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FIRE CREWS WORK FOR 4 1/2 HOURS TO RESCUE INJURED PRISON INMATE 

 

Just before 11:00 a.m. today (October 12, 2011) Forest Grove Firefighters responded to rescue an injured Prison Inmate 

in the Tillamook State Forest.  The inmate was part of a work crew from the South Fork Forest Camp that was working 

on repairing hiking trails near the Gales Creek Campground when a log suddenly broke free above them and rolled down 

the hill towards the work crew.  One of the workers jumped out of the way and fell a few feet to the ground landing on a 

stump and suffering an apparent back injury in the process that was severe enough that he was not able to move. 

 

Crews from our Forest Grove and Gales Creek Fire Stations hiked for one and one half (1 1/2) hours to reach the injured 

Inmate at which point they worked to secure him to a long spine board and transport him to a waiting ambulance.  In or-

der to get the injured Inmate out of the woods the crews had to set up a rope system so they could hoist him safely for 

the final 100 yards up the side of the canyon and into the ambulance without adding any other injuries to his back.  All 

told the entire rescue took approximately four and one half hours (4 1/2) and included five firefighters who were also as-

sisted by the Inmate Work Crew and Oregon Department of Forestry employees during the rope rescue process. 

 

With parts of the rugged Coast Range Mountains being in our response area Forest Grove Fire and Rescue’s fifteen full 

time firefighters are all trained in rope rescue techniques and methods so that if an incident like this happens we can re-

spond quickly and set up the necessary equipment to rescue an injured person from this kind of perilous situation.  It’s 

always a good reminder to be watchful when hiking in our beautiful State Forests and pay attention for loose trees, logs, 

rocks, and other debris.  

 

# # # #  

 

Prevent, Protect, Serve 
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