
Forest Grove Historic Resource

Naylor's Addition was recorded along with the original town plat in 1872.  Four of its ten blocks were full-sized with dimensions of 
400 feet square and divided into four equal parts.  These 200' by 200' lots sold quickly, often to speculators, and over time were 
partitioned off into smaller, irregularly shaped lots.  By 1912 the area had been partially developed, particularly on the east side, 
with the construction of one- and two-story houses and their accompanying outbuildings.

This property may have been developed by Minnie Baker who purchased it in 1910.  The existing house appears on the 1912 
Sanborn map.  In 1920, the now Minnie Baker Crowther and her husband sold the property to Walker Benjamin.  Benjamin quickly 
transferred it to C.M. Good, who may have rented out the house since city directories list his residence as being on Pacific Avenue, 
West.  He may have also been the owner of Good Investment Company Real Estate.  Good sold the property seven years later in 
1927 to J.E. "Elmer" May and his wife Lea D. May.  They occupied the house and retained ownership until 1946.  Maurice and 
Mary Walsh purchased the property that year and sold it thirty years later to their son, Jacob. 
            
This interesting cross-gabled house enjoys a high level of integrity with its original 1/1 double hung windows, siding and decorative 
features such as string course, turned porch posts and frieze board.  The use of three shingle shapes in the tall gables is unusual 
for it is a technique most often found on Queen Anne or Shingle style houses.  Although the house form is not very common in this 
area, it can be found in some pattern books and catalogs as late as the 1920s.  The Gordon Van-Tine Company offered one cross-
gabled house, describing it as "more house for the money" and promoting its "simple and economic construction."
            
Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Inventory," recorded by Gladys Haynes, July 26, 1983
"117 House Designs of the Twenties," Gordon-Van Tine Company, 1992
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
1926, 1928 and 1959 Forest Grove city directories
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

2130 B St  -  Minnie Baker Crowther House
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