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MEETING MINUTES

Attendees:  George Cress, Don Jones, Guy Storms, Mark Frandsen, Stephen Lach, Eduardo Corona, Elena Uhing, Jeff King, Mark Nakajima, Bruce McVeen, Hope Kraemer, Kelly Marks

City Staff:  Michael Sykes, Mayor Pete Truax

Also Attending:  Michael Williams, Business Development Officer w/ Business Oregon

1.  Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order @ 12:14 p.m. by EDC Co-Chair Don Jones.

2.  Citizen Communications:

None.

3.  Approval of EDC Meeting Minutes from December 6th, 2012:

Mark Frandsen moved to accept the meeting minutes as presented.  Bruce McVeen seconded the motion.  The minutes passed unanimously.

4.  Additions / Deletions & Staff Summary:

Jeff King said that the owners of Prime Time Restaurant now has all of the required building permits that they need, and is under full construction.  They estimate that the building should be complete in three to five months.  Jeff also said that PASCOR is moving along with the expansion to their manufacturing site, which when finished, will add more jobs to the site.  Also, Old Trapper is working on a $500,000 expansion which will also add more local jobs.
5.  Business:

A.  McMenamin’s Host Update:

Clyde Fulkerson stopped by the meeting to say hello and to wish everyone a Happy New Year.  He said that his New Year’s Resolution is to attend more EDC Meetings in the upcoming year.  ( 

B.  EDC Board Openings Status

Jeff King stated that due to his busy schedule and the amount of travelling that he is required to do, that Rudy Marchesi of Montinore Vineyards has relinquished his spot on the EDC.  This leaves an opening in the area of “Small Manufacturing / Wineries”.  Jeff said there is an opening in the area of “Downtown Retail” as well.  Don Jones said that any suggestions of nominees to fill current vacancies is greatly appreciated.
C.  Boards & Commissions Annual Dinner

Jeff King reported that the Annual Boards & Commissions Dinner will be on Thursday, January 17th, 2013.  He said it is a good opportunity for the EDC to explain to the other Boards & Commissions what EDC has accomplished in the past year.  There will be a brief presentation by the EDC, which will be followed by a preview of the two new videos which have just been completed for the EDC with the help of John Cardenas.  He asked that everyone that is able to attend to please RSVP as soon as possible.

D.  Forest Grove Tourism Video Unveiling
Jeff King played the new tourism video for all of the EDC members on his laptop.  The plan is to put the video on YouTube, have it available at the Chamber of Commerce, and also to send it to the Washington County Visitors Association.  It will also be downloaded to thumb drives, which will be distributed as well.  The second video which focuses on economic development and infrastructure is not quite finished yet.  The second video will present the businesses currently in Forest Grove, and will highlight the City’s schools and workforce.  This video will also be added to the thumb drives once it is available.  
E.  Michael Williams with Business Oregon

Michael Williams who is the new Business Development Officer with Business Oregon introduced himself and spoke briefly about his job.  He explained that he is currently making the rounds and introducing himself to all of the cities that are in his territory.  He stated that he will work closely with Jeff King as the main entry point, or contact, at Business Oregon.  He said he works closely with businesses to be heard when they have issues that can be solved through state government.  He said he has several contacts throughout the state that can help with those types of issues getting resolved.  Michael handed out his business card and asked for people to please contact him if he can be of any help. 

F. Urban Renewal Research / Times Litho

Jeff King talked briefly about the feasibility of an Urban Renewal Project working in Forest Grove.  He said there will be a meeting with developers very soon to get their input and advice on how to best implement this type of program.  Also there will be research conducted as to how well similar programs worked in other nearby communities.  Jeff then stated that the Times Litho building and property has recently been purchased by the City of Forest Grove.  The City feels that by purchasing this property and investing in it, that it will add to stimulus of business in the downtown area.  Currently the condition of the building and property is being evaluated to determine just how much work needs to be done to it.  It may end up as a “mixed use” area, which may contain a mixture of condos, apartments, businesses, and restaurants.
G.  Committee Updates
Workforce
Kelly Marks said that there are still a lot of I.T. jobs available.  She said the biggest complaint she is hearing from businesses right now is that they are struggling to fill jobs with specific needs such as working outside in the winter time.  She noted that PCC enrollment is still flat, and said that she hasn’t heard of any federal programs that are being implemented for sure at this point.

Small Business

Jeff King said that the committee did not have a chance to meet, but that they continue to work closely with Jon Michael Kowertz.

Tourism

Did not meet.

Industrial & Infrastructure

Mark Frandsen reported that marketing and promotion of Forest Grove is their main focus right now.  He reiterated that the second video that is in production that highlights Infrastructure is also a high priority, and is just about to wrap up.  He noted that Jeff King and George Cress will be representing Forest Grove in upcoming food shows in San Francisco and Anaheim in the early part of 2013.  Mark stated that since Forest Grove is home to several food processing plants, that participation in food shows such as these is an excellent way to advertise the City.
6.  Council Communications:
Elena Uhing announced that the Annual Town Meeting will be held on Saturday, January 26th, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. --- 12:00 noon.  She said that the main topic at the meeting this year will be sustainability.  She also mentioned that there will be another sustainability summit in the spring, and she will let the EDC know exactly when that will be as soon as she finds out.  Elena informed everyone of the upcoming “Science Pub” events that will begin soon, and are to be hosted by McMenamin’s Grand Lodge in the area that used to be their theatre.  She said that it is an excellent opportunity to meet scientists and innovative speakers.  Lastly she reported that the City Council will be having their annual retreat on Saturday, February 2nd, 2013 @ 1910 Main Street Bistro from 9:00 a.m. --- 12:00 noon. 
7.  Staff & Board Member Communications:
Jeff King reported that he received an e-mail update from Tom Rabbe regarding the Chamber of Commerce.  Tom said that the Chamber’s Annual Auction will be on Saturday, March 2nd, 2013 and will be held @ Pacific University again.  Tom also noted that the wine raffle was a big success.  
8.  Announcement of the Next EDC Meeting:
Don Jones announced that the next EDC meeting will be on Thursday, February 10th, 2013 in the Alice Inkley Room @ McMenamin’s Grand Lodge @ 12:00 noon.

9.  Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned @ 1:17 p.m. by Don Jones.
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