
Forest Grove Historic Resource

Naylor’s Addition was recorded along with the original town plat in 1872.  Four of its ten blocks were full-sized with dimensions of 
400 feet square and divided into four equal parts.  These 200' by 200' lots sold quickly, often to speculators, and over time were 
partitioned off into smaller, irregularly shaped lots.  By 1912 the area had been partially developed, particularly on the east, with the 
construction of one- and two-story houses and their accompanying outbuildings.

Deed records indicate that this house, which appears on the 1912 Sanborn map, may have been constructed in the early 1900s.  
W.D. Smith, a painter, purchased the lower half of the block (Lots 1 and 4) in the 1880s and sold it for a significantly higher price in 
1908.  A year later, Alice Gibson purchased the house but, based on city directory listings, apparently did not live in it.  The Gibson 
family sold the property in 1942 to Melissa J. Newberry.  It remained in the Newberry family until 1953.

This side-gabled vernacular form is similar to an I-house, which is a two-story form characterized by a two-room width and one-
room depth.  This house type was a development of the one story hall-and-parlor form and became more popular with light framing 
techniques.  This type of construction was available during the pioneer era in Oregon with the early establishment of sawmills and 
quick development of the lumber industry.  Often the I-house was decorated with stylistic details but it was not uncommon to find 
simple houses such as this in the rural areas.

Unlike most I-houses, this example does not have second story windows on the front.  At the time of this survey, the house was in 
poor condition and had been condemned.  A 1983 photo yields some clues to its original appearance.  The side windows were 1/1 
double hung with lambs’ tongues while the front windows were 9/1 double hung, suggesting they were replaced during the 
bungalow era of the 1910s and 1920s.  Knee braces on the shed addition to the east suggest it may have been constructed during 
that period also.  The Johnsons moved a two-room addition to another lot and added the present rear extension.  The current 
renovation has resulted in the removal of a gabled front porch and the addition of blown-in insulation.

Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Survey," recorded by Gladys Haynes, August 1983
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1881 Oregon State Business Directory
1926 and 1928 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983
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