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Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 
City Council approved minutes as presented March 29, 2010. 

 
1. ROLL CALL: 

Mayor Peter Truax called the regular City Council meeting to order at 7:06  
p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL PRESENT:  
Thomas BeLusko, Jr., Thomas Johnston, Victoria Lowe, Camille Miller, Ronald 
Thompson, and Mayor Peter Truax.  COUNCIL ABSENT:  Elena Uhing, 
excused. STAFF PRESENT:  Michael Sykes, City Manager; Kerry Aleshire, 
Police Chief; Aaron Ashbaugh, Police Captain; Jeff Williams, Police Captain; 
Tom Gamble, Parks and Recreation Director; Michael Kinkade, Fire Chief; Jon 
Holan, Community Development Director; Dan Riordan, Senior Planner; Rob 
Foster, Public Works Director (present in the audience); and Anna Ruggles, 
City Recorder.   

  
1. A.  RETIREMENT AWARD PRESENTATION: 

Mayor Truax presented a Certificate of Appreciation and plaque honoring 
Kenneth “Skip” Mather, Fire Battalion Chief, in recognition of 40 dedicated 
years of volunteer service to the Forest Grove Fire Department.  Chief 
Kinkade presented Mather with a Firefighter Axe Presentation plaque, 
which was presented to Mather on behalf of the Forest Grove Volunteer 
Firefighters Association.  In addition, Kinkade presented Mather’s 
grandson, who is also a volunteer at the Forest Grove Fire Department, 
Mather’s department-issued Passport Accountability Number.   

  
1. B.  PROCLAMATION:  WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH: 

Mayor Truax publicly proclaimed the month of March as “Women’s History 
Month, 2010”.  Mayor Truax presented the proclamation to Dr. Martha 
Rampton, Director of Center for Gender Equity at Pacific University, who 
selected Dr. Lorely French as their honoree for “Women’s History Month, 
2010”. 

  
 PROCLAMATION:  NATIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WEEK: 

Mayor Truax publicly proclaimed the week of April 4 – April 10, 2010, as 
“National Community Development Week”.   
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2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:  None.   
  

3.  CONSENT AGENDA:  Items under the Consent Agenda are considered routine 
and will be adopted with a single motion, without separate discussion.  Council 
members who wish to remove an item from the Consent Agenda may do so 
prior to the motion to approve the item(s).  Any item(s) removed from the 
Consent Agenda will be discussed and acted upon following the approval of the 
Consent Agenda item(s).  

 
A. Approve City Council Executive Session (Litigation and Exempt 

Records) Meeting Minutes of February 22, 2010. 
B. Approve City Council Work Session (B&C Interview) of February 

22, 2010. 
C. Approve City Council Work Session (Library Commission-Related 

Update) Meeting Minutes of February 22, 2010. 
D. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of February 22, 

2010. 
E. Accept Community Forestry Commission Meeting Minutes of 

January 20, 2010. 
F. Accept Historic Landmarks Board Meeting Minutes of January 26, 

2010. 
G. Accept Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes of 

January 20, 2010. 
H. Accept Public Safety Advisory Commission Meeting Minutes of 

January 27, 2010. 
I. Library Department Monthly Circulation Statistics Report for 

February 2010. 
J. Endorse Liquor License Renewal Applications for Year 2010: 

1. McMenamins, 3505 Pacific Avenue (Full On-Premises 
 Sales) 

K. RESOLUTION NO. 2010-27 INCREASING MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
 CITY OF FOREST GROVE PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY 
 COMMISSION, AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2005-56, SECTION 
 IV.  ADDED TO CONSENT AGENDA 
L.  RESOLUTION NO. 2010-28 MAKING APPOINTMENT TO THE 
 CITY OF FOREST GROVE PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY 
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 COMMISSION (APPOINTING CHÉRE SANDUSKY AND BRYAN 
 LUCIANI, TERMS EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2013.  ADDED TO 
 CONSENT AGENDA 

 
MOTION:  Councilor Miller, moved, seconded by Councilor Lowe, to 
approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  ABSENT:  Councilor Uhing.  
MOTION CARRIED 6-0 by voice vote.   

  
4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:   

Ruggles added Agenda Item 3. K. as noted above, reporting that the Public 
Safety Advisory Commission (PSAC) unanimously supported at its meeting of 
February 24, 2010, to increase its membership from seven members to nine 
members in order to allow three interest applicants an opportunity to serve 
on PSAC.  Ruggles added Agenda Item 3. L. as noted above, reporting that the 
Council interviewed on February 8, 2010, two applicants who have significant 
experience in the field of public safety and a desire in contributing in the 
realm of public safety.  Ruggles advised that the third applicant, who was 
scheduled to be interviewed as well on February 8, 2010, was unable to 
attend his interview, and subsequently, due to an unexpected work-related 
commitment, has notified staff to keep his application on file for the next 
couple of months or until he is able to fully commit to an appointment.  

  
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

  
5. A.  Annual Town Meeting Report 

Michael Perrault, Committee for Citizen Involvement (CCI) Chair, presented a 
PowerPoint presentation outlining the Annual Town Meeting (ATM) report, 
noting approximately 78 citizens attended and 22 support members (City 
Council, CCI, staff, and speakers).  Perrault reported the ATM topic was 
“Forest Grove’s Fate:  Bedroom or Balanced Community?”, noting overall the 
surveys received (57 were submitted) indicated that a balanced community 
was preferred.  Perrault noted that building a tax base was the driving force 
behind Forest Grove being a balanced community.  In addition, Perrault 
reported CCI made improvements this year to the ATM in an effort to improve 
time/meeting management, including having a welcome desk; shirts for CCI 
facilitators; assigned facilitator roles; and guest speakers were clear about 
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what to say.  Marketing tools included banners; electronic signage; utility 
mailing insert, English/Spanish newspaper insert; and colorful flyers posted 
throughout the community.  Perrault noted that transportation issues 
dominated recommendations for next year’s topic.  CCI also heard a strong 
sensitivity for reaching out to the Hispanic community.  In conclusion of the 
above-presentation, Perrault reported that CCI’s goals for next year are to 
enhance communication between CCI and city neighborhoods, including 
reaching out to neighborhood watch groups and neighborhood associations; 
initiating electronic communication with citizens; expanding CCI’s presence 
at the Farmers’ Market; participating and supporting National Night Out; and 
improving relations with other City advisory boards, committees, and 
commissions. 
 
Council Discussion: 
In response to Mayor Truax’s inquiring pertaining to CCI using social internet 
communications, such as Tweeter and Facebook, Perrault advised that CCI 
has began exploring electronic communications with the City’s network 
supervisor.  In addition, Mayor Truax advised that he feels the Mayor State of 
the City Address may be better suited if it was held at a different venue than 
the ATM, i.e., Chamber luncheon or special town hall meeting.  In conclusion 
of the above-noted discussion, Council collectively expressed its deepest 
appreciation to CCI for doing an outstanding job on the ATM.  

  
5. B.  Pacific University Football Update  

Gamble reported the purpose of the above-noted presentation was to provide 
an update to Council on the progress made with Pacific University regarding 
usage of Lincoln Park for intercollegiate football, noting the Parks and 
Recreation Commission (PR&) supports the practice schedule as proposed by 
Pacific University and the soccer leagues feel the practice schedule will help 
address its field-use issues.  Gamble referenced a handout titled “Pacific 
University Football Information 2010 Plan”, which outlined a seating plan; 
event parking plan; safety and security plan; lighting and drainage plan; and 
schedules by venue for usage of various fields, noting the key points of the 
agreement included:   
 

• Fall use of Cannery Field during daylight hours as long as the property 
is owned by Pacific University;  
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• If Cannery Field is sold, the field use at Lincoln Park shall be 
renegotiated;  

• Fall use of Tom Reynolds field on as needed basis, Monday through 
Thursday;  

• Full use of the turf field on Monday evenings during the Fall soccer 
season;  

• Use of the practice field on Thursday evening during daylight hours; 
• Friday evening use of the field on non-game day, Saturdays;  
• Pacific University shall continue to maintain Cannery Field for 

community use; and  
• Two days per week of field use for either practice or turf during Spring 

season.   
 
Council Discussion: 
Mayor Truax opened the floor and roundtable discussion ensued pertaining to 
Pacific University’s Football Information 2010 Plan; specifically, off-street 
parking; City-use of Cannery Field; safety, security, and vehicle-tow plans; 
and the drainage-system proposed plan, to which Gamble addressed.  In 
conclusion of the above-noted discussion, Mayor Truax suggested the City 
consider partnering with Pacific University for public use of its tennis court.  
Lowe stressed the importance of seeking citizen input on the proposed 
parking plan.  Johnston stressed the importance of seeking input from Police 
and Fire on the safety, security, and vehicle-tow plan.  In addition, Thompson 
suggested staff provide a schedule for Cannery Field and Tom Reynolds Field 
similar to the matrix provided for Lincoln Park.  

  
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 2010-02 

ANNEXING CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND INTO THE CITY LIMITS OF FOREST 
GROVE AND WITHDRAWING THE TRACT FROM WASHINGTON COUNTY 
ENHANCED LAW ENFORCEMENT DISTRICT, WASHINGTON COUNTY URBAN 
ROADS MAINTENANCES DISTRICT, AND THE FOREST GROVE FOREST GROVE 
RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT. THE TERRITORY TO BE ANNEXED 
CONSISTS OF ONE PARCEL, TOTALING 0.22 ACRES, LOCATED AT 2109 
WILLAMINA AVENUE. WASHINGTON COUNTY TAX LOT NO. 1N331BB-01300. 
APPLICANT:  THOMAS HARBOLT, MONK LIVING TRUST.  FILE NO. ANX-09-01 
 



FOREST GROVE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 8, 2010 – 7:00 P.M. 
COMMUNITY AUDITORIUM  

PAGE 6    
 
 

Staff Report: 
Holan and Riordan presented the above-proposed ordinance requesting to 
annex into the City one parcel, totaling 0.22 acres, located at 2109 Willamina 
Avenue.  The purpose of the above-noted annexation is to bring City services 
to the property for future development.  Upon annexation, the parcel is 
proposing to be rezoned from FD-10 (County) to R-7 Single-Family Residential, 
to which Riordan advised the rezoning request would be presented for Council 
consideration after second reading and approval of the above-noted 
annexation request.  
 
Before proceeding with the Public Hearing and Council discussion, Mayor 
Truax asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2010-02.  
 
Sykes read Ordinance No. 2010-02 by title for first reading.    
 
MOTION:  Councilor Lowe moved, seconded by Councilor Johnston, to 
adopt Ordinance No. 2010-02 Annexing Certain Tract of Land into the City 
Limits of Forest Grove and Withdrawing the Tract from Washington County 
Enhanced Law Enforcement District, Washington County Urban Roads 
Maintenances District, and the Forest Grove Forest Grove Rural Fire 
Protection District.  The Territory to be Annexed Consists of One Parcel, 
Totaling 0.22 Acres, Located at 2109 Willamina Avenue.  Washington 
County Tax Lot No. 1N331BB-01300. Applicant:  Thomas Harbolt, Monk 
Living Trust.  File No. ANX-09-01. 
 
The second reading of Ordinance No. 2010-02 by title and final vote will 
occur at the meeting of March 29, 2010. 
 
Questions of Staff: 
In response to Johnston’s inquiry pertaining to the street annexing, Holan 
explained only the portion of the roadway adjacent to the property is 
annexed into the City, noting the rest of the roadway remains in County 
jurisdiction.  
 
In response to Mayor Truax’s inquiry pertaining to emergency response, Holan 
explained a computer-aided 911 dispatch system routes calls automatically to 
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the correct agency, noting the Forest Grove Police Department currently is 
the first responder in emergencies in areas near the City and the Forest 
Grove Fire Department currently provides service to the district; therefore, 
there would be no change in services.  
 
In response to Mayor Truax’s inquiry pertaining to island annexations, Holan 
noted that staff is currently drafting an island annexation policy pursuant to 
Council Goals and Objectives for 2010-11. 
 
Public Hearing Opened: 
Mayor Truax opened the Public Hearing.  
 
Declaration of Ex-parte Contacts, Conflicts of Interest, or Abstentions: 
None declared.  
 
Challenges from Parties: 
None declared.  
 
Written Testimony Received: 
No written testimony was received.  
 
Proponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Opponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Others:  
No one testified and no written comments were received.  
 
Public Hearing Closed: 
Mayor Truax closed the Public Hearing, noting he would reopen the Public 
Hearing at the next Council meeting of March 29, 2010, at which time, the 
Council has the following options:  1) Approve the annexation and zoning map 
amendment as proposed; 2) Deny the annexation and zoning map amendment 
as proposed; or 3) Continue the matter for further consideration.  
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7. RESOLUTION NO. 2010-25 APPROVING TO RESCHEDULE  MONDAY, MARCH 

22, 2010, CITY COUNCIL MEETING TO MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2010 
 
Staff Report: 
Sykes presented the above-proposed resolution requesting that Council 
consider rescheduling the March 22, 2010, regular City Council meeting to 
Monday, March 29, 2010, due to spring break and management staff who are 
unavailable that week.  
  
Before proceeding with the Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a 
motion to adopt Resolution No. 2010-25. 
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2010-25 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Lowe moved, seconded by Councilor Miller, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2010-25 Approving to Reschedule Monday, March 22, 2010, 
City Council Meeting to Monday, March 29, 2010.   
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a roll call vote 
on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors BeLusko, Jr., Johnston, Lowe, Miller, 
Thompson, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Councilor Uhing.  
MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

  
8. RESOLUTION NO. 2010-26 ADOPTING CITY COUNCIL GOAL OBJECTIVES FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 
 
Staff Report: 
Sykes presented the above-proposed resolution for Council consideration, 
noting Council was asked to identify, rank, and prioritize the Council Goals 
and Objectives for Fiscal Year 2010-11 as outlined in Exhibit A of the 
resolution, noting the intent of asking for Council priority goals/objectives for 
the coming fiscal year is to know if there are specific goals/objectives that 
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require budgeting and/or staff resources in order to be accomplished.  Sykes 
noted staff recognizes that not all of the objectives can be financially 
accomplished; however, the objectives provide a framework for departments 
to focus their activities and prioritize resources during budget preparations.  
 
Before proceeding with the Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a 
motion to adopt Resolution No. 2010-26. 
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2010-26 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Johnston moved, seconded by Councilor Miller, to 
approve Resolution No. 2010-26 Adopting City Council Goal Objectives for 
Fiscal Year 2010-11.   
 
Council Discussion: 
BeLusko urged Council to consider using a minimum point ranking system so 
that only the goals/objectives receiving minimum points would remain on the 
priority list, noting there are a few goals/objectives on this year’s list that he 
does not support, because he feels they do not reflect the views of the 
citizenry. 
 
In response to Thompson’s inquiry pertaining to Council providing sufficient 
guidance, Sykes explained that setting the Council goals/objectives becomes 
the City’s work plan and is the first step in preparing the budget, noting this 
approach allows staff to better focus its efforts and resources to ensure the 
most important, highest-priority goals/objectives are accomplished.  Sykes 
added that by Council ranking the goals/objectives it clearly communicates 
the most important aspirations of the Council collectively, noting he will be 
asking management staff to complete Action Plans for the goals/objectives; 
management staff will update the Action Plans at the end of the calendar 
year to track the accomplishments of the goals/objectives; and lastly, the 
Action Plan accomplishments will be used as a tool for reporting at the 
Boards, Committees, and Commissions Reception, Annual State of the City 
Address, and City Manager end-of-year update to Council.     
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Kidd asked for a roll 
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call vote on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors BeLusko, Jr., Johnston, Lowe, Miller, 
Thompson, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Councilor Uhing.  
MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

  
9. DEPARTMENT WORK PLANS FOR 2010-11: 

  

 • Fire Department: 
Kinkade presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the Fire 
Department’s Work Plan for 2010-11 as noted in his staff report.  
Kinkade’s report focused on the Fire Department’s Strategic Plan; 
maintaining Fire Service Accreditation; improving ISO fire rating 
(current rating is 4); annual budget preparation; medical 
surveillance/fitness programs; and Emergency Operations Plan update. 
In addition, Kinkade reported on fire prevention/public education 
goals; various community-outreach opportunities; various department-
related training goals; new volunteer recruitment and training 
academy; volunteer dorm remodel plans; tender equipment 
replacement; and other various department-related projects and 
goals.  In conclusion of the above-noted presentation, Kinkade 
addressed Council inquiries pertaining to the department’s vehicle 
replacement program; emergency water-storage preparedness plan; 
and pursuing grants for the volunteer dorm remodel.  

  
 • Police Department: 

Aleshire, Ashbaugh, and Williams presented a PowerPoint presentation 
outlining the Police Department’s Work Plan for 2010-11 as noted in 
the staff report.  Aleshire’s, Ashbaugh’s, and Williams’s report focused 
on the status of the new Police Officer Reserve Program; DUII, 
seatbelt, and other various grant-related opportunities; continuing 
relationship with Lexipol; working with the Public Safety Advisory 
Commission; various community-outreach opportunities; emergency 
planning efforts; developing a Canine Program; NIMS compliance 
maintenance; Community Service Officer assignments; School 
Resource Officer assignments; exploring crime mapping analysis; 
review of City Code ordinances (i.e., criminal forfeiture, loudspeaker, 
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and parking); assessing cross-department code violations program; 
annual budget preparations; evidence management; completing PPDS 
Migration Plan; developing a Disability Registry; and other various 
department-related projects and goals.  In addition, Aleshire, 
Ashbaugh, and Williams highlighted on the 2009 Police Department 
reports and activities.  In conclusion of the above-noted presentation, 
Aleshire, Ashbaugh, and Williams addressed Council inquiries 
pertaining to county-wide standardized forms; tracking at risk 
juveniles; abuse training and investigations; police officer retention 
status; emergency preparedness plan; and instigating a youth activity 
commission.  

  
 • Economic Development: 

King presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the Economic 
Development’s Work Plan for 2010-11 as noted in his staff report.  
King’s report focused on supporting the Economic Development 
Commission; ongoing business-related projects; industrial/commercial 
recruitment and retention efforts; downtown revitalization plans; 
tourism and branding efforts; supporting small businesses; workforce 
development and training strategies; marketing tools and incentives; 
various grant-related opportunities; and other various department-
related projects and goals.  In conclusion of the above-noted 
presentation, King addressed Council inquiries pertaining to industrial 
recruitment and wayfinders sign improvements.   

  
10. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT: 

Sykes reported on upcoming events as noted in the Council calendar and 
reported on other various upcoming local meetings and events.  Sykes 
provided status on Fernhill Wetlands, Forest Grove Senior and Community 
Center, and the 19th Avenue pavement assessment findings.  Sykes reported 
the Community Enhancement Program (CEP) has opened for grant application 
submittals and closes March 31, 2010.  In conclusion, Sykes provide updates 
on various City department-related projects.  

  
11. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 

BeLusko reported on his personal work-related visit to Washington, D.C., 
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noting he delivered a letter on behalf of Mayor Truax to State legislators 
regarding light rail funding.  In conclusion, BeLusko reported on upcoming 
meetings he was planning to attend. 
 
Johnston reported on the joint work session with the Forest Grove Rural Fire 
Protection District Board, noting he thought the work session went very well. 
In conclusion, Johnston reported on upcoming meetings he was planning to 
attend and various upcoming community-related events.  
  
Lowe reported on the status of a letter sent to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission regarding the pipeline project, noting they have agreed to hold a 
Town Hall Meeting in Forest Grove in April.  In conclusion, Lowe reported on 
various meetings she attended and upcoming meetings she was planning to 
attend.  
    
Miller reported on upcoming meetings she was planning to attend and various 
upcoming community-related events.  
 
Thompson reported on Ride Connection-related matters, noting Ride 
Connection is encouraging the City to write a letter to TriMet voicing concern 
of TriMet’s plans to reduce Bus 57 route service.  
 
Uhing was absent.  
 
Mayor Truax reported on various local, regional, Metro, and Washington 
County meetings he attended and reported on various upcoming meetings and 
community events he was planning to attend.  In conclusion, Mayor Truax 
echoed Johnston’s comment about the joint work session with the Forest 
Grove Rural Fire Protection District, noting he was very pleased with the work 
session and thanked Councilmembers who attended.  

  
12. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mayor Truax adjourned the meeting at 10:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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________________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

 


