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Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 

Council approved minutes as presented April 22, 2013. 
 
 

1. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Peter Truax called the regular City Council to order at 7:25 p.m. and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.  ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL PRESENT:  
Thomas Johnston, Council President; Richard Kidd; Victoria Lowe; Camille 
Miller; Ronald Thompson; Elena Uhing, and Mayor Peter Truax.  STAFF 
PRESENT:  Michael Sykes, City Manager; George Cress, Light and Power 
Director; Paul Downey, Administrative Services Director; Tom Gamble, 
Parks and Recreation Director; Jon Holan, Community Development 
Director; Janie Schutz, Police Chief; Jeff King, Economic Development 
Coordinator; Michael Kinkade, Fire Chief (in the audience); Susan Cole, 
Administrative Services Assistant Director (in the audience); and Anna 
Ruggles, City Recorder.  

  
1. A.  PROCLAMATIONS: 

Child Abuse Prevention Month 
Mayor Truax publicly proclaimed the month of April, 2013, as “Child Abuse 
Prevention Month”.  The proclamation will be mailed to Department of 
Human Services since no one was present to receive the proclamation on 
the agency’s behalf.  

  
1. B.  Arbor Week 

Mayor Truax publicly proclaimed April 7 – 13, 2013, as “Arbor Week” in 
Forest Grove.  Mayor Truax presented the proclamation to Jen Warren, 
Community Forestry Commission (CFC) Chair, who received the 
proclamation on behalf of CFC.  Mayor Truax noted this is the 23rd 
consecutive year the City has received the national “Tree City USA” award 
recognition.  In addition, Warren reported CFC is sponsoring an Arbor Day 
Tree Planting Event on Monday, April 22, 2013, at Rogers Park.   

  
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:  None.  
  
3.  CONSENT AGENDA: Items under the Consent Agenda are considered 

routine and will be adopted with a single motion, without separate 
discussion.  Council members who wish to remove an item from the 
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Consent Agenda may do so prior to the motion to approve the item(s). Any 
item(s) removed from the Consent Agenda will be discussed and acted 
upon following the approval of the Consent Agenda item(s).  

 
A. Approve City Council Executive Session (Litigation) Meeting 

Minutes of March 18, 2013. 
B. Approve City Council Executive Session (Labor) Meeting 

Minutes of March 18, 2013. 
C. Approve City Council Work Session (Times Litho) Meeting 

Minutes of March 18, 2013. 
D. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of March 18, 

2013. 
E. Accept Historic Landmarks Board Meeting Minutes of 

January 22 and February 26, 2013. 
F. Accept Library Commission Meeting Minutes of February 19, 

2013. 
G. Accept Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 

of February 20, 2013. 
H. Accept Resignation on Community Forestry Commission 

(Mindy Laird-Garcia, Term Expiring December 31, 2015). 
I. Accept Resignation on Historic Landmarks Board (Kevin 

Kamberg, Term Expiring December 31, 2014). 
J. Accept Resignation on Historic Landmarks Board (Ernest 

Walston, Term Expiring December 31, 2016). 
K. Endorse Liquor License Renewal Applications for Year 2013: 

1. Tienda La Rosa (Off-Premises Sales) 
2. Forest Grove Theater (Limited On-Premises Sales) – 

 ADDED TO CONSENT AGENDA. 
  
 MOTION:  Councilor Miller moved, seconded by Councilor Kidd, to 

approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0 by 
voice vote.  

  
4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:   
 Ruggles requested to add Consent Agenda Item 3. K. 2. as noted above.   
  
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

 
  



FOREST GROVE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
APRIL 8, 2013 – 7:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY AUDITORIUM  
PAGE 3    

 
    

 
5. A.  
 

Open House Schedule on Infrastructure Improvements for Annexation 
Areas:  
Foster presented a PowerPoint presentation highlighting maps showing 
recently annexed properties, roadways located within County jurisdiction, 
future infrastructure areas, unserved sanitary sewer areas, and examples 
of recent street improvement projects.  Foster reported staff is proposing 
to hold open houses with recently annexed property owners for the 
purpose of presenting information on the City’s existing and future 
infrastructure needs, such as streets, sidewalks, sanitary sewer, and storm 
drainage.  Foster indicated the first open house is scheduled for April 9, 
2013, noting staff will provide at the open houses cost estimates and 
explain how projects are funded as well as seek feedback from property 
owners on what they would like to see improved or developed and their 
level of interest in funding improvements that may benefit their property.  
In addition, Sykes added the open houses are to address comments heard 
during the island annexation process, noting the City received a Notice of 
Appeal on the annexation; however, staff is still going to proceed with 
identifying infrastructures in the City’s Master Plans.   

  
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 2013-03 

AMENDING FOREST GROVE DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 10, 
ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT.  FILE NO. ZNC-12-01070 
 

 Staff Report: 
Holan presented the above-proposed Ordinance requesting to amend 
Development Code, Chapter 10, as outlined in Exhibit A of Ordinance No. 
2013-03.  Holan advised staff will be presenting Agenda Items 6 and 7 as 
one staff report, noting Ordinance No. 2013-03 is proposing to amend 
Development Code, Chapter 10, to address subdivision-related matters;  
development standards for Institutional Zone District; change parks from a 
conditional to permitted use; prohibit manufactured homes in historic 
districts; allow serving liquor in the Neighborhood Commercial District; 
allow offices above the first floor in the Town Center Core District; allow 
manufacturers to provide space to sell products on-site; change mitigation 
time for improper tree removal; lot line adjustment recordation 
requirements; prohibition of shipping containers for use as accessory 
structures in residential districts; require on-site parking lot connections; 
clarify window and sloped roof design requirements for commercial 
buildings; reduce electronic sign intervals; reduce frontage requirements 
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for flag lots; and other miscellaneous clerical amendments.  Holan 
reported Ordinance No. 2013-04 (refer below to Agenda Item 7) is 
proposing to amend Municipal Code Section 3.105, sidewalk construction 
requirements, to increase the permit valuation from $3,000 to $10,000 if an 
improvement adds a new structure, expands square footage by at least 10 
percent or expands the number of bedrooms.  Holan referenced the staff 
report and Attachments, noting the Planning Commission held a Public 
Hearing on February 4, 2013, and Council held work sessions on February 
25 and March 18, 2013, to review the recommended code amendments.  
In conclusion of the above-noted staff report, Holan advised staff is 
recommending adoption of the proposed Code amendments as outlined in 
Exhibit A of Ordinance No. 2013-03.  
 
Questions of Staff:  
Uhing suggested amending Page 33, Subsection 10.8.830:  Electronic 
sign intervals, noting three (3) second time intervals for electronic signs is 
too fast to comfortably read while driving, to which Council collectively 
concurred and made recommendation to amend the above-noted 
subsection to increase time intervals from three (3) seconds to seven (7) 
seconds.  
 
Miller indicated electronic signs are distractions, and she appreciates staff 
recognizing the need to slow the time intervals.   
 
Johnston suggested contacting Pacific University Optometry to ascertain 
what they recommend for electronic sign time intervals.    
 
In response to Thompson’s concern pertaining to amending the threshold 
for daycare, Page 15, Subsection 9, Daycare facilities, Holan advised that 
staff needs to do further research before proposing a code amendment, 
noting City Code currently allows up to 12 children; however, State law 
has increased the threshold for daycare to 16 children. 
 
In response to Miller’s inquiries pertaining to Page 31, Subsection 
10.8.710: Window transparency requirements, due to energy efficiency, 
Holan explained the 50 percent glazing requirement pertains to 
commercial buildings outside of the Town Center area, noting the 
requirement is intended for ground floor windows facing the public rights-
of-way or buildings on corner lots must have a minimum of 50 percent 
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transparency windows.  Holan gave examples of projects where the 
above-noted was an issue, noting the provision allows him/ Director 
flexibility to make a determination as well. 
 
In response to Council President Johnston’s concerns pertaining to Page 
33, Subsection 10.8.905.F.3. Frontage, Holan explained staff is proposing 
to reduce the frontage requirements for flag lots from 20’ to 15’ if the 
access strip is serving one lot, noting the amendment does not impact 
alley access.   
 
In response to Thompson’s concerns pertaining to emergency vehicle 
access, Holan advised the minimum 10’ driveway serving a single home, 
flag lot, is sufficient width for emergency vehicles and utility access.  
 

 Before proceeding with the Public Hearing and Council discussion, Mayor 
Truax asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-03.  
 
Sykes read Ordinance No. 2013-03 by title for first reading.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Miller moved, seconded by Councilor Lowe, to 
adopt Ordinance No. 2013-03 Amending Forest Grove Development 
Code, Chapter 10, Zoning Text Amendment.  File No. ZNC-12-01070 
(as amended, Page 33, Subsection 10.8.830, increase electronic sign 
intervals to seven (7) seconds).  The second reading of Ordinance No. 
2013-03 by title and final vote will occur at the meeting of Monday, April 
22, 2013. 
 
Public Hearing Opened: 
Mayor Truax opened the Public Hearing and explained hearing 
procedures.  
 
Written Testimony Received Prior to Public Hearing: 
Holan referenced copies of an e-mail submitted by Brenda Somes, dated 
April 4, 2013, to consider allowing temporarily shipping containers (aka 
Pods), assessing a nominal discretionary permit fee, for certain 
circumstances, such as moving in/out of homes, major home remodel or 
due to home destructions caused by fire or flood.   
 
In response to the above-noted written testimony, Holan advised Council 
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the Code prohibits shipping containers in residential zones beyond 60 
days.  
 
Proponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Opponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Others:  
No one testified and no written comments were received.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax recessed the 
Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 2013-03 as noted below.  
 
Public Hearing Recessed: 
Mayor Truax recessed the Public Hearing until the next Council meeting of 
Monday, April 22, 2013. 

  
7. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 2013-04 

AMENDING FOREST GROVE CODE SECTION 3.105, MODIFYING 
THRESHOLD COST AND ADDING CRITERIA FOR THE 
INSTALLATION OF SIDEWALKS; AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 
1976-27.  FILE NO. ZNC-12-01070 
 
Staff Report: 
Holan presented the above-proposed Ordinance No. 2013-04 requesting 
to amend Municipal Code Section 3.105, Sidewalk Construction 
Requirements, to increase the permit valuation from $3,000 to $10,000 if 
an improvement adds a new structure, expands square footage by at least 
10 percent or expands the number of bedrooms. Holan advised the 
existing threshold of $3,000 was established in 1976 and has remained 
unchanged, noting staff is recommending increasing the threshold to 
$10,000, which is more inline with inflation costs and eliminates requiring 
construction of sidewalks for minor types of improvements.  In conclusion 
of the above-noted staff report, Holan advised staff is recommending 
adoption of the proposed Code amendments as outlined in Exhibit A of 
Ordinance No. 2013-04.  
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Before proceeding with the Public Hearing and Council discussion, Mayor 
Truax asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-04.  
 
Sykes read Ordinance No. 2013-04 by title for first reading.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Kidd moved, seconded by Councilor Thompson, 
to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-04 Amending Forest Grove Code 
Section 3.105, Modifying Threshold Cost and Adding Criteria for the 
Installation of Sidewalks; and Repealing Ordinance No. 1976-27.  File 
No. ZNC-12-01070.  The second reading of Ordinance No. 2013-04 by title 
and final vote will occur at the meeting of Monday, April 22, 2013. 
 
Public Hearing Opened: 
Mayor Truax opened the Public Hearing as requested by staff at the same 
time as Agenda Item 6 (refer to Agenda Item 6 noted above for testimony). 
  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax recessed the 
Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 2013-04 as noted below.  
 
Public Hearing Recessed: 
Mayor Truax recessed the Public Hearing until the next Council meeting of 
Monday, April 22, 2013. 

  
8. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-24 AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF FOREST 

GROVE TO APPLY FOR A LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANT FROM THE 
OREGON PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF A MULTI-USE TRAIL IN THE OLD TOWN/B 
STREET OPEN SPACE AREA 
 
Staff Report: 

 Gamble and King presented the above-proposed resolution requesting 
authorization to submit a grant proposal to the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department to build and install a multi-use trail, noting the 
proposed trail will connect to the existing B Street trail and include a new 
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access connection to 14th Street, as well as installation of signage and 
benches.  King reported the total project costs are estimated at $327,000, 
of which the grant requires a local match of $163,500.  In conclusion of the 
above-noted staff report, Gamble advised the funds will be allocated from 
the Parks System Development Charges, noting the Parks and Recreation 
Department will maintain the trail.   
 
Before proceeding with Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a 
motion to adopt Resolution No. 2013-24.  
 
Sykes read Resolution No. 2013-24 by title.   
 
MOTION:  Council President Johnston moved, seconded by 
Councilor Lowe, to adopt Resolution No. 2013-24 Authorizing the City 
of Forest Grove to Apply for a Local Government Grant from the 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department for Development of a Multi-
Use Trail in the Old Town/B Street Open Space Area. 
 
Council Discussion: 
Lowe commended staff for seeking the above-noted grant opportunity.  
 
Hearing no further discussion from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a 
roll call vote on the above motion. 
  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  AYES:  Councilors Johnston, Kidd, Lowe, Miller, 
Thompson, Elena Uhing, and Mayor Truax.  NOES:  None.  MOTION 
CARRIED 7-0. 

  
9.  DEPARTMENT WORK PLANS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013-14: 
  
 Light and Power Department: 

Cress presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the Light and Power 
Department’s (L&P) Work Plan for 2013-14 as noted in the staff report.  
Cress’s report focused on substation equipment replacement and 
improvement projects; aging pole replacement program (80 poles 
replaced, approximately 200 poles remaining); energy conservation 
programs (incentive upgrades, rebates, and renewable energy options); 
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition System (SCADA) installation 
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program; upgrades to Pacific University cafeteria; and feasibility study for 
future solar generation facility.  In addition, Cress reported on other various 
department-related projects and goals and addressed Council inquiries 
pertaining to the transformer replacement program, noting L&P is looking 
at replacing three of its 50-year old transformers.  Sykes and Downey 
explained L&P has some contingencies but the replacement costs for the 
five transformers will cost the City approximately $5 million,  noting staff 
plans to report back to Council once the L&P Master Plan and financial 
study is completed.  

  
 Parks and Recreation Department: 

Gamble presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the Parks and 
Recreation Department’s Work Plan for 2013-14 as noted in his staff 
report.  Gamble’s report focused on various park-related projects 
(identifying new community garden locations); ongoing Aquatic Center-
related programs (seeking additional revenue sources and staff support, 
promoting teen activities, and water safety outreach); Parks Master Plan 
update; Parks and Recreation Commission-related projects; volunteer 
program opportunities; exploring and pursuing property acquisitions; 
exploring and pursuing various trails development and partnerships; 
pursuing various grant opportunities; promoting A. T. Smith House; Public 
Arts Commission-related projects; examining sustainable energy 
strategies; and drafting a field development policy to handle increased 
demands for usage. In addition, Gamble reported on other various 
department-related projects and goals and addressed Council inquiries 
pertaining to various trail-related projects.  

  
 Police Department: 

Chief Schutz presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the Police 
Department’s Work Plan for 2013-14 as noted in her staff report.  Schutz’s 
report focused on police-related work plan, activities and programs; 
community outreach programs (reserve officer program, Citizen’s 
Academy, Neighborhood Watch and crime prevention); police-related 
training (active shooter training and mental health training and awareness); 
Public Safety Advisory Commission-related projects; and collaboration with 
various county-wide agencies.  In addition, Schutz reported on other 
various department-related projects and goals and responded to Council 
inquiries pertaining to mental health issues.   
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 Mayor Truax called for Council consensus to suspend Council’s 9:00 p.m. 

curfew rule, to which, Council collectively agreed to continue the meeting. 
  
 Economic Development: 

King presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the Economic 
Development’s Work Plan for 2013-14 as noted in his staff report.  King’s 
report focused on the Economic Development Commission-related 
projects; business recruitment and retention efforts; promoting tourism and 
marketing opportunities; small/new business development; downtown 
revitalization and redevelopment (Times Litho); multi-media marketing 
strategies; seeking local workforce center; pursuing various grant 
opportunities; assisting with key community events; and collaboration with 
various committees and county-wide agencies.  In addition, King reported 
on various grant-related opportunities and other various department-
related projects and goals and addressed Council inquiries pertaining to 
providing support for home-based businesses.   

  
 Community Development: 

Holan’s presentation was postponed to the next meeting of Monday, April 22, 
2013, due to the time.  

  
10. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:   

City Manager Sykes reported on upcoming meetings and events as noted 
in the Council calendar and reported on dates of significant events of 
interest as noted in the City Manager’s Report.  Sykes highlighted the 
following calendar reminders: Community Enhancement Program Grant 
presentations scheduled for Tuesday, April 16, 2013, and Budget 
Informational Meeting, Wednesday, April 24, 2013.  In conclusion of the 
above-noted report, Sykes distributed a copy of his written report, which 
outlined various meetings he attended and provided updates on various 
City department-related activities, projects, and other upcoming 
city/community-wide events.   

  
11. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS:    
 Council President Johnston reported on Public Safety Advisory 

Commission (PSAC)-related activities, noting PSAC is applying for a 
Community Enhancement Program Grant for graffiti enforcement.  
Johnston reported attending the Joint Work Session with Forest Grove 
Rural Fire Protection District; attending the Firefighters Association Awards 
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Awards Banquet; and attending the 21st Century Education Workforce 
Summit.  In addition, Johnston reported on other matters of interest and 
upcoming meetings he was planning to attend. 
 
Kidd announced Historic Landmarks Board invites everyone to attend its 
3rd Annual Preservation Fair, Saturday, April 27, 2013, 9am, 1728 Main 
Street.  Kidd reported attending the FG Conversations Town Hall, noting it 
was an excellent presentation; however, Kidd voiced concern with the 
lighting and sound system in the auditorium during the presentation.  In 
addition, Kidd reported on other matters of interest and upcoming 
meetings he was planning to attend. 
 
Lowe briefly reported on Fernhill Wetlands-related activities, noting the 
Walk The Trails was a good event.  In addition, Lowe reported on other 
matters of interest and upcoming meetings she was planning to attend. 
 
Miller reported on Forest Grove Chamber of Commerce-related activities, 
noting the Chamber is in the process of hiring a new Executive Director.  
Miller highly commended Ray Giansante, Interim Executive Director, for 
his services.  Miller reported attending the Firefighters Association Awards 
Banquet, noting it was an excellent event.  In addition, Miller reported on 
upcoming community events and upcoming meetings she was planning to 
attend.  
 

Thompson announced Community Forestry Commission invites everyone 
to attend its Arbor Day Celebration, Monday, April 22, 2013, 10am, Rogers 
Park.  Thompson reported attending a transit-related public meeting in 
Salem.  Thompson briefly reported on Ride Connection-related activities 
and Forest Grove Senior and Community Center-related activities.  In 
addition, Thompson reported on other matters of interest and upcoming 
meetings he was planning to attend.  

Uhing reported Economic Development Commission participated jointly 
with Forest Grove School District in attending the 21st Century Education 
Workforce Summit.  In addition, Uhing reported on other matters of interest 
and upcoming meetings she was planning to attend.  

 
Mayor Truax announced dates of various upcoming activities and 
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meetings as noted in the Council Calendar, noting County Commissioner 
Bob Terry will be presenting at the Chamber Luncheon, Monday, April 15, 
2013, Noon, Community Auditorium; Friends of the Library are hosting a 
Meet and Greet, Thursday, April 18, 2013, 5:30 pm, Rogers Room;  
Congresswoman Bonamici’s Town Hall is scheduled for Saturday, April 20, 
2013, 4pm, Community Auditorium; and Senator Bruce Starr’s Town Hall 
is scheduled for Monday, April 29, 2013, 6:30 pm, Community Auditorium. 
 In addition, Mayor Truax reported on various local, regional, Metro, and 
Washington County meetings he attended and reported on various 
upcoming meetings and community-related events he was planning to 
attend.   

  
12. ADJOURNMENT: 
 Mayor Truax adjourned the meeting at 9:57 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

  
________________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

 
 


