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In September 1980 the City Council, as part of
its Comprehensive Plan, crealed the Historic
Landmarks Board with the purpose “fo creafe o
comprehensive program to idenfily, designate
and profect the history, culture, archasoclogy,
architecture and landscape of Forest Grove."
After 30 years how have we done? Quite well,
thank vou very much, with still @ lot to do.

—fhe Historic Landmarks Board (HLB) is a ceniral
player, but only one of many. in collective effarts
to preserve our historic roots. The accomplishmenis
documented below are numerous, the result of
many people and organizations. Major credit must
go to the past and present City Council leaders
for establishing and maintaining the framework for
preserving our historic structures, but underpinning
the Council are the town's values for historic
presarvation.

The Historic Landmarks Board is o voluniary
cammission of seven individuals at any one time
appointed by the City Council for advising it and
the Plonning Commission. The volunteers are
indivicduals with a heart for preservation, champions
for keeping the “history” in Historic Forest Grove.
There have been many, many people serving on
the Board over these thirty vears, andspoce doesn 't
cllow us to recagnize them. You know who you
are, and to you we express a big collective THANK
YOU for taking the time to serve and making o big
difference,

Preservation efforts predate the Landmarks Board,
going back to the Tualatin Plains Historical Saciety
that was started by a Pacific University president's
pouse and began meeting ot Old College Hall
“in 1250, Az noted in o 2008 Oregonian article
by Jill Rehkopt Smith, "Forest Grove hos always

been flled with historical preservation enthusiasts,
including the late Mary Cowan, who helpedrun the
Tualatin Plains Historical Society and coordinated
oral histaries for the 1985 inventory, Gladys Haines,
Caralyn Buan [author noted below) and others
who have since moved away.” One that has not
moved away is Mary Jo Morelli [and her husband
David), who persanify the ceaseless efforts to
collect stories and arfifacts and tell the story to
benefit cumrent and future generations.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE?

Created 2% Historic Districts — The Clark Historic
Disfrict (174 sites) in 2002, the Painter's Woods
Historic District (42 sifes) in 2009 and in process is
the Walker-Maylor Historic District (147 sites), with
expected approval in 2011, There are lkely more
to come. The first two are close fo each other
in Old Town, while Walker-Naylor s an imegularly
shaped severalsquare-block area  cenfered
between A and C Sheets and 21st and 23rd,
west aof downtown and Pacific University. Historic
Districts are designated by the National Fark
Service and are part of what is more commaonly
known as the National Register of Historc Floces.
It takes a LOT of work (fime and money) to create
the nomination paperwork and the research thot
goes into it, which resulls in a package that is first
approved by the City Council, then by the State of
Oregon (State Histaric Preservalion Office, SHPO),
befare being forwarded for review and approval
by the National Parks Service.

Inventory and Local Historic Register — One
mandate for creating the Board was fo inventary
our lacal resources. The inventory was started as
early as 1982, expanded in 1785 and updated
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The AT Smuth Howge {see siory p, 2)

The Historic Landmarks Board:
Its Origin and Reason for Being

Whyt The Staee ol Oregon pissed enabling legisia-
fion miore than & decade ngn that reguired local commu-
nithes 90 create snme means o identily, designate, and
prdect Bieal Lankmarks,

ot Following thar direction, the City of Forest
Orive enactedd & roning entinance in 1986 covering
filsteries lindrmarks. The City Counch recignized that the
heritage and churaoer of Forest Grove warrnnied
prodection and presecvation. The ordimnee, thereforz,
initiared & comprehenshve progrm o [deatify, designar,
and protest the history, cultune, 2rchacobogy. architec-
ture. and lamdscape of the city

Whead: T0 cieast @i, the ordinance also cregiod &
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Mational Historic PreservationWeek

May 12-19 ks the week set aside by the U5 Degari-
mmeni of Interior amd the National Parks Service as the
time to reflect upon the assess that we heve in hisoric
structares and places {n oor country, This may sousd like
it b nothing to dio with Forest Grove, bal it does.

In e sovwn, theere are g tiefldbngs ther heve been
designated ns National Histosic Registe Properies,
These eight huildings have been deemed as imponant
all Amiericans, not just the people of Fomest Goove, Next
time o @re on Main Sireet, ook o the bullding most of
s know s “Grove Fucndtune” snd be aware that it ks a
mathivnal treasure. For more information on the other
sevien pationally recognised buildngs intnwn, coplas
mnyane on the Forest Grove Hisioric Landmorks Boerd,

Histaric Preservation Yyeak in Farast Grove

This year the Landmarky Boand. in conjunction with
he Cliy of Fores) Grove, b pmood t aneounce (he
estahlishmenl of 2n gward o bonor indivitials shoe have
st omstanding schievement in sofc preservaion
in Forest Gerove. The awand ks 1o be tiled “The Ec (.
Siewan Award.”

The first recipient 15 to be the lafe Eric Stewart. o
one hetter sxempldiies the intent benind the awand than
he, Erle davoed yeaes of effon in nepearching and
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and publish our newsleter,

Renovation Grant Program -

Since beginningin 1994 this program
has funneled 3130000 in funds
o local homeowners of historic
homes to assist with restoration and
maintenance. While the grants are
small and cover only a percentaos
of a project, these funds are o
significant help with preservation
effarts: The money comes from the
Cityusing Communily Enhancement
funds, not taxes.

Newsletters — Quarterly newsletiars
weare started in 19946 ang hove
documented a wealth of
information on a wide varety of
fopics. including information about
some of the more impartant homes.
MNewsletters since 2004 are on the
HLE web site and earlier archives
are expected to be posted.

Web Site - In 2007 the Historic
Landmarks Board created s own
section on the City's web site (ses
www farestarove-orgov and find
the link under Quick Links on the
left). This is a content-rich site that
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in 1998 and has been further refined for each of
the historic district nominations.  This resulted in
a huge paper database that is archived at City
Hall, and a computer database version that was
created by the Friends of Historic Forest Grove
(FHFG), with no access ot the present time. Cver
300 properties have been scrutinized, some have
bean deemed too marginal to designate, but 156
are currently listed on our own local register, which
can be viewed at City Hall [Community Planning
Department, James Reifz).

Certified Local Government Approval — There
are both national and state programs to coardinate
and drive ocur preservation programs, and ane that
the State, via the State Histaric Preservation Office
[SHPC), sponsors is the Certfified Local Government
[CLG) program, designed to add a level of
professionalism and legality to local preservation
efforts. In March 1994 Forest Grove became the
first in Washington County and the 14th in Oregon
to be designated a CLG, while today that number
has expanded to 37 and is growing. Through this
program, Forest Grove has received many funding
grants that dllowed ws to retain professional
consultants to develop our historic district plans

answers most of the questions that

newcomers and  experenced
resicdents alike would have, archives useful
information and provides some helpful links. The
“Walking Tour" link (developed by the Friends)
points to a detailed map and provides a wealih
of information about homes
and history.

Design Guidelines - The
Landmarks Board has
published a majer document
{on the web site} that provides
speciiic  suggestions  when
restoring or contemplating
changes for different parts
of historic buildings, such as
porches, londscaping, roofs,
exteriors, doors and windows,
outbuildings, and athers. These
guidelines were reviewsd by
the Planning Commission,
who recommended we fake
the next step of reformatfing
them to more closely parallel
building codes sohomeowners
can rmore easily relate to their
specifiic project.

Eric Stewart. Photo court
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Eric Stewarf - Eric
Stewart was a  local
resident who  passed
away in the mid-1990s
butin the years since he
moved here in 1982 he
‘had a personal mission
to collect photos, slides,
articles and newspaper
clippings about Forest
Grove, Upon his passing
his wife, Thalia, donated
his collection 1o the
Board Members Library, and a large
o effortis nearly complete
to catalog his collection
and make it publicly
avaoilable.  Thalia also
sponsored a significant
and professionally done
decade-by-decade
poster history of Forest Grove which can be viewed
at the Fiends of Histaric Forest
Grove officesin the old Train Station
at 19th and Main.

Eric Stewart Award — In 15946 a
new onnual oward was created
to recognize and honor individuals
or groups that hove made o
significant confribution 1o our
historic  preservation. Nominges
are solicited by the HLB, and o
recommendafion is forwarded to
the City Council for approval and
recognition. Recipientsare hanarad
ot o Council meefing and their
efforts are publicized. Past award
recipients are Eric Stewort, Gladys
Haynes, Mary Jo Morelli, Friends
of Historic Forest Grove, Edwin
Day., FNWF ({Bob McKee), Dale
Mitcheltree Architects, Evergreen
Pacific Construction (lim Rowley),
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History

sv of FG News Times

Michelle Dennis, Rick Read, Committee to Preserve
the AT Smith property, Bill Drew, Monty Smith, Mike
and Brian McMenamin (for Grand Ladge), Kimberli
Fitzgerald (historic preservationist], and the AT
Smith implementation and funding commitiee.

Historic Style Sireef Signs — with the creation of
historic districts, new signs were developed to mark
the districts and to reinforce the historic nature of
the area.

Friends of Historic Forest Grove (FHFG) - Farmed
shortly afterthe Historic Landmarks Board, the Friends
of Historic Forest Grove is a 50123 public charity that
was organized on volunteer effort to document the
history of the area, prepare educational programs
for classroom, civic, and public presentations and
produce annual events on tfopics of historical
interest such as a spring garden tour and a fall tour
of historical homes., The organization also hosts
other events throughout the year that serve both
to enhance cultural owareness ond roise funds to
support the organizafion's activities, goals, and
projects. Two recent major accomplishments are
the acquisiion and beginning restoration of the
very historic Alvin [AT) Smith house, and developing
the photographic history book of Forest Grove.

LOOKING FORWARD

The next 30 years will bring relentless pressures
on Forest Grove to accommodate a larger
population, expand employment opportunities,
add to our road system, perhaps fie into light rail,
and cope with our natural realities such as storms,
earthquakes, termites. rot and aging structures.
Preserving historic structures will not get any easier,
but it may never be more important.

As the Landmarks Board considers the near future,
it expects to champion historic preservation ideals,
offer educational help to home and business
awners of histaric structures, and explore creating
more historic  districts, including one for the
downlown core.
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may have.

The Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board Grant Program
Is your house on our local register? If it is. did you know that your house is eligible for restoration / reha-
bilitation grant funding? The Historic Landmarks Board has funds to help you with your projects. If you
are planning any exterior restoration work such as restoring architectural features or if you have structural
work to do such a foundation repair, we’d love to help. We fund projects up to 50% of the cost of the job
per grant. Come see us! We can also help you find historically appropriate solutions to any problems you

The Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board

George Cushing (secretary)  503-357-2767  greenacres2i@verizon.net
Kevin Kamberg 503-357-8736  kevini@oregonrainsticks.com
Neil Poulsen (chair) 503-359-7812  nkpoulsen@yahoo.com
Claude Romig 503-359-1886  kalekop(aicomeast.nel

Holly Tsur 503-992-0894  holly.tsuri@gmail.com

Larry Wade 503-312-7745  larrywade(@comcast.net

Preserving Forest Grove is a quarterly newsletter published by the Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board to
help fulfill its duty of public education regarding the preservation of cultural resources. If you would like to be

-~

on the mailing list. please call James Reitz at 303-992-3233, or jreitzi@ foresigrove-or.gov,

Historic Landmarks Board
City of Forest Grove

PO Box 326

Forest Grove, OR 97116

In this 1ssue:
Pickling Forest Grove — Celebrating 30 years of Historic Preservation

This publication recerves federal finoneral assisunce for the dentification and protection of historie properties. Under Title Y1 of the Crvil Rights Act of 1964 and
Seetion 504 of the Rehabilitation Al of 1973, the U5 Deparment of the Tnterior prohibits discrimination on the basis of mee, cofor, ege, rticnal oFigin, s, o
handicap in its federatly assisted programs. 10 you believe you have been diseriminated aguinst in any program, activity of facility operated by a recprent of federal
pssistance, or if you desire further information, please weite to: Office for Eyual Opportunity, U8 Department of the Interior, PO Box 37127, Wishington, [30. 20013

The aetivity that is the subject of (his publication has heen fingnced in part with federal funsds from the Mational Park Serviee, LS Depariment of the Intcrior, as provided
thrnugh the Chregoen State [listoric Preservation Olfice. However, the contents and opinions expressed hereim do not necessanly reflect the views ar pelicies ofthe Deparment
of the Intecior, nor Joes the mention of any twode names or commercial products constilute endorsement or recommendation by the LS. Department of the [nterior



