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Description:

This is a 1-1/2 story, single-family residence with a composition shingle-covered cross-gable roof.  It is a wood-framed house 
built in the vernacular farmhouse style.  Most of the windows on the primary facade are one-over-one double-hung sash.  The 
primary facade of this house is comprised of both a gable end and an eave side.  A full front porch that spans both the eave side 
and the gable end distinguishes the architecture of this house.  The porch is protected by a dropped shed roof supported by 
boxed columns arising from an ornate balustrade.  The house has wide overhanging eaves that are boxed.  The gable end of the 
primary facade has a one-over-one double-hung sash window.  A mature evergreen tree shapes the side yard.

History:

The owner of this property who had the house at 1823 Ash Street is not definitely known at present.  This vernacular farmhouse, 
that resembles its neighbor to the south in plan and design, probably dates from the 1880s or early 1890s.  The footprint of the 
present house is depicted on the 1902 and 1912 Sanborn Company maps of Forest Grove.  At that time, the open front porch 
extended across only the north half of the main facade; a small projecting bay existed in the center of the south portion of the 
main facade.  In recent years, a porch has been constructed across the entire south portion of the Ash Street facade.  

Persis W. Chandler bought this property in 1872 from Benjamin Cornelius and his wife.  Chandler may be responsible for the 
house's construction.  Persis Warren Chandler, a native of Vermont born in 1814, married George C. Chandler, a Baptist 
minister, in 1838 in Chester, Vermont.  The young couple soon moved to Indiana where Reverend Chandler presided over 
Franklin College in Franklin, Indiana.  After eight years, in 1951, the Chandler family crossed the plains and made their home in 
Oregon City where they took charge of a school.  Around 1858, they moved to McMinnville where Reverend Chandler headed the 
Baptist College.  In 1879 the Chandlers came to Forest Grove.  Reverend died two years after their arrival.  Persis Chandler 
owned much of the block on which this house stands, in the late 1800s and early 1900s.  In 1905 Persis Chandler sold land on 
the south side of this block to the Congregational Church for the construction of their parsonage.  (Reverend Boyd began moving 
his furniture into the Congregational parsonage in early 1906.)  Persis W. Chandler died in January 1906 (Washington County 
News Times, May 25, 1905, October 22, 1905, and January 25, 1906).  Persis Chandler may have built the house at 1823 Ash 
Street.

Around the time of Chandler's death, Elizabeth Hudson and others bought this property.  Hudson, born in Buffalo, New York, in 
1841, came to Oregon from Wisconsin, in 1874.  Her family eventually settled in Forest Grove where her husband, William S. 
Hudson, served as the city treasurer for many years. Elizabeth Hudson and her husband were employed for a time at Chemawa 
Indian School.  William Hudson died in 1911.  Elizabeth Hudson owned this property until 1909 when R.M. Stevens and his wife 
bought the house.  In 1912 the Oregon and California Railroad Company gained an interest in the property, presumably, for the 
construction of their tracks that ran nearby down 19th Avenue.  

1823 ASH STREET  -  Chandler? House
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During the Great Depression, the owners of this property apparently experienced financial difficulties, and it was taken over by 
the county.  In 1937 Rosa Bates bought this house and retained ownership for the next decade.  Rosa Bates was the wife of R.J. 
Bates, owner of the Gaston feed mill. Don and Edna Jones purchased the house in 1941.  Their daughter, Elizabeth MacDowell, 
inherited it and remained the owner into the 1980s.
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