
Forest Grove Historic Resource

On August 26, 1872 the Reverend Elkanah Walker platted the land contained in his donation land claim just west of the Pacific 
University campus.  One of the most notable early citizens of Forest Grove, Walker settled in the area in the area in 1849 and 
served as pastor at the Congregational Church.  The Reverend donated land for the establishment of Tualatin Academy, with the 
remaining property platted into four large blocks.

The first owner of this house, constructed c.1935, may have R.M. Kines,  Kines purchased it that year and held it until 1958 when 
Alfred E. and Georgia Sylvester bought it.  The Sylvesters still own the house.

Albert Redetzke has been credited with building this Jacobethan house.  He worked in the construction business and, during World 
War I, served as a shipyard supervisor.  His company built the Miller, Walker, Chowning and Holroyd buildings in the Forest Grove 
area, as well as McCormick Hall on the Pacific University campus and the Parson Prune Dryer.  Albert, who retired in 1942, is also 
credited with the construction of 100 homes and many farm buildings in the area.  He reportedly built the houses at 1724 21st 
Avenue and 1824 22nd Avenue.

The style designation "Jacobethan" is used to describe buildings inspired by the architecture of England’s Elizabethan and 
Jacobean periods, such as the residence at 2324 A Street.  Especially characteristic of this style is the brick cladding, use of 
leaded glass, elaborate chimney and gable dormer.  As was common with this Tudor-based style, the siding on the dormer was not 
brick, as on the principal structure, but wood.

This home features a number of decorative features, most notable the diaper pattern brick in the front gable and the leaded 
diamond pane windows at the entry.   As is common with this style, the front door includes leaded panes.  A 1983 survey 
completed for the City of Forest Grove noted the use of 3/4" oak for the floors, and indicated that the original cove molding, light 
fixtures and shutters were original.  This home is virtually intact, and is the only one of its type in Walker’s Addition.

Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Inventory," recorded by Gladys Haynes, October 1983 
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

2324 A St  -  R.M. and Gertrude Kines House
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