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Parks Master Plan Update

Summer/Fall 2016Spring 2015

We are here. Your comments will help us 
evaluate and refine recommendations before 
starting to write the Parks, Recreation & Open 
Space Master Plan in Phase 4.



Who has been involved so far?
Over 800 residents helped 
identify community priorities:
• Focus Groups
• Online Questionnaire
• Telephone Survey
• Citizen Advisory Committee
• Technical Advisory 

Committee
• Parks & Recreation 

Commission
• City Council



What do City residents want? 

Residents would like to have many new 
recreation opportunities:

• New recreation and community center
• New parks at 5 city-owned sites 
• A greater variety of recreation facilities
• Recreation programs, camps and classes for 

children, teens, adults and seniors
• Community events, fairs and festivals



How do we afford all this?

Not everything is affordable. The City has to refine 
recommendations based on top community funding 
priorities. This is why we need your help today.

An earlier Telephone Survey of residents suggested 
that the community would support low-cost park 
improvements, maintenance and programs. 
The survey found that residents do not currently 
support increasing taxes to support higher cost 
projects, such as park development or a new 
community center.



What is most important to residents?

Funding priorities include:

• Taking care of existing parks 
and facilities

• Improving parks by replacing  
old facilities and equipment

• Providing more programs and 
events



What about everything else?

Other projects will depend on 
funding and partner support:

• Adding new features to parks
• Developing vacant park sites 

owned by the City
• Providing new parks and 

facilities, including a new 
community center

Your comments tonight will help 
us decide what types of projects 
to do when funding is available.



Part I: Recreation Preferences



How would you spend limited funds?

Survey results suggested that residents might 
support a funding measure to increase park and 
facility maintenance and upkeep and provide indoor 
and outdoor recreation programs at existing parks 
and facilities.

What are your preferences for other types of park 
projects?

The following exercise focuses on potential options to improve 
existing parks. For brevity, it does not ask about recreation 
programs, maintenance or facility operations.



How would you spend limited funds?

The following slides will show a variety of recreation 
ideas that could be provided to improve Forest Grove 
parks.

Knowing the City can’t afford to do everything, 
please select one answer for each slide: 
• I would really like this in Forest Grove
• I would consider it
• I don’t like it 
• I’m not sure



NATURE PLAY



OPEN‐ENDED AND FREE PLAY



SAND AND WATER PLAY



HILL SLIDES



WATER PLAY/SPRAY FEATURE



TEEN PLAY OPPORTUNITIES



CLIMBING WALL



PARK GAMES/SMALL COURT SPORTS



SEATING/SOCIAL SPACE



COMMUNITY TABLE



SMALL PICNIC SHELTER



EVENT PAVILION/LARGE SHELTER



OPEN LAWN FOR PROGRAMS



FREE LIBRARY



MULTI‐USE SPORTS FIELD (soccer, 
lacrosse, football)



BALLFIELD (Baseball, softball, kickball)



BIKE TRACKS/BIKE SKILLS AREA



COMMUNITY GARDENS



AMPHITHEATER



PLAZA



MULTI‐USE TRAIL



NATURE TRAIL



NATURE VIEWING PLATFORM



INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE



Part II: Park Site Preferences



The following slides show potential improvements at 
different park sites.
Knowing the City can’t afford to do everything, 
select one answer for each park to tell us how 
important it is to improve that site. 
• Very Important
• Somewhat Important
• Not very Important
• I don’t know

Then add a brief comment about why.

How would you spend limited funds?



COMMUNITY PARKS



1. LINCOLN PARK



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Plaza w/water feature
• Event 

Pavilion/Community 
Table

• Water Play
• Sculpture Playground
• Park Games/Small 

Court Sports
• Interpretive Signage 

and Wetland 
Boardwalk

• Seatwalls/Benches/ 
Picnic Tables 

• Paved Walkways/Soft 
Surface Trails 

• Small Parking Area 

1. LINCOLN PARK



2. THATCHER PARK



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Picnic Shelter
• Seating Options
• Small Court Sports
• Community 

Gardens
• Sand and Water 

Play Area
• Natural Play 

Features
• Loose Parts
• Soft Surface Trails
• Interpretive 

Signage
• Story Circle 

Gathering Area

2. THATCHER PARK



NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS



3. BARD PARK



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Permanent 

Restroom
• Community 

Table
• Picnic Tables
• Park 

Games/Small 
Court Sports

• Natural Play 
Features

• Teen Play 
Features

3. BARD PARK



4. HAZEL SILLS



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Seatwall/benches
• Picnic Tables
• Natural Play Features
• Sand and Water Play
• Loose Parks (free play)
• Free Library
• Natural 

Plantings/screening
• Sidewalk along 

Willamina Ave
• Fences/Entry Points 

along Willamina Ave

4. HAZEL SILLS



5. JOSEPH GALE PARK



5. JOSEPH GALE PARK
NEW FACILITIES + FEATURES
• Plaza/Community Gathering 

Space 
• Picnic Shelter/Outdoor 

Classroom 
• Picnic Tables 
• Park Games/Courts
• Natural Play Area (integrated 

into existing play area) 
• Climbing Wall 
• Paved Path 



6. KNOX RIDGE PARK



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Seatwalls/Benches
• Picnic Tables
• Natural Play Area

(sand, water play and natural 
material)

• Free Library 
(“take a book, leave a book”)

• Natural Plantings

6. KNOX RIDGE PARK



7. ROGERS PARK



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Anna and Abby’s Yard 

Play Area
• Natural Play Area

(sand, water play and natural 
material)

• Central Plaza 
w/Water Spray 
Ground

• Restroom
• Picnic Shelter
• Picnic Tables and 

Seating
• Small Sport Courts
• Waterwise Plantings

7. ROGERS PARK



8. TALISMAN PARK



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Picnic Shelter
• Community Table
• Picnic Tables
• Seating 
• Natural Play Area
• Free Library
• Interpretive (Tree 

Identification 
Signage)

8. TALISMAN PARK



OTHER PARKS



9. FOREST GLEN PARK



9. FOREST GLEN PARK

NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Natural Play 
• Seating 

(benches/seatwalls)
• Picnic Tables
• Play Features 

(Staircase for stair 
climbing)/slides 

• Natural Plantings



10. B STREET TRAIL & TRAILHEAD



10. B STREET TRAIL & TRAILHEAD
NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Interpretive Signage at 

Trailhead Plaza
• Interpretive Signage at 

Gales Creek
• Boardwalk and 

Overlook along Gales 
Creek

• Natural Play Features 
at Gales Creek

• Connection to Multi‐
Use Trail

• Temporary Art 
Installations



NEW PARKS AT CITY 
OWNED SITES



11. A.T. SMITH PARK



11. A.T. SMITH PARK
NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• House 

Museum/Education
Center 

• Community 
Gathering Space 

• Large Event 
Pavilion

• Community 
Gardens

• Amphitheater 



12. KYLE PARK



12. KYLE PARK

NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Trailhead
• Parking Area
• Bike Trails and 

Skills Park
• Bike Track (from 

Lincoln Park) 
• Native Plantings 

and Habitat



13. REUTER FARM PARK



13. REUTER FARM PARK
NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Benches
• Interpretive Signage
• Connection to Multi‐

Use Trail
• Neighborhood 

Gatherings 
• Small Recurring Events 
• Cultural Landscape 

Interpretation 



14. SAUCY PARK



14. SAUCY PARK

NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Picnic Tables 
• Seating Options 
• Natural Play Features 
• Natural Plantings 
• Interpretive Signage 
• Temporary Art 

Installations 



15. STITES NATURE PARK



15. STITES NATURE PARK



15. STITES NATURE PARK

NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Parking Area
• Informational Kiosk
• Restroom
• Picnic Shelter
• Natural Play Area
• Walking Paths
• Open Field
• Interpretive Features



IMPROVEMENTS TO 
PARTNER SITES



16. NEIL ARMSTRONG MIDDLE 
SCHOOL BALLFIELD IMPROVEMENTS

NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Two multi‐purpose 

rectangular sports 
fields

• Access paths to 
ballfields

• Permanent restroom
• Seating/social 

space/picnic shelters



NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Two multi‐purpose 

rectangular sports 
fields

• Access paths to 
ballfields

• Permanent restroom
• Seating/social 

space/picnic shelters

16. NEIL ARMSTRONG MIDDLE 
SCHOOL BALLFIELD IMPROVEMENTS



17. TOM McCALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
SPORTS FIELD DEVELOPMENT

NEW FACILITIES + 
FEATURES
• Small youth/practice 

field



18. METRO WETLANDS VIEWPOINT



19. MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF 
EXISTING BUILDINGS AND FEATURES



20. MOBILE RECREATION VAN TO OFFER 
PROGRAMS IN PARKS



Questions and Info



Discussion
• Questions about the Master Plan: 

Please raise your hand to ask 
questions.

• Information about Urban Trees: 
Visit the table to see the Draft 
Community Forest Management 
Plan.

• Comment Sheet: Please turn in your 
worksheet before you leave.



Thank You!

• We will refine recommendations to reflect 
community funding priorities.

• A Draft Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Master Plan will be available in late summer for 
review.
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