Forest Grove Historic Resource

2325 A St - Oscar Brown House #1

On August 26, 1872 the Reverend Elkanah Walker platted the land contained in his donation land claim just west of the Pacific
University campus. One of the most notable early citizens of Forest Grove, Walker settled in the area in the area in 1849 and
served as pastor at the Congregational Church. The Reverend donated land for the establishment of Tualatin Academy, with the
remaining property platted into four large blocks.

The original owner of the house, Oscar Brown, may have been born in Dublin, Ireland. He made his way to Brockville, Ontario
where he married Harriet Dixon (1850-1937), also of Irish descent. While in Canada, Brown apprenticed as a cheese maker
before moving to several locations in Oregon and Washington. His employment included a stint at the Tillamook Cheese Factory.
The Browns moved to Forest Grove in 1893 because of the educational opportunities the area offered. The following year, they
purchased approximately two acres of land on what is now A Street. The Browns built a barn that served as their home until Oscar
completed this house for his wife and three sons, Frank, Clifford and Gordon.

In 1909 the Browns sold this property to Henry Janson for $6,000. After thirty years of ownership, Janson deeded the site to Signe
Lindberg in 1939. The house was transferred after only two years and continued through a series of short-time owners. In 1957
Paul and Edna Schramel purchased the property and, following extensive renovation work, obtained its designation as a local
historic site in 1991.

Oscar Brown, considered a master craftsman, completed this house around the turn of the century. Brown is also attributed with
the construction of the home to the north, at 2335 A Street, a few years later. Constructed without running water or electricity, the
house at 2325 A Street may have been the first home built on A Street between 23rd and 26th avenues. A photograph taken
around 1900 shows Clifford, Frank and Harriet Brown in front of the house, which is flanked by large Oregon white oaks.

The 2-1/2 story frame structure retains many of original elements shown in the ¢.1900 photo, with the exception of a decorative
sunburst and spindle element in the front gable. The 1/1 windows, various types of siding, ornate porch, turned posts and
decorative spindles remain intact. It is a fine example of a late Queen Anne style house popular around the turn of the century in
Oregon. This style, like Stick and Eastlake styles, relied on complex plans, an emphasis on asymmetry and verticality, and
extensive ornamentation. Ornamentation became less extensive with the dawning of the new century, as this house exemplifies.
The high integrity of this house, in combination with its good condition and age, contribute to its historic significance.
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