
Forest Grove Historic Resource

On August 26, 1872 the Reverend Elkanah Walker platted the land contained in his donation land claim just west of the Pacific 
University campus.  One of the most notable early citizens of Forest Grove, Walker settled in the area in the area in 1849 and 
served as pastor at the Congregational Church.  The Reverend donated land for the establishment of Tualatin Academy, with the 
remaining property platted into four large blocks.

The house was constructed soon after Harry and Flora Belle Crosley purchased the property in 1895.  Harry's cousin, John 
Matthews, is believed to be the builder.  The Crosleys were well established in Forest Grove by the turn of the century.  Crosley’s 
father, William, arrived from Illinois about 1880.  A wagon maker by trade, William would later serve as a town councilman and 
postmaster.  Harry had a photography studio on the second floor of his father’s shop at Main and 21st.  

Soon after his father's death in 1895, Harry Crosley sold the house to Nellie W. Adams, the niece of a former territorial governor, 
who retained ownership until 1905.  Subsequent owners included Rose and Louis Corl (1905-1913), Julia Marsilliot (1913-1925), 
Blanche Richards (1925-1936), J.M. Richards Hausken (1936-1937), John Anderson (1937-1944), and D.A. and Elva Crawford 
(1944-1952).

Known as the Harry A. Crosley House, this 1-1/2 story structure was designed in the Queen Anne style, popular in Oregon from 
1880 to about 1900.  The style is characterized by an irregular plan and massing and by a variety of colors and textures.  Several 
different wall surfaces, such as shingles, horizontal siding and lattice, are typically used in combination.  Various window types 
enhance visual interest and often include glazed or stained glass panes.  The house also exhibits elements of the Eastlake style 
which made liberal use of turned millwork.

The dominant feature of the Crosley House is the one-story wraparound porch at the northwest corner.  It boasts an elaborate 
spindlework frieze and railing, lattice arches, a sunburst entry, and a faceted corner.  The porch is in original condition and, while 
modest, is one of the largest and most elaborate examples in Forest Grove.  The front gable and bay have equally decorative 
surfaces.  Present are fish-scale shingles, parquetry paneling, vertical siding, string courses and lattice. 

The house is located among other turn-of-the-century residences and contributes to the historic character of the neighborhood.  
The Crosley House was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1993 as one of the best remaining examples of Queen 
Anne architecture in Forest Grove.

Sources:
National Register Nomination prepared by Maren Bjork, March 1993
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1886-87, 1888, 1889-90 Polk's business directory titled, "Oregon, Washington and Idaho Gazetteer"
1926 and 1928 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983
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