
Forest Grove Historic Resource

On August 26, 1872 the Reverend Elkanah Walker platted the land contained in his donation land claim just west of the Pacific 
University campus.  Reverend Walker was one of the most notable early citizens of Forest Grove, having settled in the area in 
1849 and served as pastor of the Congregational Church.  Reverend Walker gave a portion of his land to the Tualatin Academy, 
and the remainder was platted into four large blocks that would eventually become the smaller residential and commercial blocks 
now found in this area.
               
The residence at 2119 B Street was built in 1872-73 by early settlers, Jerome A. and Ellen Porter, according to the 1983 survey.  
Mr. Porter arrived in Forest Grove around 1862 where he became a farmer and owner of about 440 acres.  Ellen Wooley Raffety 
Porter came to the area in 1845 at the age of eight.  She had traveled with her parents, Jacob and Ellen Wooley, from Ohio as part 
of the Great Migration.  The Wooleys settled in Washington County and Ellen grew up to marry Joseph C. Raffety, Forest Grove's 
second postmaster, with whom she had one son.  Raffety died in 1859 and three years later, Ellen married Jerome Porter.
               
Shortly before marrying, Porter purchased Henry Buxton, Sr.'s Donation Land Claim just west of Forest Grove.  He operated a farm 
there, in addition to selling real estate and raising livestock.  In 1872-73 the Porters moved into town and enrolled their three 
children, Nellie, Avery and Cary, in the Tualatin Academy.  Mrs. Porter may have operated some type of business for she is listed 
in business gazettes of the 1880s.  In 1892 Porter and his wife's nephew, William Styles Ingles, built the Ingles and Porter building 
at 2036 Main Street.  Mr. Porter passed away in 1896 and was followed by his wife in 1902. 
               
The house was built on land purchased from Reverend William Jolly.  Early Sanborn maps show that the house was enlarged 
between 1888 and 1892.  In 1907 W.H. McEldowney, a prominent banker, purchased the property.  Under his direction, Ed 
Ahlgren moved the house, which originally faced 21st Avenue, to its present location.  From 1911 to 1955 numerous people, 
including E.W. Lamb, Leon T. Sills, William P. Piatt, S.E. Couper and Ludwig Jesse, owned the property.  Harold M. and Gladys 
Haynes, bought the house in 1955.
               
This 1-1/2 story structure has an L-shaped plan, a form common to vernacular houses.  Also called a gable-front-and-wing house, 
this type descended from Greek Revival houses in the northeast.  It gained popularity throughout the country as light framing 
materials became available, while losing the classical detailing and becoming more of a folk house.  The roof has closed gables 
and is accentuated by scrolled corner ornaments and a full entablature with modillions.  Other decorative details include thin 
Tuscan porch columns, corbeled chimneys and a watertable with cap.
                
Dr. and Mrs. John Berry remodeled the house between 1949 and 1954.  Their efforts included a rearrangement of the interior 
layout and the conversion of a side porch to a dining room.  The current owners restored some of the original features after a fire in 
1984 and constructed a porte cochere to resemble the former carriage house.  Although in good condition, the house has low 
integrity primarily due to the replacement of original 1/1 windows with bands of casement windows and the addition of a large shed 
dormer on the front facade.
               
Sources:
Washington County Cultural Resource Survey recorded by Gladys Haynes, 1983  
Request for Re-Evaluation of Significance as a Historic or Cultural Resource, submitted by Gladys Haynes, 15 April 1986
Letter from Harold and Gladys Haynes to Forest Grove City Council, 2 March 1986
 "History of Oregon," p. 1182
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
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Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983
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