
Forest Grove Historic Resource

Description:

This is a 1-1/2 story, wood-framed, wood-clad vernacular farmhouse single-family residence with Queen Anne style detailing. It 
has a composition shingle covered cross-gable roof.  It has one-over-one double-hung sash windows.  Its landscaping is 
distinguished by mature evergreen tree in the front.  The house having many characteristics of a Queen Anne distinguishes its 
architecture.  The primary facade consisting of both an eave side and a gable end.  The gable end portion has a small, token 
front porch that includes an abbreviated hip roof with stickwork.  This gable end also has gingerbread in the eaves.  All primary 
facade windows, save one, are embellished with pediments.

History:

The Armstrong/Langley House at 1738 A Street may have been built in the 1890s.  The John, Jennie, and Elizabeth Armstrong 
family owned a sizeable parcel of land on the corner of this block from 1887 to late 1898.  In November that year, Amanda J. 
Langley bought a part of the Armstrong property that included the site of this house.  It is unclear whether the house was built for 
the Armstrong family or for Amanda Langley.  The footprint of this house, with a porch then extending across the entire east 
facade, is depicted on the 1912 Sanborn Company map of Forest Grove.

In 1873 Amanda Scott married William M. Langley, a native of Morgan County, Ohio, born in 1845.  The Langley couple moved 
to Forest Grove in 1891.  William M. made his living as a lawyer, and was the senior member of Langley & Sons law office in 
Forest Grove (History of the Bench and Bar, 1910). 

In 1910 the Sage family bought this property and moved into the house.  George B. Sage, a native of New York State born in 
1849, moved to Forest Grove around 1910 with his wife, Ella E, and their several children (including Mrs. Frank Smith, Mrs. L.E. 
Howard, Guy Sage, and Clara A., Jessie, and Alma.).  George B. Sage bought the house at 1738 A Street in September that 
year.  In May 1911, George Sage died (Washington County News Times, May 25, 1911).  Jessie, Alma, and Clara Sage all had 
an interest in the property until 1922 when it was sold to L.E. Keck.

L.E. Keck owned the Armstrong/Langley House from 1922 to 1930.  After Gertrude and C.M. Good owned the house only briefly 
in 1930, Earl Clapshaw bought the property in May 1930.  H.W. and Katherine Wilkison owned the property in the early 1940s.  
Between 1945 and 1952, William and Zua M. Yoder owned this house.
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