
Forest Grove Historic Resource

This property is located on part of the original Walker Donation Land Claim.  In 1872, following the incorporation of Forest Grove, 
the plat for Walker’s Addition was filed, creating residential sites near Tualatin Academy and the commercial area.  The availability 
of individual lots increased building activity in Forest Grove, as non-farm residences could now be built close to the City’s core. 

This house is one of three McEldowney houses on the block; the other two are located at 1805 and 1815 21st Street.  Although the 
property often changed hands between the McEldowneys, it appears to have been occupied by Wilbur Waite McEldowney, a 
wealthy Forest Grove banker who worked at the Forest Grove National Bank.  Wilbur's father, W.H. McEldowney owned this 
property from 1907 until 1914 when it was transferred to Wilbur.  (The house does not appear on the 1912 Sanborn but was 
probably built prior to the transfer.)  From 1918 to 1924, the title was under the name of Eleanor Russell McEldowney, Wilbur's first 
wife who passed away in 1926.  In 1931 the title was transferred to his second wife, Maude Buxton McEldowney.  It was quickly 
taken over by the First National Bank, perhaps as a result of the Depression.  In 1935, Richard and Barbara Fendall purchased 
and occupied the house.  Barbara sold it in 1967 to Magnus and Beulah Brogaard.

The three McEldowney houses were reportedly designed by H.M. Tancher, a Portland architect, but this has not been verified.  
They are representative of the Craftsman style, which was immensely popular during the time period, and share similar features.  
They all have upstairs sleeping porches on their north elevations.  This front-gabled residence, like the adjacent house at 1805 
21st Avenue, has a gable-roofed entry that joins the hip roof of the porch.  The three homes are fairly large, embellished with 
decorative features such as leaded glass windows and sidelights.  Typical features of the style include the overhanging eaves with 
exposed rafter tails and knee braces and the full-width porch with squared, capped columns on brick piers.  The size of the homes 
and these decorative touches are illustrative of McEldowney’s prominent place in early twentieth century Forest Grove.

Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Inventory," recorded by Scott Combs, May 1983
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1959 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

1811 21st Ave  -  Wilbur W. and Eleanor McEldowney House #2
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