
Forest Grove Historic Resource

The "Plat of the Town of Forest Grove" was recorded in 1872 and included the plat of Naylor’s Addition.  By this time, Forest Grove 
had grown into a modest town and its population was beginning to diversify.  Professors, merchants, and physicians were 
migrating to the predominately agricultural community.  The lots in Naylor’s Addition, just west of the Tualatin Academy and 
business district, were attractive to the growing number of professionals moving to the area.

The first owner of this house may have been Otto Parson who purchased the property in 1924 and sold it a year later to Henry D. 
Parson.  According to oral history, the builder and original owner was Don Parsons [sic], a barber.  The 1926 and 1928 directories 
do list a Don Parson as living on this street which at that time was named W. 3rd Avenue, North.  It is possible that Henry D. 
Parson went by the name of Don, considering his middle initial.  There is conflicting information about Don Parson's occupation as 
one source states that he was a former Chamber of Commerce president.  Henry D. Parson retained ownership of the house until 
1960 when he sold it to J.B. and Nellie Bateman.  

The bungalow enjoyed great popularity as a residential style in Oregon.  Few were architect-designed, as a variety of plans were 
available from numerous books and whole kits could be ordered by mail.  The example at 1718 23rd Avenue is a fine example of a 
front-gabled bungalow.  Like many of this type, the porch extends from the front of the house, echoing the roof of the main volume.  
The original features of the house are intact, resulting in a high degree of integrity.  These features are standard for bungalows and 
include the exposed rafter tails, bargeboard, knee braces, truncated porch columns on pedestals, and narrow lap siding.
 
Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Survey," recorded by Gladys L. Haynes, August 1983
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1926 and 1928 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

1718 23rd Ave  -  Parson House
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