
PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 
AUGUST 11, 2011 

Community Auditorium Conference Room 
Page 1 

 
 

Minutes approved by the PAC on September 8, 2011. 
 
1) CALL TO ORDER: Kathleen Leatham called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.   

PRESENT:  Linda Taylor, Dana Zurcher, Jim Flory, Victoria Pich, Kathleen Leatham, Liam 
Cooper and Council Liaison Tom BeLusko, Jr.  ABSENT:  Kathy Broom, Ruth Anne 
McCullough, Pat Truax, and Philip Thias.  Staff Present:  Colleen Winters, Bev Maughan. 
 

2) CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS: None 
 
3) APPROVAL OF PAC MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 14, 2011:  Jim Flory moved, 

seconded by Linda Taylor, to approve minutes as presented.  There was a unanimous vote 
in favor. 

 
4) ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Item 5B. Main Course Event was tabled until further updated 

information has been received.  Item 5C. Art Acquisition Planning was tabled until more 
commissioners were in attendance to discuss. 

 
5) BUSINESS: 

a) Mini-Grant Request:   
Sidewalk Chalk Art Festival Entertainment – a $500 request for music for the Chalk Art 
Festival was reviewed. Linda said it meets our criteria, and we are committed to 
supporting the Chalk Art Festival as a Forest Grove tradition. Vicki Pich moved, seconded 
by Jim Flory, that we approve the request for $500 to come from the CEP grant funds.  
There was a unanimous vote in favor.  Colleen noted that ACE Hardware can no longer 
display the Chalk Art sign because of the City's new sign code. 
 

b) Discussion Items: 
i) Main Course Event – tabled until further updated information has been received. 
ii) RACC 2011 Project Grants -- a grant request was submitted to RACC (many thanks 

to Pat Truax and Philip Thias for their hard work!). A total of $3900 was requested. 
Originally the request had pointed toward Chalk Art, but this was corrected to say 
the PAC had submitted it. The original request was $6900 but it was reduced to 
$3900 and submitted today. The money will pay for three artists chosen to create 
artwork on Chalk Art day, under the auspices of Art Acquisition.  It should cover 
framing as well as the art work itself. 

iii) Art Summit Pre-Planning – Kathleen, Colleen and Bev met with Donna House to 
brainstorm.  They decided we should do it in the spring, so that we have more time 
to prepare it. They also discussed who to invite (invitation only?). Colleen ran into 
Sandra St. John at the library and questioned her about what it would take to get 
her to come to such an event. She replied she would be glad for an opportunity to 
meet and network with other artists. Colleen would like commission members to talk 
with their artist friends and find out what would lure them. Kathleen suggested we 
do the event like an Artist Dinner, as a fundraiser, and charge a nominal amount for 
entry. Colleen stressed that we need artist feedback. Linda suggested a focus group. 
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She spoke with the people at Needles in the Grove, and they seem interested in a 
focus group. Kathleen reminded us that textile artists should indeed be included 
under the title "artist". After a discussion of whether or not to charge admission, 
Councilor BeLusko suggested we mix it up, have the beginning free, then charge for 
wine tasting. We discussed various venues, including the auditorium, and we could 
have tables with facilitators. This way, the artists might come up with a shared 
vision. Linda suggested distributing fake money for the participants to spend 
according to their priority for how to utilize art resources.  (It was also mentioned 
that we should invite potential benefactors and have them mix with the artists). Jim 
had the idea of a raffle of an artists work to raise money, and hoped that we don't 
have a keynote speaker. To wrap up, we agreed that we will talk to artists, ask them 
if they would like an opportunity to give PAC input on how to enhance and revitalize 
our community. We should ask them whom we should approach. This is not really an 
art summit, so much as a focus group or gathering. 
As an aside, the topic of keeping track of patrons came up.  Councilor BeLusko 
thought we need to do a better job of this. Vicki will ask her mom, who has a lot of 
experience in this area since she runs an opera company, about programs for this 
purpose. We need to decide what data to enter. Kathleen asked if we can find out 
how Chamber of Commerce tracked the brick sales. We could send letters to donors 
of bricks and ask them what they would like to see happen in public art, since they 
actually paid for the benches. We will continue this discussion at the next meeting. 
  
Colleen, in an aside, showed us some info on Yamhill's Studio Tour, including a map 
with a description of the artist. The tour is self-directed. She will bring the brochure 
to our next meeting. 

 
c) Standing Updates/Reports: 

i) Art:  Chalk Art Panels - They are in the frame shop and cost $820. Jim and Dana will 
bring them to the next meeting. 

ii) Art Acquisition #2: Planning:  Tabled until September. 
iii) Public Relations – Bev presented the documentary on our art acquisition which is 

posted on the City’s website on the PAC webpage.  A discussion ensued about 
posting it on Facebook, maybe with a sentence such as "did you know etc…" to 
introduce it.  Councilor BeLusko will take the documentary to the Rotary Club. 

iv) Meet the Artist - Linda reported that we made $580 on the last one. This money is 
for our discretionary fund, because it was not advertised as being for mini-grants. It 
was a successful, well-attended event. There are now 6 people who want to do one 
and Linda suggested we should have a calendar and book the year out. Tom 
Johnston and Lynn Magner want to do one, and Linda wants to do one next 
summer, to show the kinetic art piece in her garden. Councilor BeLusko may do one, 
Kathleen and Bev have offered and the Bouneffs also want to host. 

v) Art Rotation Committee – Nothing new to report; an update from the Sister City 
Committee will be brought to the next meeting. 

vi) Finance Report – Bev noted the questioned transactions noted in the July minutes 
were changed to the correct funds.  Kathleen said that the $60 check donation 
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received at the Main Course went through the wash, but it looks like it can still be 
processed.  Councilor BeLusko reported that WSC Insurance made a $250 donation 
for acquisition of hard art and this money may be matched. 

 
6) COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS: 

Linda said she is collaborating with Adelante Mujeres and Pacific University to bring a Latino 
artist to Forest Grove, and she may approach PAC for a grant in the fall (early November). 
Councilor BeLusko announced that the UGB will be moved to include 115 acres further north 
(Purdin Road and Thatcher area). He also thanked the Frye’s for the dinner. And he thanked 
Linda for organizing the dinner.  He plans to lobby the people who put together the FG 
tourism brochure to include PAC. 
 

7) STAFF COMMUNICATIONS:   
Colleen announced that the library and Pacific University are bringing Oregon's past Poet 
Laureate Paulann Peterson to speak on October 4. She also noted that the Amendment to 
the Art Collection Management Policy will go before City Council on September 26. She also 
reported that the stored art at Public Works has been photographed and decommissioned. 

 
8) ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.  The next meeting will be 

September 8, 2011, at 5 pm. 
 
Submitted by 
Victoria Pich, Acting Secretary 
 


