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Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 
Council approved minutes as presented May 9, 2011. 

 
 

1. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Peter Truax called the regular City Council meeting to order at 7:04 
p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL 
PRESENT:  Thomas BeLusko, Jr., Thomas Johnston, Council President, 
Victoria Lowe, Camille Miller, Ronald Thompson, Elena Uhing, and Mayor 
Peter Truax.  STAFF PRESENT:  Michael Sykes, City Manager; Paul 
Downey, Administrative Services Director; Rob Foster, Public Works 
Director; Tom Gamble, Parks and Recreation Director; Aaron Ashbaugh, 
Police Captain (in the audience); and Anna Ruggles, City Recorder. 

  
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:   

Theresa Carter, Forest Grove, addressed Council, referencing an e-mail 
she sent to Mayor Truax and Councilor Thompson citing concerns 
pertaining to the Forest Grove Senior and Community Center’s (FGS&CC) 
current financial status; FGS&CC spending endowment funds for 
operational expenditures; and FGS&CC’s relationship with Loaves and 
Fishes, noting that the City of Sherwood had similar issues with its senior 
center.  In response to Carter’s concerns, Mayor Truax thanked Carter for 
her insight, noting the concerns cited warrant sufficient cause that City 
officials are discussing matters jointly with the FGS&CC’s Board of 
Directors.  

  
3.  CONSENT AGENDA: Items under the Consent Agenda are considered

routine and will be adopted with a single motion, without separate discussion.
Council members who wish to remove an item from the Consent Agenda may 
do so prior to the motion to approve the item(s).  Any item(s) removed from the
Consent Agenda will be discussed and acted upon following the approval of
the Consent Agenda item(s).  

 
A. Approve City Council Work Session (B&C Student Advisory 

Interviews) Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2011. 
B. Approve City Council Work Session (Signs and Public Rights-

of-Way Code Amendments) Meeting Minutes of April 11, 
2011. 

C. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of April 11, 
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2011. 
D. Accept Community Forestry Commission Meeting Minutes of 

February 16, 2011. 
E. Accept Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of April 4, 

2011. 
F. Accept Public Safety Advisory Commission Meeting Minutes 

of March 25, 2011. 
G. Library Department Monthly Circulation Statistics Report for 

April and March 2011. 
H. Accept Resignation on Library Commission (Karen Shepard, 

Term Expiring December 31, 2011). 
I.  Accept Resignation on Planning Commission (Fred Smith, 

Term Expiring December 31, 2014). 
J. RESOLUTION NO. 2011-28 MAKING APPOINTMENT TO 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (APPOINTING 
ANH HO, NON-VOTING STUDENT ADVISOR, TERM 
EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2012). 

  
 MOTION:  Councilor Uhing moved, seconded by Councilor Lowe, to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0 
by voice vote. 

  
4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  None.  

  
5. PRESENTATIONS:   

  
5. A. 2011 Watershed Timber Harvest Update  

Foster, Downey, and Sykes provided a status update on the 2011 
Watershed Timber Harvest and Watershed Management plans.  Foster 
reported staff met with Council in work session on January 24, 2011, to 
review the activities planned during this year’s timber harvest season, 
noting the activities include conducting a timber inventory (last timber 
inventory was conducted in 1994); submit a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
for renewal of the forester management contract; and conduct an update 
of the City’s Watershed Stewardship Management Plan (this year marks 
the tenth operational year of the Plan which was adopted in 2001). In 
addition, Foster referenced Exhibit B, Watershed Schedule Work Plan, 
attached to the staff report, which outlined the above-noted activities and 
timelines of when the activities would begin and were projected to be 
completed.  Next, Foster referenced Exhibit A, Summary of the 2011 
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Timber Harvest Plan, Watershed Timber Inventory Plan, and 10-Year 
Watershed Performance Assessment Report, submitted by Scott 
Ferguson, Trout Mountain Forestry, watershed forest manager, noting 
Ferguson will continue as the City’s watershed management consultant 
through this year’s timber harvest and will assist staff with the 
management of the watershed timber inventory.  Ferguson will also 
prepare a 10-Year Watershed Performance Assessment Report, 
comparing the last 10 years of watershed management activities with the 
goals and recommendations of the 2001 Plan.  Foster advised after the 
City awards a new forester management contract, staff will proceed with 
reassembling the Ad-Hoc Committee, comprising of community members 
who were appointed by Council in 2000, noting the Ad-Hoc Committee will 
be charged with assisting and overseeing the update of the City’s 
Watershed Stewardship Management Plan.  In addition, Foster advised 
the Watershed Management Assessment Report and watershed timber 
inventory will be funded using funds currently budgeted to manage the 
watershed and the Watershed Stewardship Management Plan update will 
require additional funds that will be proposed in the Water Department 
Fund as part of the Fiscal Year 2011-12 budget proposal.  In conclusion, 
Foster introduced Ferguson who presented a PowerPoint presentation 
outlining this year’s timber harvest plans.  Ferguson reported this year’s 
timber harvest will include thinning 147 acres of 55-65 year old timber in 
the northeastern section of the watershed totaling approximately 1,500 
million board feet (mbf).  Ferguson advised the goal of thinning will be to 
remove smaller, slower growing trees to enhance vigor and growth of the 
remaining trees, noting three of the areas are located on steep contour 
slopes and will be required to be cable-thinned to limit ground disturbance 
(62 acres).  In addition, Ferguson explained the various methods that 
would be used to market the 2011 timber harvest, noting timber markets 
have much improved over the last year.  Ferguson indicated this year’s 
timber harvest will include Douglas Fir, Cedar, Grand Fir, and Alder, noting 
he expects fewer poles to be produced during this year’s timber harvest 
due to the younger timber age and breakage defect in some of the stands 
in the area.  In conclusion, Foster and Ferguson referenced a map 
showing the northeastern section of the watershed where the 2011 timber 
harvest will occur, location of future road improvements, and locations of 
the culvert replacement project.   
 
Council Discussion:  
Mayor Truax opened the floor and roundtable discussion ensued 
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pertaining to updating the 2001 Watershed Stewardship Management 
Plan; coordinating and conducting forest timber inventory of the City’s 
watershed; preparing the 10-Year Watershed Performance Assessment 
Report; and staff’s proposed watershed-related work plan schedule.  Staff 
responded to various inquiries pertaining to the current timber market and 
product and explained the logging method used for cable-thinning, noting 
the area that will be cable-thinned will require an experienced logger due 
to 35-55 percent steep contour slopes.  
 
Thompson indicated the most important aspect for him is the watershed 
forest timber inventory, noting he would like to see the timber inventory 
report include data from 1994 in comparison to current timber growth and 
inventory, to which Foster concurred.   
 
Roundtable discussion ensued pertaining to the work of the City’s current 
forester, to which Council and staff commended Ferguson, noting 
Ferguson has done an excellent job managing the watershed.  Sykes 
explained the reason for seeking an RFP is not due to the work Ferguson 
has done but because best management practices indicate consultant 
services and contracts should be reviewed and advertised periodically to 
ensure the City is receiving best services at best costs.   
 
In conclusion of the above-noted discussion, Council collectively 
concurred to allow staff to proceed with this year’s timber harvest plans 
and watershed-related work plan schedule as outlined in Exhibit B of the 
staff report.   

  
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST AND SECOND READING OF 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-07 SPECIFYING THE ASSESSMENTS TO BE 
MADE ON PROPERTIES SPECIALLY BENEFITED BY THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS; 
SETTING SIXTY (60) MONTH AND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (120) 
MONTH PERIODS FOR INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS; SETTING THE 
INSTALLMENT FINANCING RATE AT FOUR AND ONE-QUARTER 
PERCENT (4.25%) AND SIX AND ONE-HALF PERCENT (6.50%) 
RESPECTIVELY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
Staff Report: 
Downey and Foster presented the above-proposed ordinance for Council 
consideration, noting the proposed ordinance is assessing the final costs 
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to property owners (listed in Exhibit A) who voluntarily consented to 
sidewalk repairs pursuant to the City-Wide Voluntary Sidewalk Local 
Improvements District Program.  Foster reported the first phase of 
program began December, 2010, and is expected to be completed soon, 
noting rather than waiting until all sidewalk repairs are completed, staff is 
submitting for Council consideration the completed projects on a monthly 
basis so reimbursement costs to the City can be assessed immediately 
thereafter.  Foster outlined the repayment terms, noting property owners 
who submit installment agreements for payment option 1B, pursuant to 
Resolution No. 2010-67, the installment period will be 60 months at an 
interest rate of 4.25% with no pre-payment penalty.  For property owners 
who submit installment agreements for payment option 1C, the installment 
period will be 120 months at an interest rate of 6.50% with no pre-payment 
penalty.  Property owners whose payment becomes delinquent will be 
assessed a penalty of $10 per every 30-day period payments are or 
remain delinquent. Foster advised the assessments would be listed in the 
City’s lien docket and if unpaid (along with accrued and unpaid interest 
and penalties), the City could lien pursuant to ORS.  In conclusion, Foster 
and Downey advised staff is recommending Council declare the proposed 
ordinance as an emergency in order for the City Recorder to file the 
assessment liens in a timely manner.  
 
Before proceeding with the Public Hearing and Council discussion, Mayor 
Truax asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-07 for first and 
second reading, declaring an emergency pursuant to City Charter.   
 
Sykes read Ordinance No. 2011-07 by title for first and second reading, 
declaring an emergency pursuant to City Charter.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Lowe moved, seconded by Councilor Miller, to 
approve First and Second Reading and adopt Ordinance No. 2011-07 
Specifying the Assessments to be made on properties specially 
benefited by the construction of certain sidewalk improvements; 
Setting Sixty (60) Month and One Hundred Twenty (120) Month 
Periods for Installment Payments; Setting the Installment Financing 
Rate at Four and One-Quarter Percent (4.25%) and Six and One-Half 
Percent (6.50%), respectively; and Declaring an Emergency.   
 
Public Hearing Opened: 
Mayor Truax opened the Public Hearing.  
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Written Objections Received: 
No written objections to the assessments were received prior to the 
published deadline of April 25, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Proponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Opponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Others:  
No one testified and no written comments were received.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a roll call 
vote on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors BeLusko, Jr., Johnston, 
Lowe, Miller, Thompson, Uhing, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

  
7. PUBLIC HEARING AND RESOLUTION NO. 2011-29 SETTING FEES 

AND CHARGES FOR AQUATIC CENTER, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2011, 
AND REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 2010-35 
 
Staff Report: 
Downey and Gamble presented the above-proposed resolution for Council 
consideration, noting the proposed resolution would increase Aquatic 
Center fees and charges by three percent (3%), rounded to the nearest 
increment, effective July 1, 2011.  For in-City (18-64) public and fitness 
swim, the fee would increase from $4.20 to $4.35.  In conclusion, Downey 
and Gamble noted the fee request at this time is to allow the Aquatic 
Center the ability to post the new fee schedule in its summer brochure.  
 
Before proceeding with the Public Hearing and Council discussion, Mayor 
Truax asked for a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2011-29. 
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2011-29 by title.  
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MOTION:  Councilor Miller moved, seconded by Councilor BeLusko, 
Jr., to adopt Resolution No. 2011-29 Setting Fees and Charges for 
Aquatic Center, Effective July 1, 2011, and Repealing Resolution No. 
2010-35.   
 
Public Hearing Opened: 
Mayor Truax opened the Public Hearing.  
 
Written Testimony Received: 
No written testimony was received.  
 
Proponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Opponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Others:  
No one testified and no written comments were received.  
 
Public Hearing Closed: 
Mayor Truax closed the Public Hearing.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Uhing commended staff for their professionalism and for providing 
excellent customer service, noting her husband has been a user of the 
City’s pool for 30 plus years.   
 
Lowe commended staff for their dedication and for providing excellent 
services, noting she is a user of the heated pool and has met many people 
who drive from areas outside of the city just to use the City’s facilities.     
 
In response to BeLusko’s inquiry pertaining to the Parks Master Plan 
update, Gamble advised the funds for updating the Parks Master Plan will 
be proposed as part of the Fiscal Year 2011-12 budget proposal.  
 
In response to Mayor Truax’s inquiry pertaining to the reason of increasing 
the spray park rental fee by $2.00, Gamble advised that staff is proposing 
a three percent (3%) increase across the board for all fees and charges, 
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rounded to the nearest increment.   
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a 
roll call vote on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors BeLusko, Jr., Johnston, 
Lowe, Miller, Thompson, Uhing, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

  
8. RESOLUTION NO. 2011-30 APPOINTING CITY AUDITOR FOR THREE 

FISCAL YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 2011, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2013, 
AND REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 2010-12 
 
Staff Report: 
Downey presented a revised copy of the above-proposed resolution for 
Council consideration, noting the City’s Audit Committee, which includes 
Council President Johnston and Councilor BeLusko, is making 
recommendation to Council to appoint Boldt, Carlisle & Smith, LLC, 
located in Salem, as the City’s Auditor for three fiscal years ending June 
30, 2011, through June 30, 2013.  Downey noted the City received four 
proposals and the Audit Committee interviewed three firms based on the 
firm’s experience with similar size municipalities.   
 
Before proceeding with Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a motion 
to adopt Resolution No. 2011-30. 
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2011-30 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Johnston moved, seconded by Councilor 
BeLusko, Jr., to adopt Resolution No. 2011-30 Appointing City 
Auditor for Three Fiscal Years ending June 30, 2011, through June 
30, 2013.  
 
Council Discussion: 
BeLusko advised Council that the Audit Committee interviewed the three 
firms on April 21, 2011, and selected the above-noted auditing firm based 
on the firm’s experience with municipalities and because of the firm’s 
professionalism, to which Council President Johnston concurred.   
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Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a 
roll call vote on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors BeLusko, Jr., Johnston, 
Lowe, Miller, Thompson, Uhing, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

  
9. DISCUSS AND DETERMINE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDING FOR 

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (CEP) PROJECTS FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 
 
Staff Report: 
Downey reported the purpose of the above-noted agenda item was to 
discuss designating the 2011-12 Community Enhancement Program 
(CEP) projects and funding allocations.  Downey reported the City 
received 18 applications totaling $87,067 and the CEP funds available to 
disburse are $61,000.  Downey reported the Council heard the CEP 
project presentations on April 19, 2011, and Councilors submitted their 
individual recommended funding allocations for the various CEP projects.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Mayor Truax opened the floor and roundtable discussion ensued 
pertaining to designating the 2011-12 CEP projects and allocation of the 
CEP funds based on the funding allocation methodology adopted by 
Council at the meeting of February 28, 2011.  Downey presented an 
overhead copy of the worksheet outlining each of the Councilmember’s 
recommended funding allocations for each of the CEP projects.  Downey 
advised the Forest Grove Senior and Community Center’s (FGS&CC) 
project did not receive funding from at least four councilors as required by 
the funding allocation methodology adopted by Council, noting this project 
is subject to drop off the list unless funds are reallocated from at least four 
Councilmembers.  Discussion ensued as Council assessed the FGS&CC’s 
application.   
 
Thompson appealed to each of the other Councilors to provide at least 
some funding to FGS&CC, noting the existing building has major design 
flaws; and as a result, is causing higher utility costs.  
 
Lowe, Uhing and BeLusko individually commented, noting they appreciate 
Thompson’s comments, but each of them expressed that they did not see 
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clarity or scope of need that they felt met the CEP project criteria.   
 
Mayor Truax responded and provided insight, noting the FGS&CC’s 
project would be better suited for a Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), noting $12,600 is a significant amount to fund as a CEP project.  
 
Thompson stressed the City has a grant writer who should be able to 
assist the FGS&CC write a grant proposal, to which Mayor Truax advised 
that he could also help FGS&CC submit a grant proposal for CDBG grant 
funding.   
 
At the conclusion of the above-noted assessment, no funding from at least 
four councilors was reallocated to the FGSCC project; as a result, the 
project fell off the list.   
 
Additional discussion ensued as Councilmembers assessed the remainder 
of the projects and reallocated individual funds available for reallocation.   
 
At the conclusion of the above-noted assessment, Council collectively 
allocated the following funding amounts to each of the CEP projects noted 
below: 
 

PROJECT SPONSOR FUNDING 

Art Ongoing Public Arts Commission 4,785 

FG Community Garden Community Garden Committee $1,500 

FGSD Mentoring Program Big Brothers Big Sisters Columbia NW $4,465 

Sidewalk Chalk Art Festival  Valley Art Association $4,015 

Afterschool Homework Club at Elm Park Bienestar $2,190 
The Main Course - A Celebration of 
NW Wine & Food FG Foundation Main Course Team $2,265 

FG Youth Basketball Uniforms & Gear FGYB $2,945 

HLB Grant Program Historic Landmarks Board $7,790 

FGS&CC Building Improvements 
Forest Grove Senior and Community 
Center  $0 

Equal Access for All - Farmers Market Adelante Mujeres $6,080 
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City Street and Register Tree Survey, 
CFC Training & Neighborwoods Tree 
Planting  Community Forestry Commission $3,370 

WESTCO Community Action Organization $6,230 

Old Glory FG Firefighters Association $1,490 

Display Cabinet Japanese Sister Cities Committee $3,325 

Dairy Creek Community Food Web FG Senior & Community Center $1,955 

Emergency Overnight Housing St. Vincent dePaul Society $2,000 
Early Childhood Education School 
Readiness Adelante Mujeres $2,850 

Downtown First Wednesday Events City Club $3,340 
     

TOTAL PROPOSED FUNDS TO BE AWARDED FOR FY 2011-12 $60,595 
 
Council Discussion: 
Mayor Truax advised the funding allocation methodology adopted by 
Council for this year’s CEP application process is an attempt to establish a 
fair and equitable process for selecting and funding the CEP projects.   
 
BeLusko concurred that this year’s CEP funding allocation process was a 
good change, noting he likes the idea of not having to spend funds if the 
project criteria is not met and he also likes having the ability to carryover 
unallocated funds to the next cycle.  
 
Johnston voiced concern that six applications had administrative and 
personnel costs associated with the CEP projects, noting Council still 
needs to work on this issue, to which Mayor Truax concurred, noting 
Johnston’s point is well taken.  

  
10. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT: 

Sykes reported on upcoming events as noted in the Council calendar and 
reported on other various upcoming local meetings and events.  Sykes 
thanked Councilmembers for attending the Light and Power Director 
applicants’ meet-and-greet reception, which was held April 22, 2011. 
Sykes provided an update on the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) 
Residential Exchange Program Settlement Agreement, noting the 91 
percent signing threshold was not met; as a result, BPA officials are 
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reevaluating the percentage threshold to determine if the signing threshold 
should be lowered.  Sykes reported he has been appointed to serve on the 
Oregon City/County Managers Association Board of Directors.  In addition, 
Sykes reported on various meetings he attended and provided updates on 
various City department-related activities, projects, and upcoming city-
wide events.  

  
11. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 

BeLusko welcomed the owners of the new Compton building, located at 
1910 Main Street, and wished them much success in the community.  In 
addition, BeLusko reported on other information of interest and reported 
on various upcoming meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Johnston reminded Council of the upcoming Fire Awards Banquet, which 
will be held Friday, April 29, 2011.  In addition, Johnston reported on 
various meetings he attended and other information of interest and 
reported on various upcoming meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Lowe presented overhead copies highlighting various legislative house 
bills of interest and highlighting various upcoming city-wide public events. 
Lowe reported on the status of Fernhill Wetlands Restroom/Shelter 
facilities, noting Fernhill Wetlands Council selected the same design as 
Thatcher Park.  In addition, Lowe reported on various meetings and other 
information of interest and reported on various upcoming meetings she 
was planning to attend.  
 
Miller reported she was unable to attend the last Committee for Citizen 
Involvement meeting due to the meeting conflicted with the CEP work 
session presentations.  Miller reported she had a discussion with the 
person who oversees Pacific University’s student orientation program, 
noting they discussed ways to improve communications between students 
and city officials, as well as local businesses.  In addition, Miller reported 
on various meetings and other information of interest and reported on 
various upcoming meetings she was planning to attend.  
 
Thompson highlighted various legislative house bills of interest, noting at 
the request of the League of Oregon Cities, he wrote letters to State 
legislators expressing concern of eliminating funds for public transportation 
for the elderly and urged everyone to write letters as well.  Thompson 
reported on the Community Forestry Commission (CFC) meeting, noting 
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CFC heard an Executive Summary Report on the City’s Tree Inventory 
Program, noting he would like to invite the intern who  presented the 
Executive Summary Report to attend an upcoming Council meeting, to 
which Sykes advised that staff has already scheduled this presentation for 
an upcoming Council meeting agenda. Thompson also invited everyone to 
attend the upcoming Tree Planting Workshop, which is hosted by CFC and 
will be held April 30, 2011, 9:00 a.m. at Lincoln Park.  In addition, 
Thompson reported on various meetings and other information of interest 
and reported on various upcoming meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Uhing reported on information of interest and reported on various 
upcoming meetings she was planning to attend.  
  
Mayor Truax reported on various local, regional, Metro, and Washington 
County meetings he attended and reported on various upcoming meetings 
and community-related events he was planning to attend.  Mayor Truax 
reported he is regrettably unable to attend the Fire Awards Banquet, 
noting Council President Johnston will be attending in his absence and will 
be representing the Council with any necessary remarks.  Mayor Truax 
read a letter sent by the Town of Nyuzen, Japan, noting Mayor Masaaki 
Yonezawa understandably accepted the City’s proposal to cancel this 
year’s adult delegation visit to Nyuzen.  Mayor Truax advised that he 
cancelled this year’s adult delegation visit due to the conditions in east 
Japan are still very uncertain.  In addition, Mayor Truax publicly expressed 
his apology for comments he made in the NewsTimes pertaining to an 
incident involving an individual who was protesting the war, noting he 
honors the individual’s military service to our country but he cannot 
condone the derogatory language cited in the individual’s banner.  
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12. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mayor Truax adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

  
________________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

 
 


