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Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 
Council approved minutes as presented December 13, 2010. 

 
 

1. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Peter Truax called the regular City Council meeting to order at 7:01 
p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL PRESENT:  
Thomas BeLusko, Jr., Thomas Johnston, Ronald Thompson, Elena Uhing, and 
Mayor Peter Truax.  COUNCIL ABSENT: Victoria Lowe and Camille Miller, 
excused.  STAFF PRESENT:  Michael Sykes, City Manager; Paul Downey, 
Administrative Services Director; Susan Cole, Administrative Services 
Assistant Director; Michael Kinkade, Fire Chief; Rob Foster, Public Works 
Director; Rick Vanderkin, Public Works Superintendent (in the audience); 
Dave Willer, Public Works Crew Chief (in the audience); Kerry Aleshire, Police 
Chief (in the audience); Richard Matzke, Interim Light and Power Director (in 
the audience); and Anna Ruggles, City Recorder. 

  
1. A. PROCLAMATION: 

Mayor Truax publicly proclaimed December 6 – 12, 2010, as Human Rights 
Week and December 10, 2010, as Human Rights Day.  Alfonso Lopez-
Vasquez, Chair of Human Rights Council of Washington County, Vision 
Action Network, and Salma Ahmad, Islamic Society of Greater Portland, 
accepted the proclamation on behalf of Human Rights Council of 
Washington County. 

  
1. B. AWARD PRESENTATION: 

Mayor Truax and Foster presented a Certificate of Recognition to Dave 
Willer, Public Works Crew Chief.  Willer was recognized for successfully 
completing the Oregon Department of Transportation Level 1 Roads Scholar 
Program, which consisted of 10 core classes and four elective classes over 
a five-year period.  

  
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:  None.  

  
3.  CONSENT AGENDA:  Items under the Consent Agenda are considered routine 

and will be adopted with a single motion, without separate discussion.  Council 
members who wish to remove an item from the Consent Agenda may do so 
prior to the motion to approve the item(s).  Any item(s) removed from the 
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Consent Agenda will be discussed and acted upon following the approval of the 
Consent Agenda item(s).  

 
A. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of October 25, 

2010. 
B. Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes of September 

15, 2010. (ITEM REMOVED, REFER BELOW) 
C. Public Safety Advisory Commission Meeting Minutes of September 

22, 2010.  (ITEM REMOVED, REFER BELOW) 
D. Library Department Circulation Statistics Monthly Report for 

November 2010. 
 

MOTION:  Councilor Thompson moved, seconded by Councilor BeLusko, to 
approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  ABSENT:  Councilor Lowe and 
Councilor Miller. MOTION CARRIED 5-0 by voice vote.   

  
3. B.  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 15,

2010 
Mayor Truax removed the above-noted item from the Consent Agenda, noting 
he would like the record to show that along with Carl Heisler and Sheri 
Burlingham, the late Jeff Durham, Gary Regier, Mitch Meeuwsen, Jaime 
Prickett, and Doug Cammann were also inducted into the 2010 Forest Grove 
High School Hall of Fame. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor BeLusko moved, seconded by Councilor Uhing, to 
approve the Consent Agenda Item 3. B. as amended.  ABSENT:  Councilor 
Lowe and Councilor Miller.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 by voice vote.   

  
3. C. PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 

22, 2010 
Mayor Truax removed the above-noted item from the Consent Agenda due to 
a misspelled word, and BeLusko asked that in the future a copy of addendums 
be attached along with the minutes.  
  
MOTION:  Councilor Johnston moved, seconded by Councilor Thompson, to 
approve the Consent Agenda Item 3. C. as amended.  ABSENT:  Councilor 
Lowe and Councilor Miller.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0 by voice vote.   
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4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  None.  
  

5. PRESENTATIONS:  
  

5. A. Kathryn Harrington, Metro Councilor District 4, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation outlining her District 4 Quarterly Exchange Report and provided 
updates on the Oregon Zoo Bond Measure; Greater Portland - Vancouver 
Indicators Project; Climate Change Strategy; The Intertwine; Community 
Investment Strategy; reported on various upcoming events; distributed 
various handouts; and addressed Council inquiries pertaining to the Urban and 
Rural Reserves remand decision and waste disposal fees.  

  
5. B.  2010 Watershed Timber Harvest Update 

Foster introduced Scott Ferguson, Watershed Consultant, who presented a 
PowerPoint presentation outlining the 2010 Watershed Timber Harvest 
results, noting the 2010 timber harvest produced a total revenue of $760,548, 
less expenses of $294,673, for a total net profit of $465,875 (61% net 
revenue/1,494,830 mbf).  Ferguson explained the various methods that were 
used to market the 2010 timber harvest, noting Table I outlines the mix of 
products and shows the net harvest volume, price per 1,000 board feet, and 
total revenue for the 2010 timber harvest as follows: 
 

Table I - Harvest Results 
2010 Timber Harvest 

 
 
Method/ Item 

 
Volume, 

Board Feet 

Unit 
Price, per 

1,000 Revenue 
 
Small Logs (Stimson) 

 
302,340  

 
$359  

 
$108,540  

Large Logs (Columbia 
Vista) 

 
589,170  

 
$553  

 
$325,811  

Poles 68,000  $699  $47,532  
Green Certified logs 
(Boise/Cascade) 

 
517,320  

 
$510  

 
$263,833  

Misc.  18,000 $824 $14,832 
 
Total 

 
1,494,830  

   
$760,548  
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 Ferguson explained Table II outlines the expenses and net revenue for the 

2010 timber harvest as follows: 
 

Table II - Expenses & Net Revenue 
2010 Timber Harvest 

 
Method/ Item Expenses 
 
Logging/Hauling 

 
$226,673 

 
Forester 

 
$68,000  

 
Other 

 
$0  

 
Total  

 
$294,673 

 
NET REVENUE 

 
$468,875  

  
In addition, Downey and Cole distributed a report titled “Timber Harvest 
Financial History”, which outlined revenues and expenses, beginning with 
Fiscal Year 2003 and ending Fiscal Year 2010 and provided clarification of 
the financial accounting, hauling expenses, and other timber-harvest 
related expenses.  In conclusion, Foster and Ferguson addressed Council 
inquiries pertaining to the overall timber harvest results and reported on a 
potential habitat restoration grant opportunity for the Watershed.   

  
5. C. Forest Grove Light and Power Energy Conservation Program Update 

Matzke reported on the various incentives the Forest Grove Light and Power 
(L&P) Department provides customers for energy conservation measures, 
noting the conservation program provides rebates on new Energy Star 
appliances, electric water heaters, and high-efficiency heat pumps.  The 
conservation program also provides weatherization measures and payment for 
energy-saving products installed by larger industrial customers.  Matzke 
reported since 2009, the City has made $658,544 in energy conservation 
incentives available to Forest Grove L&P customers and has obtained $95,103 
for purchase of wind energy through Bonneville Power Administration’s 
energy conservation program.  In conclusion, Matzke noted the L&P 
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conservation program has benefited many residential customers, as well as 
has provided incentives to motels, convenience stores, assisting living 
facilities, Forest Grove School District, New Seasons Food, Henningsen Cold 
Storage, Woodfold-Marco Manufacturing, and Merix (Viasystem) for a total 
estimated savings of 4,014,000 kWH.  

  
6. RESOLUTION NO. 2010-81 AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO 

ENDORSE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY OF FOREST 
GROVE AND CITY OF CORNELIUS FOR FIRE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
 
Staff Report: 
Kinkade presented the above-proposed resolution requesting Council 
authorization to endorse the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between 
the City of Forest Grove and City of Cornelius for fire administrative services, 
noting staff met with Council in Work Session on September 13, 2010, to 
discuss the terms and conditions of the IGA and met with the Public Safety 
Advisory Commission and Forest Grove Rural Fire Protection District as 
directed by Council.  Kinkade reported the Forest Grove Rural Fire Protection 
District requested their attorney review the IGA; however, Kinkade noted he 
does not anticipate there will be any liabilities to the District.  In conclusion, 
Kinkade introduced Chris Asanovic, Cornelius Fire Chief, who reported he is 
retiring December 31st after 30 years of service as Cornelius’s Fire Chief, 
noting he appreciates the collaboration Forest Grove has had with Cornelius, 
and he believes the IGA will meet the administrative needs of the Cornelius 
Fire Department.   
 
Before proceeding with Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a motion to 
adopt Resolution No. 2010-81 
  
Sykes read Resolution No. 2010-81 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Johnston moved, seconded by Councilor Uhing, to 
adopt Resolution No. 2010-81 Authorizing Mayor and City Manager to 
Endorse Intergovernmental Agreement between City of Forest Grove and 
City of Cornelius for Fire Administrative Services.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Council collectively highly commended and thanked Chief Asanovic for his 
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long-term dedication and service he has provided to the citizens of Forest 
Grove and Cornelius as well as the adjoining rural districts.  
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a roll 
call vote on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors BeLusko, Jr., Johnston, Thompson, 
Uhing, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Councilor Lowe and 
Councilor Miller.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 

  
7. STAFF REPORT REQUESTING TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON 

DECEMBER 13, 2010, FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING NO CHANGE TO 
THE CURRENT WASTE MANAGEMENT SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING RATE 
SCHEDULE 
 
Staff Report: 
Downey reported Waste Management (WM) is requesting a rate increase of 
6.73 percent across all classes of service effective immediately, noting WM is 
requesting this rate increase because it is projecting that its net operating 
margin will be about four percent in calendar year 2010, and Waste 
Management has not had a rate increase in seven years.  Downey reported 
that WM is attributing this projected decline in operating margin due to 
higher tipping fees at the transfer station as of August 1, 2010; higher labor 
and health care costs and higher fuel costs.  Downy advised that WM’s 
projected rate-of-return of four percent for 2010 is based on no increase in 
revenue but increased costs caused by the above-mentioned inflation factors. 
Downey referenced Attachment A, which showed a comparison chart 
outlining various cities current residential rate schedules as well as the 
proposed rate increase requested by WM.  Downey referenced Attachment B, 
which outlined various cities current commercial and drop-box rates as well 
as the proposed rate increase requested by WM.  Downey explained in prior 
rate reviews, the City has used a range of eight to 12 percent for a 
reasonable rate-of-return for franchised haulers, noting WM’s rate-of-return 
for 2009 was 10 percent, which was the lowest rate-of-return reported in the 
previous five years.  Downey advised that a year-to-date actual revenues and 
expenditures report has not being provided by WM as part of its proposed 
rate increase review, noting the actual 2010 rate-of-return report is due to 
the City by March 15, 2011.  As a result, Downey advised that staff is 
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requesting Council schedule a Public Hearing, to be held on Monday, 
December 13, 2010, in order to recommend no change in the current WM 
rates for any class of service, noting if WM’s actual 2010 revenues and costs 
report shows an actual drop in the rate-of-return below a reasonable rate-of-
return as established by the City, WM can request a rate increase at that 
time.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for Council 
consensus to schedule a Public Hearing, to which Council collectively 
concurred to set a Public Hearing for Monday, December 13, 2010, at which 
time, staff will recommend that Council consider no change in the current 
WM rates for any class of service. In conclusion, Mayor Truax invited WM 
representatives, who were present in the audience, to attend the above-
noted Public Hearing. 

  
8. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT: 

Sykes reported on upcoming events as noted in the Council calendar and 
reported on other various upcoming local meetings and events.  Sykes briefly 
reported on the upcoming Western Washington County Cities Legislative Joint 
Session, scheduled for Thursday, December 9, 2010, noting Western 
Washington County Cities, State senators, State representatives, and newly- 
elected officials have been invited to attend.  In addition, Sykes reported 
staff is assessing a request from Washington County pertaining to transferring 
jurisdictional ownership of sections of roadways situated in Forest Grove.  In 
conclusion, Sykes reported on various meetings he attended and provided 
updates on various City department-related activities and projects, noting 
the city-wide sidewalk improvements project is currently underway and Light 
and Power Director interviews for four finalists are being scheduled.   

  
9. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 

BeLusko reported he was unable to attend the last Public Arts Commission 
(PAC) meeting, noting the PAC decided to place the third bench in front of 
the Community Auditorium.  In addition, BeLusko reported on upcoming 
meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Johnston reported on the Forest Grove Rural Fire Protection District meeting, 
noting the Board reviewed the auditors report and Intergovernmental 
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Agreement (IGA) between the City and Cornelius for fire administrative 
services.  In addition, Johnston reported on various upcoming meeting he was 
planning to attend.  
 
Lowe was absent.  
 
Miller was absent. 
 
Thompson reported he attended with staff an event at SolarWorld Campus in 
Hillsboro, which hosted the “drive electric tour”, noting he test-drove a 
Nissan LEAF electric vehicle.  Thompson briefly reported on Washington 
County transportation-related services.  In addition, Thompson reported on 
various upcoming meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Uhing reported she was unable to attend the last Historic Landmarks Board 
(HLB) meeting, noting the HLB is rescheduling its SWOT analysis for December 
or January.  Uhing also reported on various HLB projects and activities.  In 
addition, Uhing reported on various upcoming meetings she was planning to 
attend.  
 
Mayor Truax reported on various local, regional, Metro, and Washington 
County meetings he attended and reported on various upcoming meetings and 
community-related events he was planning to attend.  Mayor Truax submitted 
a copy of his report to the City Recorder, reporting on Pacific University’s 
football season; his attendance at SolarWorld Campus “drive electric tour”, 
noting he test-drove a Nissan LEAF electric vehicle; his visit with David 
Mayfield of ECOtality who is working on the project to bring charging stations 
to Oregon; his attendance at the Community Leaders meeting, his attendance 
at First Wednesday on Main Street, his attendance at the Mayor’s Dinner and 
Auction; and reported on the various activities held during the Nyuzen 
Delegation Student and Adult Visit.  In conclusion, Mayor Truax invited 
everyone to attend the upcoming Veteran’s Day ceremony at Forest Grove 
High School. 
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10. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mayor Truax adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

  
________________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

 


