
Forest Grove Historic Resource

The plat of Naylor’s Addition was recorded in 1872 as part of the "Plat of the Town of Forest Grove."  This ten-block addition 
helped spur the development of downtown Forest Grove.  Many professional people such as attorneys, merchants and bankers 
desired housing in the urban sections of town and, according to census records, moved to the area between 1880 and 1900.  By 
1912 the eastern portion had been partially developed with single-family homes.

According to the 1983 survey, this house was constructed c.1862 and occupied by the Norman Martin family.  The survey also 
states that it was sold to pioneer Joseph Davis in 1865, who then sold it to his daughter, Eunice Brock, and her husband George.  
Deed records contradict this information; they state the land was transferred from Pacific University and Tualatin Academy to 
Benjamin S. Hall in 1860.  Three years later, it passed briefly through the hands of Luke Hall who sold it to Samuel S. Lenox.  

In 1866 B.F. McMillen bought the property and held it until 1879.  It then passed through the hands of  J.E. Showers (1879-1890), 
E.D. and D.H. Thomas (1890-1898), and S.M. Robbins (1898-?).  The house was purchased by Alice Moore Bishop and her 
husband Dr. John S. Bishop who had an office on what is now 21st Avenue.  The date of Robbins’ sale to the Bishops is not given 
on deed records but probably occurred around the turn of the century.  The Portland Trust and Savings Bank held title to the house 
from 1928 to 1943.  The next long-term owners were Leonard H. and Margaret H. Keller (1945-1975).

Remnants of an 1863 almanac found under the siding support a construction date of c.1862.  Despite numerous additions, the 
original side-gabled form is still identifiable.  Its two-room width and one-room depth is typical of a hall-and-parlor house, a 
vernacular form with origins in Britain.  These types of rural houses were first framed with heavy timber and later with light sawn 
wood, a material available in pioneer Oregon.  The houses typically had a rear extension, a porch, and a chimney placed either on 
the exterior side (as with this example) or inside between the two rooms.

The integrity of the house has been diminished by numerous alterations such as the multiple additions to the rear, the addition of 
shutters, and the standing seam metal roof.  The original stone foundation was replaced with concrete block on concrete footings.  
An early photo showed the house with a wood sidewalk, some rear additions, and a small porch.  The 1983 survey noted that the 
original shiplap was found in the second floor ceiling and on the front entry.  The rest of the house had been re-sided.  The original 
doors were used in a remodeling, although new trim was installed in some areas.  
Despite its low integrity, this house is significant as one of Forest Grove’s earliest homes. 

Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Survey," recorded by Gladys L. Haynes, August 1983
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1926 and 1928 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1888, 1892 and 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983
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