In 1842, long before

the first wave of settlers
traveled the Oregon
Trail, Reverend
Harvey Clark and
his wife Emeline
arrived in what was
then known as the
“West Tualatin Plains”
With the help of Alvin
Red¥ Biroey Clark Thompson Smith, the
Clarks built a log home for
1eir family, followed by a meetinghouse that
rved as the First Congregational Church and

s a schoolhouse.

n 1847, Tabitha Brown arrived in Forest Grove
nd, after befriending the Clarks, started

n orphan asylum in conjunction with the
choolhouse. In 1849 the Oregon Territorial
egislature granted an official charter and

he asylum became the Tualatin Academy with
Jarvey Clark serving as President of the Board
f Trustees. In 1854 the academy became known
as the Tualatin Academy and Pacific University.
The Tualatin Academy later closed,
though its legacy lives on in

Pacific University.
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The Rogers

Mansion once

graced the
area known
today as
Rogers Park

As the newly elected

President, Clark granted 200 acres of land to

be sold for the purpose of creating an endowment
for the academy, and later endowed an additional
150 acres. The land, which was originally platted
into one-acre lots, is the area of town where the
Clark National Register Historic District now sits.
In 1851 the small community growing around

the academy became known as Forest Grove, with

the city being

officially P

incorporated ﬂ/‘ H

in 1872. e

Lots were g
purchased ! =3 ‘
on the land A historic vigy of a resident;q street

donated by Harvey Clark

and homes were built for local residents working
in various occupations including doctors, lawyers,
merchants, farmers, and railroad employees.
This diverse population is reflected in the broad
spectrum of architectural styles found within the
district. Styles from the 19th century include
the Second Empire, Italianate, Classical Revival,

Farmhouse and Queen Anne.
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At the turn of the century, Forest Grove
witnessed a boom in additional architectural
styles, including the Transitional Box, Colonial
Revival, Bungalow and Craftsman. And the
tapestry of
historic houses
within the
district would

not be complete

without the
mighty Oregon
White Oaks

and Giant Sequoias. Scattered throughout the

Large trees line the streets of the district

district, many of the Giant Sequoias were brought
from California as seedlings by John Porter in
the years immediately following the Gold Rush.
Many of these impressive trees maintain historic

designation themselves.

The commitment to community

of the early pioneers is manifested
today in Forest Grove’s dedication
to preserving its history. It is this
commitment that resulted in

the formation and designation

of the Clark National Register
Historic District in 2002. The
community of Forest Grove
invites you to enjoy and
explore all that it has

to offer...old and new.

HISTORIC PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE ERIC STEWART COLLECTION.

AND THE PRIVATE COLLECTION OF MARY JO MORELLI EXCEPT
WHERE OTHERWISE NOTED.
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