Forest Grove Historic Resource

1724 23rd Ave - Homer C. Atwell House

Naylor's Addition was recorded along with the original town plat in 1872. Four of its ten blocks were full-sized with dimensions of
400 feet square and divided into four equal parts. These 200' by 200' lots sold quickly, often to speculators, and over time were
partitioned off into smaller, irregularly shaped lots. By 1912 the area had been partially developed, particularly on the east, with the
construction of one- and two-story houses and their accompanying outbuildings.

The original owner of the house was most likely Homer C. Atwell who later became manager of the Forest Grove Fruit Growers
Association which was established in 1912. Atwell owned the property from 1901 until 1910, when Minnie S. Misz bought it.
Eleven years later, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis C. Misz sold the house to Mary E. Walker and her husband who, according to city
directories, appears to have been Dr. C.E. Walker. Succeeding owners included Edward H. Johnson (1932-1935), Fred H. and
Goldie Newell (1935-1955), Vincent J. and Margaret Vandomelen (1955-1959), and Edward and Helen Upton (1959-1992).

The form of this house is unusual but is similar to two other historic residences located at 1606 Ash Street (1906) and 2038 17th
Avenue (c.1912). The latter was built by Moore and Loynes, owners of a planing mill located on Council Street. It is possible that
they were also the builders, or at least the inspiration, for the residence at 1724 23rd Avenue which exhibits characteristics of the
Bungalow and Craftsman styles. The east half is a side-gabled volume with a recessed porch. The porch roof is supported by an
elephantine column on a brick base. The west half is a front-gabled two-story volume, with the roof ridge placed off center.
Beveled siding clads the first story while wood shingles add relief to the second story. The house is further graced with 1/1
windows with head mouldings, a string course, water table, exposed rafters, and rake molding on bargeboards. The house is in
good condition and retains its character-defining features.

The Craftsman movement was born of the English Arts and Crafts movement, popularized by Gustav Stickley in his magazine, The
Craftsman, and interpreted by builders all over the United States until the late 1920s. Two major style categories fall within the
Craftsman movement: Bungalow, which is generally defined by its size and form, and Craftsman, which shares many Bungalow
characteristics but is usually larger. Both styles emphasized exterior expression of structural elements and the use of natural
materials.
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