
Forest Grove Historic Resource

On August 26, 1872 the Reverend Elkanah Walker platted the land contained in his donation land claim just west of the Pacific 
University campus.  Reverend Walker was one of the most notable early citizens of Forest Grove, having settled in the area in 
1849 and served as pastor at the Congregational Church.  Reverend Walker gave a portion of his land to the Tualatin Academy 
and the remainder was platted into four large blocks that would eventually become the smaller residential and commercial blocks 
now found in this area.

This property was deeded directly from Elkanah Walker to John Stowbridge in November 1859.  Stowbridge is most likely the 
original owner of the residence, constructed prior to the turn of the century.  He lived in this house until his death.   In 1899 the 
property was deeded by L.C. Walker, the executor of Stowbridge's estate, to Abraham and Amanda Baldwin, who retained 
ownership until 1920.  Barclay and Christine Henderson were the next long-term owners, holding title to the home from 1922 to 
1941.  This property changed hands four additional times by 1955. 

Several clues indicate that the original form of the house at 1806 22nd Avenue differed from its current configuration.  There are 
differences between the central front-gabled section and the two extensions on either side.  The center and east sections share a 
common ridge height, suggesting they were built together to form an L-shaped plan.  However, a difference in the exterior siding 
indicates that one or the other may be an addition, probably added while John Stowbridge owned it.  As indicated by the Sanborn 
maps, this residence had already taken on its L-shaped plan by 1902.  The lower roof ridge of the west section, with siding wider 
than on the principal residence, suggest it is a later addition.  It was constructed by 1912 during the Baldwins' ownership and 
appears on the Sanborn map of that year.  This house represents a common trend of evolution that occurred as families grew or as 
finances allowed.  Instead of moving to another home, families would simply add-on to their existing residence.    

The steep gable roof is typical of the Gothic Revival style that was popular at the end of the nineteenth century.  However, this 
home reflects a rejection of the excessive decoration and detailing that were also common at the time.  This simple residence has 
a wide frieze that “overlaps” the upper floor window in the gable.  The west addition forms a cross gable, a common roof form of 
the Queen Anne and Victorian styles in the early 1900s.  Although in good condition, the house exhibits a low degree of integrity 
due to numerous additions and alterations.

Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Inventory," recorded by Gladys Haynes, 1983
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1926 and 1928 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1902 and 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983
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