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Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 
Council approved minutes as presented February 11, 2013. 

 
 

1. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Peter Truax called the regular City Council to order at 7:02 p.m. and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.  ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL PRESENT:  
Thomas Johnston, Council President; Richard Kidd; Victoria Lowe; Camille 
Miller; Ronald Thompson; and Mayor Peter Truax.  COUNCIL ABSENT:  
Elena Uhing, excused.  STAFF PRESENT: Michael Sykes, City Manager; 
Paul Downey, Administrative Services Director; Jon Holan, Community 
Development Director; Rob Foster (in the audience); Dan Riordan, Senior 
Planner (in the audience); Janie Schutz, Police Chief (in the audience); 
and Anna Ruggles, City Recorder.  

  
1. A.  Miller expressed concern of the audio system in the auditorium, noting she 

is concerned the audience is unable to hear Council.  Miller asked the 
audience if they were able to hear her, to which the audience replied they 
could hear her effectively.  Miller asked Councilmembers if they would 
please speak directly into their microphones instead of leaning back to 
help enhance the audio.  

  
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:  None.  

  
3.  CONSENT AGENDA: Items under the Consent Agenda are considered 

routine and will be adopted with a single motion, without separate 
discussion.  Council members who wish to remove an item from the 
Consent Agenda may do so prior to the motion to approve the item(s). Any 
item(s) removed from the Consent Agenda will be discussed and acted 
upon following the approval of the Consent Agenda item(s).  

 
A. Approve City Council Executive Session (Real Property) 

Meeting Minutes of December 10, 2012. 
B. Approve City Council Work Session (Island Annexation) 

Meeting Minutes of December 10, 2012. 
C. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of December 

10, 2012. 
D. Approve City Council Special Executive Session (Real 
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Property) Meeting Minutes of December 21, 2012. 
E. Approve City Council Special Meeting Minutes of December 

21, 2012. 
F. Accept Economic Development Commission Meeting 

Minutes of July 12, September 13, October 4, and November 
1, 2012. 

G. Accept Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 
of November 21, 2012. 

H. Accept Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of December 
3, 2012. 

I. Accept Public Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of 
November 15, 2012. 

J. Community Development Department Monthly Building 
Activity Informational Report for December 2012.  

K. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-01 DESIGNATING CITY OF 
FOREST GROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR YEAR 
2013. 

L. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-02 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
TO THE BUDGET COMMITTEE (Reappoint Rod Fuiten and 
David Maisel, Terms Expiring December 31, 2015). 

M. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-03 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
TO COMMUNITY FORESTRY COMMISSION (Reappoint 
Mindy Laird-Garcia and Lance Schamberger, Terms Expiring 
December 31, 2015).  

N. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-04 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (Reappoint 
Eduardo Corona, Adelante Mujeres; Clyde Fulkerson – 
Primary, Hilary Olivos – Alternate, McMenamins; and 
Christian Viera – Primary, Brett Rehrig – Alternate, High Tech 
Crating; Terms Expiring December 31, 2015). 

O. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-05 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
AND NEW APPOINTMENT TO HISTORIC LANDMARKS 
BOARD (Reappoint Neil Poulsen and Ernest Walston, Terms 
Expiring December 31, 2016; and Appoint Paul Waterstreet, 
Term Expiring December 31, 2013).  

P. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-06 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
TO LIBRARY COMMISSION (Reappoint Douglas Martin and 
Kathleen Poulsen, Terms Expiring December 31, 2014). 
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Q. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-07 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
TO PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION (Reappoint 
Jonathan Faris, Student Advisory, Term Expiring December 
31, 2013; Reappoint Susan Taylor, Glenn VanBlarcom; and 
Paul Waterstreet, Terms Expiring December 31, 2016. 

R. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-08 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
AND NEW APPOINTMENT TO PUBLIC ARTS 
COMMISSION (Reappoint Kathy Broom, At-Large; Kathleen 
Leatham, Senior Center; and Pat Truax – Primary, Donna 
House, Alternate, Valley Art Association; Terms Expiring 
December 31, 2015, and Appoint Rebecca Twist, Pacific 
University, Term Expiring December 31, 2013).  

S. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-09 MAKING REAPPOINTMENTS 
TO PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMISSION 
(Reappoint Mike Bernhardt, At-Large; Allyn Clark, At-Large; 
and Robert Mills, At-Large; Terms Expiring December 31, 
2016, and Appoint Nathan Seable, At-Large, Term Expiring 
December 31, 2013). 

  
 MOTION:  Councilor Lowe moved, seconded by Councilor 

Thompson, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  ABSENT:  
Councilor Uhing.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0 by voice vote.  

  
4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  None.  

  
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

  
5. A.  Transit Alternatives: 

Holan introduced Tom Brennan, Consultant, Nelson-Nygaard, who 
presented a PowerPoint presentation titled “Local Transit Study”, noting 
the study shows a compelling need for local transit service in Forest 
Grove, showing that approximately 1,500 people live and work in Forest 
Grove; an additional 4,700 commute into Forest Grove from other 
locations, and approximately 6,300 live in Forest Grove and work outside 
the City.  In addition, the presentation outlined existing transit plans and 
conditions; transit market analysis based on demographics, population 
density, and low-income or zero vehicle per household; and presentation 
of a map showing home locations in Forest Grove; map showing work 
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locations of Forest Grove residents; map showing existing fixed transit 
service routes; examples of peer case studies; comparison of local service 
hours per capita; local service model applicability; local service types; 
maps showing previous service proposals; potential capital/operating 
funding opportunities; draft of service operating parameters; findings, next 
steps and timelines (funding decision in early spring 2013 and potentially 
starting up in Fall 2013).  Holan reported since the Transit Study was 
conducted, Ride Connection has been approached by Tri-Met proposing 
transit service for Forest Grove beyond the bus service currently provided 
by Line 57 service.  Holan indicated Ride Connection has applied for two 
grants to fund the acquisition of two 14-passenger buses with lifts and bike 
racks for the local operation of bus routes for up to a two-year period.  In 
addition, Holan and Brennan addressed various Council inquiries and 
concerns pertaining to Forest Grove’s efforts to improve public transit 
service by enhancing Line 57 with local options and providing flexible 
routes that would provide pick-up and drop-off within designated areas 
within the service routes, more importantly providing flexible transit service 
for high school students and park-and-ride options to serve surrounding 
communities, i.e., Banks, Cornelius, Gaston and perhaps McMinnville, 
noting staff plans to examine options for maintaining transit service beyond 
the two-year grant period and will continuing looking at other sustainable 
options for enhancing and continuing the routes.  In conclusion, Council 
collectively commended staff’s work on the project, noting they are looking 
forward to addressing the proposed routes and exploring the overall 
community needs. 

  
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 2013-01 

AMENDING THE CITY OF FOREST GROVE REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT 
TREES 
 
Staff Report: 
Holan and Riordan presented the above-proposed ordinance for Council 
consideration, noting the Community Forestry Commission (CFC) is 
making recommendation updating the Register of Significant Trees, which 
was last updated in 2008.  Riordan explained many of the trees proposed 
to be removed from the Register are diseased or very old oak trees, such 
as the two oak trees that recently toppled along Main Street, between 
Pacific Avenue and 21st Avenue.  Riordan reported CFC held a Public 
Hearing on December 19, 2012, to consider the proposed updates to the 
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Register, noting based on testimony heard and CFC’s deliberations, CFC 
adopted a motion recommending the Council accept the following updates 
to the Register: 
 

 1617 Birch Street (removal of 1 Oregon White Oak for safety) 
 1623 Birch Street (removal of 1 Oregon White Oak for safety) 
 1634 Birch Street (removal of 1 Oregon White Oak for safety) 
 1873 Primrose Lane (removal of 2 Oregon White Oak trees for 

safety) 
 2032 College Way (removal 2 Oregon White Oak trees damaged 

by storm) 
 2125 18th Avenue (owner requested removal of 2 Oregon White 

Oak trees) 
 2237 16th Avenue (incorrect listing of 2 Oregon White Oak trees) 
 2325 A Street (add 1 Oregon White Oak tree) 
 2332 A Street (removal of 1 Oregon White Oak for safety) 
 2426 19th Avenue (correct address to 2436 19th Avenue) 
 2516 B Street (incorrect listing of 2 Oregon White Oak trees) 
 3234 22nd Avenue (owner requested removal of 1 Douglas Fir) 

 
 
Before proceeding with the Public Hearing and Council discussion, Mayor 
Truax asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-01.  
 
Sykes read Ordinance No. 2013-01 by title for first reading.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Kidd moved, seconded by Councilor Lowe, to 
adopt Ordinance No. 2013-01 Amending the City of Forest Grove 
Register of Significant Trees.  The second reading of Ordinance No. 
2013-01 by title and final vote will occur at the meeting of January 28, 
2013. 
 
Public Hearing Opened: 
Mayor Truax opened the Public Hearing.  
 
Proponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
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Opponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Others:  
No one testified and no written comments were received.  
 
Council Discussion: 
In response to Lowe’s concerns pertaining to the historic tree register and 
tree trimming, Riordan affirmed city crews are aware of which trees are 
listed in the Register of Significant Trees.  In addition, Lowe proposed 
notifying property owners when the City schedules tree trimming, i.e., 
same as leaf pickup schedule.  
 
In response to Johnston’s concern pertaining to trees in the public rights-
of-way, Riordan explained it is the responsibility of the property owner to 
maintain trees in the public rights-of-way pursuant to City Code, noting 
there is a permit process before property owners can conduct work on 
trees listed in the Register of Significant Trees. 
 
Public Hearing Recessed: 
Mayor Truax recessed the Public Hearing until the next Council meeting of 
January 28, 2013. 
 

7. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-10 AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO 
ENDORSE FIRST AMENDMENT TO INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AGREEMENT (IGA) FOR BROADBAND USER’S GROUP (BUG) 
 
Staff Report: 
Downey presented the above-proposed resolution authorizing the City 
Manager to execute an amendment to the existing Broadband User’s 
Group (BUG) Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA), noting the new IGA 
extends the terms from five years to ten years, expiring January 1, 2023.  
In conclusion, Downey advised there is no additional fiscal impact by 
extending the IGA as the costs of the BUG are already included in the 
City’s financial projections.  
 
Before proceeding with Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a 
motion to adopt Resolution No. 2013-10. 
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Sykes read Resolution No. 2013-10 by title.  
 
MOTION:  Council President Johnston moved, seconded by 
Councilor Lowe, to adopt Resolution No. 2013-10 Authorizing City 
Manager to Endorse First Amendment to Intergovernmental Agreement 
(IGA) for Broadband User’s Group (BUG). 
  
Council Discussion: 
In response to Thompson’s concern pertaining to the terms of IGA, 
Downey explained Section 11.2 of the IGA allows the City to opt out with 
180 days written notice.  
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a 
roll call vote on the above motion. 
  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors Johnston, Kidd, Lowe, Miller, 
Thompson, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Councilor 
Uhing.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

  
8. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:   

City Manager Sykes reported on upcoming meetings and events as noted 
in the Council calendar and reported on dates of significant events of 
interest as noted in the City Manager’s Report.  Sykes called upon Police 
Chief Schutz to provide an update on the Police Citizen’s Academy, to 
which Chief Schutz distributed personal invitations to Council inviting them 
to attend the first Citizen’s Academy on Wednesday, February 13, 2013.  
In conclusion, Sykes distributed a copy of his written report, which outlined 
various meetings he attended and provided updates on various City 
department-related activities, projects, and other upcoming 
city/community-wide events.   

  
9. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS:    

 Council President Johnston reported on Forest Grove Rural Fire 
Protection District Board-related activities, noting the Board has hired an 
attorney to prepare its budget process.  Johnston reported on Fire 
Department-related incidents, highly commending emergency personnel 
and volunteers for their dedication and humanitarian services.  In addition, 
Johnston reported on other matters of interest and upcoming meetings he 
was planning to attend.  
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Kidd reported on Historic Landmarks Board (HLB)-related activities, noting 
HLB did not have a quorum at their last meeting and will carryover agenda 
topics to their next meeting.  In addition, Kidd reported on other matters of 
interest and upcoming meetings he was planning to attend. 
 
Lowe highly commended city crews for doing an excellent job on the city’s 
leaf pickup program and for maintaining the city’s infrastructures.  Lowe 
provided an update on Fernhill Wetlands, noting Clean Water Services is 
restoring the site back to its natural look.  In addition, Lowe reported on 
upcoming meetings she was planning to attend.  
  

Miller reported on the Public Arts Commission (PAC)-related activities, 
noting PAC is assessing establishing a non-profit foundation.  Miller 
reported briefly on Forest Grove Chamber of Commerce-related activities, 
noting the Chamber is doing well.  In addition, Miller reported on other 
matters of interest and upcoming meetings she was planning to attend.  

 
Thompson highly commended Community Forestry Commission for their 
excellent work surveying and updating the Register of Significant Trees.  
Thompson reported on Forest Grove Senior and Community Center-
related activities and Ride Connection-related activities, noting Ride 
Connection’s two-year grant proposal was accepted, which will provide 
local transit service for Forest Grove beyond the bus service currently 
provided by Line 57 service.  In addition, Thompson reported on other 
matters of interest and upcoming meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Uhing was absent. 
  
Mayor Truax reported on Council calendar updates, noting the Council 
Retreat will be held Saturday, February 9th; State of the City Address will 
be held Monday, February 25th during the Chamber Luncheon; City Day at 
Capitol is scheduled for Wednesday, February 27th; and the Council/Rural 
Fire Board joint work session will be held Wednesday, April 3, 2013.  In 
addition, Mayor Truax reported on various local, regional, Metro, and 
Washington County meetings he attended; reported on legislative matters 
and League of Oregon Cities; and upcoming meetings and community-
related events he was planning to attend. 
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10. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mayor Truax adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

  
________________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

 
 


