
Forest Grove Historic Resource

In 1872 Elkanah Walker partitioned a portion of his Donation Land Claim to create Walker’s Addition.  One of the most notable 
early citizens of Forest Grove, Walker settled in the area in the area in 1849 and served as pastor at the Congregational Church.  
As the second recorded plat in Forest Grove, Walker's Addition includes a number of homes constructed around the turn of the 
century. 

Following the initial transfer from Elkanah Walker to A.C. Brown, this property changed hands many times before it was deeded to 
Wilbur W. and Eleanor (nee Russell) McEldowney in 1903.  McEldowney was a prominent local figure and a banker at Forest 
Grove National Bank. The house was built shortly thereafter, reportedly by William McCready, founder of McCready Timber 
Company which later became Copeland Lumber.  McCready was also a trustee of Pacific University and the original owner of a 
large bungalow at 1620 Main Street.  

In 1914 the McEldowneys transferred the title to C.V.B. and Matilda Russell who were certainly relatives, if not parents, of Eleanor.  
C.V.B. Russell (b.1844) came to Forest Grove with Matilda in 1894 and resided there for 16 years.  He had one daughter, most 
likely Eleanor, who attended Pacific University.   An article in the September 15, 1901 issue of the Forest Grove Press states that 
he was formerly a printer and an expert at handset type, first working on the Weekly Union newspaper in 1857.  Upon leaving that 
job, he worked on different papers in several midwestern states.  In 1869, prior to moving to Forest Grove, he published his own 
paper, the Independent Monthly in Glenwood, Iowa.  While in Forest Grove, Russell worked as a shoe dealer on Main Street.

By 1923 C.V.B. Russell had died and the property reverted back to Eleanor who sold it in 1924 to Miss Allison Stewart.  Stewart 
owned the house until 1932 but may have rented it out because city directories indicated that she lived elsewhere.  The next owner 
was Agnes Eleanor Stiles, followed by J.H. Stiles and Laura McCready.  These people were reportedly descendents of the 
McEldowneys.  

The structure is one of the more distinctive houses in Forest Grove and is stylistically similar to a house located one block away at 
2332 A Street.  It sits on a landscaped lot adorned by two Oregon white oaks.  The most prominent feature of this house is its front 
facade which consists of an upper-story portico, two-story classical columns supporting an entablature, and the broad closed 
gable.  All of the gables include bell cast ornamentation, while the front one also contains a bull's-eye window with decorative wood 
keystones.  A small bay projects from the lower portion of the front porch while a two-story bay extends from the north side of the 
house and is flanked by classical columns.  Other decorative features of this house include a stained glass casement window and 
a leaded glass window on the south elevation.

This home has been divided into multiple residential units, a fairly common practice in this neighborhood, but its ground floor 
remains intact.  The period garage to the southwest was converted into a residential unit sometime after 1983.  Despite these 
alterations, this property is in good condition and has retained many of its character-defining features.

Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Inventory," recorded by Gladys Haynes, September 1983
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1926 and 1928 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

2240 A St  -  Wilbur W. and Eleanor McEldowney House #1
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