
FOREST GROVE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 30, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 
COMMUNITY AUDITORIUM  

PAGE 1    
 
 

Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 
Council approved minutes as presented April 13, 2009. 

 
 

1. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Richard Kidd called the regular City Council meeting to order at 7:07 
p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL PRESENT:  
Victoria Lowe, Camille Miller, Thomas Johnston, Ronald Thompson, Peter 
Truax, Elena Uhing, and Mayor Richard Kidd.  STAFF PRESENT:  Michael 
Sykes, City Manager; Jack Hammond, City Attorney; Jon Holan, Community 
Development Director; Kerry Aleshire, Police Chief; Michael Kinkade, Fire 
Chief; Colleen Winters, Library Director; Jeff Williams, Police Captain; and 
Bev Maughan, Assistant to City Manager.  

  
1. A. PROCLAMATION:  NATIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WEEK 

Truax proclaimed April 12 – April 18, 2009, as “National Community 
Development Week”. 

  
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:    

  
 Community Garden in the City: 
 Walt Wentz, Forest Grove, addressed Council and presented a copy of a 

proposed agreement between the City of Forest Grove, Forest Grove Parks 
and Recreation, and Forest Grove Community Garden, noting the agreement 
is proposing that the City permit the Forest Grove Community Garden, a 
group of unpaid citizen volunteers, to access, maintain, and cultivate a 
garden site adjacent to the City’s Light and Power Department substation, 
located at the north end of Maple Street.  Wentz outlined the proposed 
guidelines as noted in the agreement and explained the agreement proposes 
that the City provide administrative assistance in collecting applications and 
rental fees and to provide publication for the Community Garden.  In 
addition, Wentz presented a copy of the Community Garden Plot Rental 
Rules and Regulations.   
 
John White, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the above-noted 
testimony. 
 
Council Discussion: 
In response to Council’s inquiry, Sykes advised he would meet with Wentz to 
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formalize the agreement.   
  
 Code Amendment Allowing Chickens in the City: 
 Stephanie Vasquez-Pettit, Forest Grove, addressed Council to inquiry about 

amending the City Code to allow domesticated poultry and fowl (no roosters 
or small goats) as backyard pets on properties zoned single-family 
residential.  Vasquez-Pettit requested that Council consider directing staff 
to review and amend the City Code for Council consideration by the second 
Council meeting in April and asked each Council member to express their 
support for or in opposition of amending City Code.  Vasquez-Pettit 
distributed a copy of her written statement and an outline of her proposed 
Code language and provisions to the Council for their review.  In addition, 
Vasquez-Pettit indicated that she has established an online community 
website, “Sustainable-Forest Grove Yahoo”, noting supporters of the 
proposed Code amendment and the Community Garden group have begun 
working together to alleviate some of the food cost burdens felt by a large 
number of Forest Grove residents.   

  
 Ron Tyrrell, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the above-noted 

testimony.  
  
 Shawn Waldow, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the above-

noted testimony. 
  
 Barbara Summer, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the above-

noted testimony. 
  
 Kristin Ludwig, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the above-

noted testimony. 
  
 Jojuan Cedergreen, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the 

above-noted testimony. 
  
 Debbie Schaffner, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the above-

noted testimony. 
  
 Buchanans, Forest Grove, signed in under Citizen Communications in support 

of the above-noted testimony.   
  
 Crains, Forest Grove, signed in under Citizen Communications in support of 
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the above-noted testimony. 
  
 John White, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the above-noted 

testimony. 
  
 Kate Hoggins, Forest Grove, signed in under Citizen Communications in 

support of the above-noted testimony. 
  
 Andy and Angie McVay, Forest Grove, addressed Council in support of the 

above-noted testimony. 
  
 Written Testimony: 

Sykes distributed for Council’s review copies of five e-mails that were 
submitted by citizens who expressed support of the above-proposed Code 
amendment.  
 
Council Discussion: 
In response to the above-noted testimony heard, Mayor Kidd explained the 
process of amending the City Code, noting the process is a land use issue, 
which requires Planning Commission recommendation.  The Planning 
Commission will be required to hold Public Hearing(s) and take testimony 
before submitting a recommendation to the Council for consideration.  In 
conclusion, Mayor Kidd asked staff to proceed with the process of amending 
City Code.   

  
3.  CONSENT AGENDA:  Items under the Consent Agenda are considered routine 

and will be adopted with a single motion, without separate discussion.  
Council members who wish to remove an item from the Consent Agenda may 
do so prior to the motion to approve the item(s).  Any item(s) removed from 
the Consent Agenda will be discussed and acted upon following the approval 
of the Consent Agenda item(s).  

 
A. Approve City Council Joint Western Washington County Cities Work 

Session Meeting Minutes of March 5, 2009. 
B. Approve City Council Work Session (Light and Power) Meeting 

Minutes of March 9, 2009. 
C. Approve City Council Joint Work Session with Planning Commission 

(Metro Reserves Update) Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2009. 
D. Approve City Council Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2009. 
E. Accept Committee for Citizen Involvement Meeting Minutes of 
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February 10, 2009. 
F. Accept Community Forestry Commission Meeting Minutes of 

February 18, 2009. 
G. Accept Economic Development Commission Meeting Minutes of 

September 11, October 2, November 6, December 4, 2008, and 
January 15, and February 5, 2009. 

H. Accept Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes of 
January 21, 2009. 

I. Accept Public Safety Advisory Commission Meetings of February 25, 
2009. 

J. Community Development Department Monthly Building Activity 
Report for February 2009. 

K. Fire Department Monthly Statistics Report for February 2009. 
L. ENDORSE LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION RENEWALS FOR 2009: 

- Seven Eleven Store #2362-20715C, 2001 Yew Street (Off-
Premises Sales) 

- Tienda La Rosa, Inc.,  3012 Pacific Avenue, Suite F (Off-
Premises Sales) 
 

MOTION:  Councilor Truax moved, seconded by Councilor Lowe, to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0 by 
voice vote.  

  
4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:   

Sykes added an Executive Session in accordance with ORS 192.660(2)(h) to 
discuss Council’s legal rights and duties with regard to current litigation or 
litigation likely to be filed, which was held prior to the regular meeting. 

  
5. PRESENTATIONS:   

  
5. A.  Financial Audit Report for Period Ending June 30, 2008: 

Downey introduced Paul Nielson, ISLER, CPA, who presented a PowerPoint 
presentation outlining the audit process and presented the financial audit 
report for period ending June 30, 2008, noting the audit identified 
deficiencies in internal control as follows:  1) Long-term debt that caused 
liabilities not to be entered on the City’s accounting system.  Nielson noted 
staff has been advised to review all City contracts prior to execution and 
ensure entries are made in the City’s accounting system on a timely basis.  
2) Government-wide financial reporting identified revenues that were being 
recorded on a modified accrual basis.  Nielson noted staff has been advised 
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to develop written procedures prior to the end of this fiscal year and train 
staff on those procedures so the revenues can be recorded in the correct 
period.  3) Liability due to Clean Water Services (CWS).  Nielson noted staff 
has been advised to ensure the City accrues the actual amount due to CWS 
at year-end for more accurate financial reporting.  In addition, Nielson 
commended staff for their assistance and support during the audit process.   
Council Discussion: 
In response to Council concerns, Neilson and Downey addressed inquiries 
pertaining to accounting methods and cash flow.  In conclusion of the above 
discussion, Mayor Kidd noted, pursuant to City Charter, Section 20(8), he has 
appointed Councilors Truax and Johnston to conduct a review of the audit 
report.  

  
6. DEPARTMENT WORK PLANS AND ACTION PLANS FOR 2009: 

Sykes reported the Council established a Work Plan with 45 Council 
objectives, noting the Council objectives will become the City’s Work Plan 
and a guide for Council and City staff as they move forward throughout the 
year.  Sykes advised that he has asked each Department Director to present 
their Department Work Plan to Council, noting the department presentations 
will be presented in three consecutive meetings as the first step in 
beginning this year’s budget process.   

  
 • Library Department: 

Winters presented a copy of the Library Department’s Work Plan as 
noted in her staff report.  Winters’ report focused on completing 
various tasks the Library Commission is undertaking; implementing a 
volunteer program under the direction of the new Library Volunteer 
Coordinator; evaluating public desk management; evaluating open 
hours; conducting customer service training; and other various 
departmental-related programs and projects.  In addition, Winters 
addressed Council Goal Objectives pertaining to library late fees and 
library book depositories. 

  
 • Fire Department: 

Kinkade presented a PowerPoint presentation, which outlined the 
Fire Department’s Work Plan as noted in his staff report.  Kinkade’s 
report focused on strategic planning; accreditation; various grant 
opportunities; updating the emergency operations plan; fire 
inspections; recruitment program; conducting various safety classes 
and training programs; and other various departmental-related 
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programs and projects.  
  
 • Police Department: 

Aleshire presented a PowerPoint presentation, which outlined the 
Police Department’s Work Plan as noted in his staff report.  
Aleshire’s report focused on strategic planning; departmental 
compliance regulations; updating goals and mission statement; 
various grant opportunities; policy development; community outreach 
programs; community service officer projects; emergency planning 
and training; and other various departmental-related programs and 
projects.  In addition, Aleshire addressed Council Goal Objectives 
pertaining to the graffiti ordinance timelines; acquiring grants; public 
safety security/fenced yard; and promoting code enforcement.  

  
7. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT: 

Sykes reported on upcoming events as noted in the Council calendar and 
reported on other various upcoming local meetings and events.  In addition, 
Sykes reported on various legislative-related and city-related matters.  

  
8. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 

Johnston reported on various meetings he attended and the upcoming 
meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Lowe reported on various meetings she attended and the upcoming meetings 
she was planning to attend. 
 
Miller reported on various meetings she attended and the upcoming 
meetings she was planning to attend. 
 
Thompson reported on various meetings he attended and the upcoming 
meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Truax reported on various meetings he attended and the upcoming meetings 
he was planning to attend.  
 
Uhing reported on various meetings she attended and the upcoming 
meetings she was planning to attend. 
 
Mayor Kidd reported on various Metro and Washington County meetings and 
tours he attended and upcoming meetings and events he was planning to 
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attend.  Mayor Kidd reported on various Washington County transportation 
issues, various regional and local issues, and various upcoming community 
events and activities.  In response to Mayor Kidd’s inquiry, Holan distributed 
a handout pertaining to Senate Bill 566, Metro Subregions for Non-
Contiguous Areas, and agreed to attend the hearing in Salem to testify in 
support of the bill.  

  
9. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mayor Kidd adjourned the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

  
_________________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

 


