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Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 
Council approved minutes as presented October 26, 2009. 

 
 

1. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Richard Kidd called the regular City Council meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL PRESENT:  
Thomas Johnston, Victoria Lowe, Camille Miller, Ronald Thompson, Peter 
Truax, Elena Uhing, and Mayor Richard Kidd.  STAFF PRESENT:  Michael Sykes, 
City Manager; Paul Downey, Administrative Services Director; Jon Holan, 
Community Development Director; Janet Lonneker, Light and Power Director; 
Aaron Ashbaugh, Police Captain (present in the audience); Colleen Winters; 
Library Director (present in the audience); Rob Foster, Public Works Director 
(present in the audience); and Anna Ruggles, City Recorder.  

  
1. A. AWARD PRESENTATIONS: 

Fire Department Retirees: 
Mayor Kidd and Truax presented a Certificate of Appreciation and plaque 
honoring Mike Hutchens, Assistant Chief, in recognition of 45 years of 
volunteer service, and John Greeley, Division Chief, in recognition of 30 
years of volunteer service, to the Forest Grove Fire Department.  Chief 
Kinkade commended Hutchens and Greenly for their dedicated service and 
commitment to the City.  

  
 Governor Kulongoski’s Fitness Leadership Award:  

Mayor Kidd, Truax, and Gamble presented the Governor Kulongoski’s Fitness 
Leadership Award to Susan Fleskes, a retired Forest Grove School District 
teacher who is currently a cross country/swim coach.  Mayor Kidd noted the 
award winner was announced at the annual League of Oregon Cities 
Conference.   

  
1. B. PROCLAMATION: 

Truax read the proclamation commending Mayor Richard Kidd for his 
dedication, superior mayoral leadership, and passion for civic duty, and for his 
outstanding achievements in providing the highest qualities of public service 
during his tenure as Forest Grove Mayor.  Mayor Kidd resigned effective 
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October 22, 2009, serving as Forest Grove’s 44th Mayor, from 1993 through 
1994 and 1998 through 2009 and as Forest Grove City Councilor from 1988 
through 1993 and 1994 through 1998.  The proclamation will be made a 
permanent record of the City in honor of the City’s 44th Mayor.  In addition, 
Truax presented Mayor Kidd with various Certificates of Recognition awarded 
by the Washington County Coordinating Committee, Washington County 
Community Development Block Grant, and the League of Oregon Cities Annual 
Conference Awards.  In conclusion of the above presentation, David Bragdon, 
Metro Council President, who was present in the audience, thanked Mayor Kidd 
for his past dedication and representation involving various regional affairs.    

  
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:   

Sam VanDyke, Forest Grove, addressed Council to inquire about keeping a 
portion of Verboort Road and the surrounding lands in Urban Reserves instead 
of Rural Reserves, noting he currently owns farmland by Verboort Road.  
VanDyke voiced concern that if Metro locks his property into a 50-year Rural 
Reserves, Metro will effectively take away the future value of his land and his 
options as a landowner in the future.  Additionally, VanDyke voiced concern of 
using Council Creek as the boundary for Rural Reserves, noting Verboort Road 
is a more logically boundary, noting this roadway is a major arterial connecting 
Highway 47, Forest Grove, and Sunset Highway. 

  
3.  CONSENT AGENDA:  Items under the Consent Agenda are considered routine 

and will be adopted with a single motion, without separate discussion.  Council 
members who wish to remove an item from the Consent Agenda may do so prior 
to the motion to approve the item(s).  Any item(s) removed from the Consent 
Agenda will be discussed and acted upon following the approval of the Consent 
Agenda item(s).  

 
A. ITEM REMOVED, REFER BELOW.  
B. ITEM REMOVED, REFER BELOW.  
C. Accept Historic Landmarks Board Meeting Minutes of August 25, 2009. 
D. Accept Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes of July 15, 

  2009. 
E. Accept Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of July 7 and August 3,  

  2009. 
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F. ITEM REMOVED, REFER BELOW.  
G. Community Development Department Monthly Building Activity Report 
 for September 2009. 
H. RESOLUTION NO. 2009-60 ATTESTING THE RESIGNATION OF MAYOR 
 RICHARD KIDD; ATTESTING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILOR 
 PETER TRUAX; AND ATTESTING THE APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILOR 
 PETER TRUAX AS MAYOR, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 22, 2009. 

 
MOTION:  Councilor Truax moved, seconded by Councilor Uhing, to approve 
the Consent Agenda as amended.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0 by voice vote. 

  
3. A. APPROVE CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION (RETIREMENT PLAN) MEETING 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2009 
Sykes removed the above-noted item from the Consent Agenda at the request 
of the City Recorder who advised the Council the minutes would be presented 
for Council consideration at the next Council meeting of October 26, 2009. 

  
3. B.  APPROVE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 28, 

2009 
Sykes removed the above-noted item from the Consent Agenda at the request 
of the City Recorder who advised the Council the minutes would be presented 
for Council consideration at the next Council meeting of October 26, 2009. 

  
3. F. ACCEPT PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 9 AND 

AUGUST 13, 2009 
Miller removed the above-noted item from the Consent Agenda and referenced 
Page 1 of the Public Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of August 13, 2009.  
Miller asked Sykes to looking into the comment made about the allocation of 
monies raised from the brick sales, noting she was under the impression the 
monies raised were for the purpose of purchasing city art not school district 
art.  
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Kidd asked for a motion 
and vote to accept the above-noted item.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Truax moved, seconded by Councilor Uhing, to approve 



FOREST GROVE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
OCTOBER 12, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY AUDITORIUM  
PAGE 4    

 
 

the Consent Agenda Item 3. F. as presented. MOTION CARRIED 7-0 by voice 
vote. 

  
4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  

Truax added Agenda Item 1. B. as noted above and Agenda Item  4. A. as noted 
below.   
 
Sykes deleted Agenda Item 5. A. 2009 Watershed Timber Harvest Update.  

  
4. A.  RESOLUTION NO. 2009-63 CITY OF FOREST GROVE CITY COUNCIL 

DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY AS SURPLUS 
Truax added the above-noted resolution to the Agenda, noting the purpose of 
the resolution is to declare Mayor Richard Kidd’s nameplate as surplus 
property, as Mayor Kidd’s resignation is effective October 22, 2009, noting this 
Council meeting is Mayor Kidd’s last official meeting.   
 
Before proceeding with the Council discussion, Truax asked for a motion to adopt 
Resolution No. 2009-63. 
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2009-63 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Lowe moved, seconded by Councilor Johnston, to 
adopt Resolution No. 2009-63 City of Forest Grove City Council Declaring 
Certain Property as Surplus.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no discussion from the Council, Truax asked for a roll call vote on the 
above motion.  
 
VOICE VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors Johnston, Lowe, Miller, Thompson, Truax, 
and Uhing.  NOES: None.  ABSTAINED:  Mayor Richard Kidd.  MOTION 
CARRIED 6-0. 

  
4. B.  CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE DELIBERATIONS AND SELECTION PROCESS: 

Mayor Kidd opened the candidate deliberations and selection process.  Mayor 
Kidd reported the following applicants (alpha order) submitted applications for 
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the City Council vacancy, noting all ten applicants met the application 
requirements pursuant to City Charter and City Code.  Mayor Kidd reported the 
Council reviewed the applications in Work Session on September 14, 2009, and 
held a Work Session earlier (October 12, 2009) to conduct the oral interviews.  
Mayor Kidd noted the Council interviewed all the applicants for the Council 
vacancy, with the exception of Robert Mills who was unable to attend his 
interview. 
 

1. Deena Ellen Barrett 
2. Mark John Barrett 
3. Thomas D. Beck 
4. Thomas Christopher BeLusko, Jr. 
5. Aldace “Aldie” N. Howard 
6. Jonathan Kipp Glenn 
7. Kristy Kottkey 
8. Mike Maloney 
9. Robert Atwood Mills (did not attend interview) 
10. Gary Tiffany 

 
Ballots: 
Ruggles advised Council that per the City Attorney’s recommendation, and 
pursuant to ORS 192.650(1)(C), secret ballots are prohibited, noting the ballots 
must identify the vote of each Councilmember.   
 
Hearing no discussion from the Council, Mayor Kidd asked Ruggles to distribute 
the ballots.  Mayor Kidd advised each Councilmember to submit their ballot to 
the City Recorder, ranking their top three candidates on a scale of 3 (highest) 
to 1 (lowest).   
 
Ruggles tallied each Councilmembers’ votes as follows: 
 

Applicant: P
T 

VL CM Kidd RT E
U 

TJ Total Score: 

Deena Barrett        0 
Mark Barrett        0 
Thomas Beck  2 2 2 2  2 10 
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Thomas BeLusko 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 19 
Aldace Howard       1 1 
Jonathan Kipp 2 1  1  1  5 
Kristy Kottkey 3    1   4 
Mike Maloney      2  2 
Robert Mills   1     1 
Gary Tiffany        0 

 
Upon tallying the ballots, Ruggles announced the following top three 
candidates: 
 

1. Thomas BeLusko (19) 
2. Thomas Beck (10) 
3. Jonathan Kipp (5) 

 
Before proceeding with the Council discussion, Mayor Kidd asked for a motion to 
consider appointing one of the top three candidates to fill the Council vacancy.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Miller moved, seconded by Councilor Lowe, to appoint 
Thomas BeLusko, Jr., to fill the City Council vacancy, appointed term of 
office ending November, 2012. 
 
Council Discussion: 
Mayor Kidd opened the floor and roundtable discussion ensued as each 
Councilmember expressed their sincere appreciation to all the candidates for 
taking time to apply for the City Council vacancy.  Council collectively 
expressed that they were very impressed by the responses to the interview 
questions.  In conclusion of the above discussion, Council collectively 
encouraged the other candidates to consider finding other ways to participate 
in City matters, such as applying for Citizen Advisory Boards, Committees or 
Commissions.   
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Kidd asked for a roll call 
vote on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors Johnston, Lowe, Miller, Thompson, 
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Truax, Uhing, and Mayor Kidd.  NOES: None.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
Mayor Kidd announced that a Resolution making BeLusko’s formal appointment 
as City Councilor would be considered at the next Council meeting of October 
26, 2009, at which time, the Oath of Office would be administered by the City 
Recorder. 

  
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

  
5. A. 2009 Watershed Timber Harvest Update: 

The above-noted item was rescheduled to the next meeting of October 26, 
2009. 

  
6. RESOLUTION NO. 2009-61 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO PROVIDE 

NOTIFICATION TO BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION (BPA) OF THE CITY 
OF FOREST GROVE’S INTENT TO PURCHASE THE SHORT-TERM TIER 2 OPTION 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-2014 
 
Staff Report: 
Lonneker presented the above-proposed resolution for Council consideration, 
noting the resolution authorizes the City Manager to notify Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA) of the City’s intent to purchase the Short-Term Tier II 
Option to serve retail load that exceeds the City’s high water mark by more 
than 1 aMW for Fiscal Year 2012-14.  Lonneker advised that by selecting the 
Short-Term Tier II Option, the City will have flexibility to pursue other BPA 
opportunities to serve load growth in the future, noting the next due date for 
selecting a Plan will occur in 2011.    
 
Before proceeding with the Council discussion, Mayor Kidd asked for a motion to 
adopt Resolution No. 2009-61. 
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2009-61 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Lowe moved, seconded by Councilor Johnston, to 
approve Resolution No. 2009-61 Authorizing the City Manager to Provide 
Notification to Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) of the City of Forest 
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Grove’s Intent to Purchase the Short-Term Tier 2 Option for Fiscal Year 
2012-2014.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no discussion from the Council, Mayor Kidd asked for a roll call vote on 
the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL:  AYES:  Councilors Johnston, Lowe, Miller, Thompson, Truax, 
Uhing, and Mayor Kidd.  NOES:  None.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

  
7.  RESOLUTION NO. 2009-62 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 

THE AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTRUCTION EXCISE TAX INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN METRO AND THE CITY OF FOREST GROVE  
 
Staff Report: 
Holan presented the above-proposed resolution for Council consideration, 
noting the resolution authorizes the City Manager to endorse an amendment to 
the current Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between the City and Metro, 
noting the amendment to the IGA would extend collection of the Construction 
Excise Tax (CET) until September 30, 2014.   
 
Before proceeding with the Council discussion, Mayor Kidd asked for a motion to 
adopt Resolution No. 2009-62. 
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2009-62 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Miller moved, seconded by Councilor Lowe, to adopted 
Resolution No. 2009-62 Authorizing the City Manager to Execute the 
Amendment to the Construction Excise Tax Intergovernmental Agreement 
between Metro and the City of Forest Grove. 
 
Council Discussion: 
Mayor Kidd opened the floor and roundtable discussion ensued pertaining to 
the purpose of the CET and the City having to collect the tax for Metro.  In 
response to Council concerns, Mayor Kidd explained the City retains a five 
percent (5%) administrative fee for administering the CET.  Holan explained 
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the CET is collected only for new construction over $100,000. 
 
Johnston voiced concern that Metro held no Public Hearings in Forest Grove or 
near western Washington County to hear citizen input on extending the 
collection of the CET.  
 
Uhing voiced concern of extending the collection of the CET on Metro’s behalf 
due to the struggling economy.  
 
Thompson concurred, noting there has been a significant economic climate 
change since 2006 when Metro first established the CET.   
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Kidd asked for a roll call 
vote on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors Johnston, Lowe, Miller, Truax, and 
Mayor Kidd.  NOES:  Councilor Thompson and Uhing.  MOTION CARRIED 5-2. 

  
 COUNCIL RECESSED AT 8:07 P.M. AND RECONVENED AT 8:17 P.M. 
  

8. VERBAL REPORT ON THE PLANNING COMMISSION’S REVIEW PERTAINING TO 
MAKING THE GREATEST PLACE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM METRO’S CHIEF 
OPERATING OFFICER  
 
Staff Report: 
Holan reported the purpose of the above-noted report was to share with 
Council the Planning Commission’s review of the report titled “Making the 
Greatest Place:  Strategies for a Sustainable and Prosperous Region”, 
submitted by Metro’s Chief Operating Officer (COO).  Holan presented a 
PowerPoint Presentation outlining the general comments and map-related 
comments heard from the Planning Commission; staff meeting notes with 
Washington County; and the Core 4 discussions.  In addition, Holan presented a 
map titled “Potential Candidate Reserve Area” showing the Planning 
Commission’s recommendations.  Holan reported as proposed in the COO’s 
report, Metro’s recommendation does not propose Urban Reserves north of 
Council Creek, near Forest Grove and Cornelius, and north of U.S. 26, north of 
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Hillsboro.  Holan noted Metro’s recommendation for Urban Reserves around 
Forest Grove is 37 acres south of town and the area east of Thatcher Road and 
south of Purdin Road.  Holan also mentioned that the COO proposes to place 
the remaining area around Forest Grove in Rural Reserves.  Holan noted areas 
of further discussion for Urban Reserves by the Core 4 Committee, which 
Kathryn Harrington serves as Metro’s representative, are the Purdin Road area, 
included in the COO’s recommendation, and 2,652 acres north of Council 
Creek above Forest Grove.  In conclusion, Holan advised that the Planning 
Commission, as well as City staff, do not believe the current Urban Reserves 
recommendations contained in the COO’s report adequately addresses Forest 
Grove’s long-term employment land needs, noting if projections are too low 
and additional lands are needed, there would be no opportunity for Forest 
Grove to add more areas to the Urban Reserves in the future if the area is 
placed in Rural Reserves.  
  
Council Discussion: 
Mayor Kidd opened the floor and roundtable discussion ensued pertaining to 
Metro’s recommendation for Urban Reserves for Forest Grove.  Holan 
addressed Council concerns pertaining to Metro’s recommendations and 
strategies for Forest Grove.  Council collectively voiced concern of being 
unable to add more areas to the Urban Reserves in the future if the area is 
placed in Rural Reserves as recommended by Metro.  In addition, Council 
discussion ensued pertaining to Forest Grove’s long-term employment land 
needs being better suited in the area north of Forest Grove.  At the conclusion 
of the above discussion, Council collectively agreed to request that the 
addition of the area east of Highway 47, south of Verboort Road, be designated 
as Urban Reserves to adequately address Forest Grove’s long-term employment 
land needs, noting the area south of Purdin Road and west of Highway 47 is 
better suited for residential land needs and would do nothing for Forest 
Grove’s future employment land needs.  

  
 Mayor Kidd recognized Larry Duyck and Dave Vanasche, Washington County 

Farm Bureau representatives, who were present in the audience and who 
briefly spoke to Council about concerns with the process Metro used for 
designating land for Urban and Rural Reserves, noting they have been 
attending regional meetings and voicing concerns to protect farmlands.  
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9. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT: 

Sykes reported on upcoming events as noted in the Council calendar and 
reported on other various upcoming local meetings and events.  In addition, 
Sykes reported on the department directors’ retreat, various ongoing 
improvement projects, and other community events.  In conclusion, Sykes 
commended Mayor Kidd for his dedicated service and leadership during his 
tenure as mayor.   

  
10. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 

Johnston provided a brief update on the recreational vehicle dumpsite and 
proposed dog park.  In conclusion, Johnston expressed his appreciation to 
Mayor Kidd for his service and leadership during his tenure as mayor.  
  
Lowe provided a brief report on water-related matters.  In conclusion, Lowe 
expressed her appreciation to Mayor Kidd for his service and leadership during 
his tenure as mayor.  Lowe commended Mayor Kidd for ensuring that Forest 
Grove had a voice in county and regional affairs.  
 
Miller expressed her appreciation to Mayor Kidd for his service and leadership 
during his tenure as mayor.  
 
Uhing reported on the Historic Landmarks Board meeting, noting the Board is 
reviewing its grant criteria and action plans.  In conclusion, Uhing expressed 
her appreciation to Mayor Kidd for his service and leadership during his tenure 
as mayor. 
 
Thompson provided a brief report on “Every Child Needs Five Caring Adults” 
program.  In conclusion, Thompson expressed his appreciation to Mayor Kidd 
for his service and leadership during his tenure as mayor.     
 
Truax reported on various Metro-related issues, Washington County 
transportation issues, and upcoming meetings he was planning to attend.  In 
conclusion, Truax expressed his appreciation to Mayor Kidd for his mentorship 
during the transitional period.  Truax commended Mayor Kidd for his dedicated 
service and leadership during his tenure as mayor.   
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Mayor Kidd reported on various regional, Metro, and Washington County 
meetings he attended and upcoming meetings and events he was planning to 
attend.  In addition, Mayor Kidd provided updates on various Metro-related 
issues and Washington County transportation issues, various regional and local 
issues, and various upcoming community events and activities.  In conclusion, 
Mayor Kidd acknowledged each Councilmember’s comments and thanked each 
Councilmember for their dedicated service during his tenure as mayor.  

  
11. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mayor Kidd adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

  
________________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

 


