
Forest Grove Historic Resource

Description:

This is a two-story residential dwelling with a composition shingle-clad hip roof.  Most of the windows on the primary facade are 
one-over-one double-hung sash.  It is a wood-framed, wood-clad structure.  Front-facing twin jerkinhead dormers. symmetry of 
the primary facade and low massing distinguish this structure's architecture.  A relatively small front porch is covered with a gable 
roof supported by tapered boxed columns resting atop brick piers.  The rear yard is shaded by large, mature evergreen trees.

History:

The Alpha Zeta Fraternity House at 1806 Elm Street was probably built around 1923.  In August that year the fraternity bought 
this parcel from Eva Beal Adams and borrowed $5,000 from the Union Savings and Loan Bank, possibly, to construct the present 
Craftsman Bungalow style residence.  

Between 1873 and 1891, Archibald Montgomery had owned the southern half of the block on which this residence stands.  In 
1891 he sold the southern half of the block (lots 1 and 4) to Philip Beal for $3,100.  (Philip Beal, a minor at that time, may have 
later been associated with the Forest Grove firm, Beal and Wilds, co-owned by John B. Beal and Frank G. Wilds in the early 
1900s.)  By 1911, Eva Beal, the guardian of Philip Beal, only owned a small parcel on the southeast corner of the block (at the 
northwest corner of the 18th Avenue and Elm Street intersection), according to the Wilkes Brothers Abstract Company map of 
Forest Grove in Atlas of Washington County, 1909 and 1911.  The 1912 Sanborn Company map of Forest Grove is void of any 
building on the site of this house.

Alpha Zeta Fraternity, associated with Pacific University, owned this residence building until the mid-1930s when the hard 
economic times of the Great Depression forced them to sell.  Olive Wilcox bought the property in 1937 and retained ownership 
until 1963.  (By that time Alpha Zeta Fraternity had relocated to a residence on College Way.)  Wilcox apparently never lived in 
the house but rented it to various groups.  Around the time of World War II, she operated as Veterans' Home/Hospital in the large 
residence, according to sixty's neighbor, Richard Kemp.  By 1952, the building had become the residence of Gamma Sigma 
Fraternity students attending nearby Pacific University.  It continued to house Gamma Sigma Fraternity residents through the 
1960s.

1806 ELM STREET  -  Alpha Zeta Fraternity House
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