently have employed 93 
employees. Mr. Cress gave update on their impressive power use. The Light & Power 
department will be monitoring their power use closely. They are almost at capacity now, 
and plan on additional plan expansion inside the footprint of the building. New Seasons 
is currently cold storing 4.5 million tons for Chaucer. The city is pleased and looks 
forward to the future expansion benefiting the community. Mr. McVean brought up the 
issue of parking on the streets. The parking has been a challenge because of the 
sudden growth but they are working on resolving the issue. 
Times Litho site has entered into exclusive talks with Tokola properties. Potential is for a 
three-four floor mixed use, urban living apartments and retail on the first. Project should 
act as a catalyst for sites around it. 
Progress is continuing on  Washington County consortium project CET Grant to assess 
some of Forest Grove’s industrial sites. Five sites are being assessed: the Henningson 
site, Woodfold-Marco land (2), Kerr-Woodburn site and the Hale Hayworth site. The 
intent of this project is to identify barriers to opportunity, infrastructure cost and the what 
are the market opportunties. Also looks at the potential footprints or building 
configurations. It will help Forest Grove in terms of marketing to be proactive in the 
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needs of future development. Ultimate goal being how do we get these more towards 
being developed, generating jobs and property taxes. The final study is expected in 
June. Ms. Uhing made comment that shovel-ready sites are a draw to the community. 
Mr. Budelman asked if the state will provide a guarantee on how long will be certified to 
be shovel-ready? Mr. King responded in saying that the certification does expire after a 
certain point in time due to the evolving issues but it can re renewed with updated 
information. The study will identify issues so there are not surprises.  
 

5. BUSINESS: 
A. McMENAMIN’S -HOST UPDATE: 

Jeff King gave the update that the McMenamin’s general manager, Zach, is taking an 
opportunity elsewhere. The new manager is Jennifer Prickett. 
 

B.  FOREST GROVE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE: 
Howard Sullivan updated the board on the following: 
A new Visitor’s Guide is being printed. It will point out the things we appreciate in 
western Washington County. When printed, he will bring to the next EDC meeting. 
Forest Grove High School is having a fundraiser put on by Doherty Ford called Test 
Drive a Ford. For each vehicle test driven, Ford will donate money in support of the 
school up to $6,000. 
 

C. BUSINESS INCENTIVE PROGRAM-REAUTHORIZATION STATUS: 
Mr. King explained that the Business Incentive Program is for business owners that 
occupy a vacant site. The city will incentivize by waiving the business license fee, 
sign permits and reduce the building permit up to $5,000. Should we renew this? 
Mostly used for very small business. Three incentives were utilized in 2015 to date, 
and three were utilized in 2014. It is a very minor cost to the city and is used as a tool 
to show the city is business friendly. Does it make a difference? Seems to have more 
value on marketing side. Mr. Hayes made comment that vacant store fronts are not a 
good thing. Anything se can do to fill stores we should do. Mr. Budelman stated that 
an incentive, even a small amount, is good. Ms. Marks commented that marketing 
value is the point. Ms. Kramer went onto say the smaller the business, it helps 
financially so it is important. 
Mr. Hugdohn (owner of H&H Outfitters, a fly fishing apparel company) spoke from his 
experience as coming into Forest Grove as a new business. He did not take 
advantage of the program, mainly because he did not know about it, but they chose 
Forest Grove because they were welcoming, nice and not prohibiting. Anything that 
extends that out should be welcomed. It would be helpful to have a simple list of 
opening a business and facts in Forest Grove. Liaison’s in different cities would call 
to try and lure in businesses. Mr. King spoke on the different forms of information we 
have available on the website and hard copy for new business owners. Ms. Uhing 
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suggested an ambassador or subcommittee to be created in order to help guide 
business owners in Forest Grove.  
Mr. Hayes made the motion to keep the Business Incentive Program, Mr. Jones 
seconded. All in favor. 
 

D. EDC STRATEGIC PLAN & SUBCOMMITTEES UPDATE FINALIZATION: 
Mr. King reiterated the four pieces:  
1. Mission Plan;  
2. Strategic Plan;  
3. Work Plan-Appendices, and  
4. Creation of the Subcommittees.  
Will start by addressing the question around the Ambassadors. Ms. Uhing gave 
comment that an ambassador core is needed so that when a new business comes 
in, and Ambassador can be sent with a packet to begin advocating and educating 
business owners. Mr. Sullivan spoke on the greeter group at the Chamber that 
reports out every month. He gave the example of TJ walking by H&H and went in 
and started chatting with the owners.  
Mr. King talked about another subset of EDC, for example if it is a manufacturer they 
may want to talk to another manufacturer. Does the ambassador group become the 
whole EDC or is it representative of certain sectors in a smaller unit? Ms. Uhing 
replied that all of EDC will be the ambassador group to support Jeff, but there will be 
subsets for particular business types. Having base information is a power tool and 
resources to talk fluently. The resources are available on the website, and Ms. 
Kramer made the suggestion that we need to go through the resources online 
together at the next EDC meeting so everyone is aware of what resources are 
available online. The personal stories of business owners are the ones who attract 
other business owners to the city. Ambassadors, who are not hired by the city, will be 
beneficial to speaking with potential business owners, telling their personal stories 
and answering their questions.  Mr. Hudjohn made the suggestion of simplifying the 
website. A single click makes a difference, along with simple forms. Mr. King went on 
to say that the main part is the ongoing relationship with the business owners.  
Ms. Kramer began the discussion of what to call Ambassadors and their job 
descriptions. Mr. Sullivan was willing to change his Ambassadors to be called New 
Greeters so that EDC can call their committee the Ambassadors. The motion was 
made to create a separate identifier labeled Ambassador as a Special 
Committee as a whole, and all EDC members will be an Ambassador to future, 
potential business owners of Forest Grove. Howard Sullivan moved to accept 
the motion as presented, John Hayes seconded. All in favor. A future EDC 
Ambassador training will be scheduled for a future meeting. 
 

E. TOURISM SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT: 
None. 



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
THURSDAY May 7, 2015 

McMENAMIN’S GRAND LODGE – ALICE INKELY ROOM 
PAGE 4   

 
 
 
 

6. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Ms. Uhing gave the following update: 
The City Manager application deadline is now closed. Now into the next stage of the 
advisory committee. May 22 is scheduled as council to be with the applicants for most of 
the day, and then it will go to the public interview phase. 
First Wednesday was this Wednesday, and the market will continue to grow in 
attendance throughout the summer. 
May 9 is the city Shred Day 
May 17 is Thatcher Park community sundial dedication at 2pm. 
May 20 is the Rotary steak feed at Pacific University. Howard Sullivan has tickets for 
$16/person.  
May 26 Council changed the meeting day because of the holiday. 
May 29 CEEP apps due to city by 5pm. June 11 are the presentations will be held in the 
Auditorium. June 22 CEEP Advisory Committee has 8 members and will meet to do a 
final push of who and how much. July 1 the CEEP grant will be awarded. 
Budget process began April 16, and have 4 meetings on the books, generally done in 3 
meetings. Everybody is welcome to come to the meetings. 
Watershed review is done, and tree harvesting planned for next year has been 
discussed but not adopted yet.  
Water rate study by the Council is done. They have come forward with an opinion that is 
not formally finalized by the council. 
WCCCA is in the process of redoing all the communication systems as required by 
federal law. Oregon must upgrade all systems, and some shocking numbers have come 
back to be able to become up to the federal and homeland security guidelines. Looking 
at ways to fund. All communication systems throughout the United States have to be on 
the same communication lines. 
Historic Landmarks came forward with their first public hearing and first greeting. 
Plastic Bag Ban discussion was appreciated and will be forwarding on to council for their 
toolbox. 
Medical Marijuana policy was voted and finalized last Monday night. The group went to 
facilities in Portland and became very educated on how other facilities are ran. It was a 
fantastic experience and changed some opinions on the medical marijuana vs. 
recreational marijuana front. July 1st is when it will go into place. 
WEA Land Use Committee was interesting. An survey came out on metro and the 
manipulation of data was taken issue with. 
Westside Mayors-Meet Your Mayors was fun, entertaining, inspiring morning. Heard 
from several local mayors and their concerns in their areas. 
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7. STAFF & BOARD MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS: 

None. 
 

8. ANNOUNCMENT OF NEXT MEETING: 
Jeff King announced that the next meeting of the EDC will be on Thursday, June 4 at 
12:00 noon in the Alice Inkley Room at McMenamin’s Grand Lodge. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mark Nakajima, James Draznin 
seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 

Approved by the Forest Grove Economic Development Commission: 

 

Date:          ,   

Signed:______________________________________________________ 
    EDC Chair 
   


