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COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 

GRANTS AVAILABLE 
 

The Community Enhancement Program (CEP) is open to 
non-profit groups, committees or organizations interested 
in undertaking projects to enhance Forest Grove.  The 
program is funded by a 50¢ per ton charge collected by 
Metro at the Forest Grove Transfer Station.  Eligible 
projects must meet one or more of the following criteria: 
 

· Enhance appearance and cleanliness of the area 
within the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). 

· Preserve or improve natural, cultural or recreational 
resources for public enjoyment within the UGB. 

· Improve public safety within the UGB. 
· Improve transportation including pedestrian and 

bike routes within the UGB. 
· Improve viability of commercial, industrial, and 

residential areas within the UGB. 
 

Applications must be completed and returned to City 
Hall, 1924 Council Street, by 5 pm on March 31, 2010. 
 
City Council will hold a special meeting on April 22, 2010, 
to hear sponsor presentations of project proposal.   
Meeting will be held in the Community Auditorium, 1915 
Main Street.  Presentations should be limited to 10 
minutes. 
 
Applications and information online  www.forestgrove-
or.gov. in Government Section under Grants.  For more 
information or questions, please call Paul Downey, 
Administrative Services Director, at 503-992-3200. 

 
 
A Temporary Sign is defined as: A sign or advertising 
display constructed of fabric, vinyl, paper, cardboard, 
plywood, or other light materials, with or without a 
frame, not permanently attached to a building, 
structure or ground intended to be displayed for a 
specific and limited period of time. A sign that will 
become obsolete after the occurrence of an event or 
series of events. Temporary signs typically include, but 
are not limited to: portable signs, event signs, for sale 
and lease signs, garage sale signs, and political 
campaign signs.  Examples of temporary signs are 
banner and garage sale signs. 
 
A Portable Sign is defined as: A sign not permanently 
affixed to a sign structure, a building, or the ground.  
An example of a portable sign is an A-board or 
sandwich board sign.              (Continued on back) 

The City’s new sign code and public way use permit took 
effect on December 23, 2009.  The City Council directed 
staff to provide information about the new code 
provisions over the next six months (by the end of June, 
2010).  After that date until the end of September, the 
Council directed a lenient enforcement of the code (i.e. 
staff will send notices of violation with no penalties or 
citation).  After September, the City will begin regular 
enforcement.  Of course, staff will work with individuals to 
assist in compliance at anytime. As part of the 
informational effort, this article is part of a series 
explaining various aspects of the new sign code.  It 
describes regulations pertaining to temporary and 
portable signs. 

GOING GREEN AND SAVING RESOURCES 
Looking for effective ways to save money on utility bills?     Where jobs and training in sustainability are posted?  
How to go about to hiring an eco-friendly contractor?          Where to donate used building materials for a tax-donation? 
Receive green home design ideas for little or no cash?       Where you can attend a free class to build a rain garden? 
 How to make your home elderly-friendly and wheelchair accessible?           
 Which local green programs and incentives are available to you? 
 
Try this FREE service from Metro | City of Portland |  Multnomah | Clackamas | Washington Counties: 
 
Regional Green Building Hotline 
A service of the Green Development Resource Center 
503.823.5431  http://www.buildgreen411.com 
greenhotline@ci.portland.or.us 

NEW SIGN CODES: 
TEMPORARY AND PORTABLE SIGNS 

FYI FG…March 2010 



In RESIDENTIAL zones, these types of temporary signs are allowed for each lot:  
 
• One temporary sign per frontage, up to four (4) square feet in area, erected for a maximum of eight (8) days in 

any calendar year and removed by sunset on any day it is erected. Such signs are typically used for garage 
sales.  

 
• Two temporary signs up to 24 (twenty-four) square feet in area are allowed per subdivision during the build-

out of the residences in the subdivision. These types of signs are typically used for subdivision and model 
home identification. No sign may be erected for an inhabited residence.  

 
• One temporary sign per lot, up to six (6) square feet in area and 30 (thirty) inches in height. Such signs are 

typically used for open houses. 
 
• One temporary sign per frontage, not exceeding six (6) square feet in area and six feet in height, during the 

time of sale, lease or rental of the lot/structure provided that the sign is removed within 30 (thirty) days of the 
sale, lease or rental of the lot/structure. 

 
• One temporary sign per frontage, not exceeding six (6) square feet in area, during the time of construction, 

landscaping or remodeling of the property. The sign must be removed within thirty (30) days of the completion 
of any construction, landscaping or remodeling.    

 
• No permit is required for any of the above signs, however, please note: signs are not permitted to be attached 

to utility poles, street signs, street trees or any other improvement in the public right-of-way. 
    

 
In TOWN CENTER, INSTITUTIONAL, COMMERCIAL and INDUSTRIAL zones, these types of temporary and 
portable signs are permitted: 
 
Temporary Signs (such as banner signs) are permitted provided they have no lighting or moving parts. They 
have to be affixed to a permanent structure (not a vehicle or a tree) and cannot be higher than the building’s eave, 
top of wall, or parapet. Up to two temporary signs not exceeding 100 square feet each are allowed. They can be 
erected for no more than 30 consecutive days and for no more than sixty (60) days in a calendar year.  No 
temporary signs are allowed if the site has a changeable copy (manual or electronic) sign. 
 
Portable signs (such as A-boards or sandwich board signs) are allowed provided they are professionally 
prepared, contain no moving parts and are unlighted. Each property (not each business) is allowed one portable 
sign, not exceeding six square feet in area. The sign must be located on private property directly adjacent to the 
business to which the sign pertains, unless the business has obtained a Public Way Use Permit from the City’s 
Engineering Department; those signs may be located in the public right-of-way but only if located directly adjacent 
to the business to which the sign pertains. All portable signs are to be removed at the close of the business day. 

    
 
In ALL ZONES, these types of Temporary and Portable Signs are not allowed: 
 
• Signs on a parked vehicle unless the vehicle is being used for transport in the normal day-to-day operations of a 

business. 
• Signs propped up by or leaning against a motor vehicle when the vehicle is parked in the public right-of-way 
• Moving signs 
• Festoons (strings of ribbons, tinsel, small flags, lights, or pinwheels) 
• Balloon signs 
• Flashing signs 
• Off-premise signs 

 

This article is intended only to provide a general overview of the new regulations. The sign code in its entirety has been 
incorporated into Development Code Articles 8 and 12 which may be viewed on the City of Forest Grove website: 
www.forestgrove-or.gov. If you have any questions, please contact Senior Planner James Reitz @ (503) 992-3233 or 
jreitz@forestgrove-or.gov

This article is intended only to provide a general overview of the new regulations. The sign code in its entirety has been 
incorporated into Development Code Articles 8 and 12 which may be viewed on the City of Forest Grove website: 
www.forestgrove-or.gov. If you have any questions, please contact Senior Planner James Reitz @ (503) 992-3233 or 
jreitz@forestgrove-or.gov. 
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