
Forest Grove Historic Resource

On August 26, 1872 the Reverend Elkanah Walker platted the land contained in his donation land claim just west of the Pacific 
University campus.  One of the most notable early citizens of Forest Grove, Walker settled in the area in 1849 and served as 
pastor at the Congregational Church.  He donated land for the establishment of Tualatin Academy and platted the remaining 
property into four large blocks.  These would eventually become the smaller residential and commercial blocks now found in the 
downtown area.

This house was most likely built by W.H. McEldowney some time soon after 1912, as it does not appear on the 1912 Sanborn.  
McEldowney, a prominent farmer, married Anna Luelling whose father Alfred brought the first fruit trees to Oregon.  Anna and W.H. 
had two children, Wilbur Waite and Mary Helen, who eventually owned houses next door at 1811 and 1815 21st Avenue.  In 1926, 
Charles H. Cusick purchased and occupied the house.  He sold it in 1944 to Charles and Lola Munkres.  Charles Munkres, 
operator of a cleaning and pressing business on Pacific Avenue, had died by 1962 when his heirs sold the house to Steve P. and 
Rona E. Nacheff.

The three McEldowney houses on 21st Avenue were reportedly designed by H.M. Tancher, a Portland architect, but this has not 
been verified.  They are representative of the Craftsman style, which was immensely popular during the time period, and share 
similar features.  They all have upstairs sleeping porches on their north elevations.  This front-gabled residence, like the adjacent 
house at 1811 21st Avenue, has a gable-roofed entry that joins the hip roof of the porch.  The three homes are fairly large, 
embellished with decorative features such as leaded glass windows and sidelights, and are illustrative of McEldowney’s 
prominence.  Cusick later enclosed the front porch, but relatively few other changes have been made to the well maintained home.  
During the 1982 survey, the building’s owner, Jim Burnett, reported that he had the original house plans; it is hoped that they are 
still in existence.

Sources:
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1926, 1928 and 1959 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

1805 21st Ave  -  W.H. and Anna McEldowney House #1
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