
Forest Grove Historic Resource

The "Plat of the Town of Forest Grove" was recorded in 1872 and included the plat of Naylor’s Addition.  By this time, Forest Grove 
had grown into a modest town and its population was beginning to diversify.  Professors, merchants, and physicians were 
migrating to the predominately agricultural community.  The lots in Naylor’s Addition, just west of the Tualatin Academy and 
business district, were attractive to the growing number of professionals moving to the area.

This house was probably constructed shortly after Anna and Albert E. Redetzke bought the property in 1941.  This is supported by 
a mechanics lien recorded at that time and the fact that the Redetzkes were involved with numerous real estate transactions in 
Forest Grove.  Both Albert E. Redetzke (1880-1962) and his wife Anna (1881-?) were born in Wisconsin.  Anna came to Oregon in 
1906 but it is not known if she was married to Albert at that time.  In 1911 the Redetzkes moved to Thatcher-David Hill, later 
residing in Forest Grove.  Albert worked in the construction business and, during World War I, served as a shipyard supervisor.  
His company built the Miller, Walker, Chowning and Holroyd buildings in the Forest Grove area, as well as McCormick Hall on the 
Pacific University campus and the Parson Prune Dryer.  Albert, who retired in 1942, is also credited with the construction of 100 
homes and many farm buildings in the area.  He reportedly built the houses at 1724 21st Avenue, 1824 22nd Avenue, 2325 A 
Street and 2324 A Street.

In 1942, after only one year of ownership, the Redetzkes sold the speculative house to L.O. and Laura E. Griebeler, who held it for 
nearly 30 years.  The main facade of this 1-1/2 story bungalow residence is distinguished by its two cross gables.  The lap siding is 
relieved at the tops of the gable walls by decorative sunburst patterns.  One gable has a slight flare, which identifies the entry 
door.  A curved cutout of the exterior wall further draws attention to the small entry porch.  The house is graced with eave returns, 
rake moulding and an exterior brick chimney.  It and its accompanying period garage are well maintained and exhibit a high level of 
integrity.

Sources:
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Forest Grove planning files
Forest Grove Survey of McCormick Hall by Peter J. Edwards, 1994
"Washington County Cultural Resource Inventory," recorded by Gladys Haynes, August 1983
Washington County title and assessment records
1926, 1928 and 1959 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

1724 21st Ave  -  L.O. and Laura E. Griebeler House
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