
 

  April 2008 

CITY CODE CORNER:  CELEBRATE EARTH DAY! KILL SOMETHING! 
 

We’ve all heard the phrase Think Globally Act Locally, but in reality, just what can you do to 
improve the environment around you? Well, here’s one suggestion that’s easy. Look around 
your yard. Do you see English ivy, holly, scotch broom, Himalayan or evergreen blackberries? 

These plants are known as invasives, because they are not native to Oregon and have no natural limits. 
Without limits, they spread where they’re not wanted. And while some people may think they’re useful or 
attractive, these plants provide lousy habitat for desirable wildlife while offering a haven for rats and other 
vermin. 
 

Blackberries should be treated with spray (be sure and follow the directions on the 
label). They might take several treatments, but eventually they will die. Scotch broom 
and holly bushes can be removed with a pair of lopping shears. Ivy vines can be pulled 
from the ground, and if it’s growing up into your trees, carefully cut a swath about a 
foot wide all around the trunk. Ivy is more easily removed during the wet season when 
the ground is softest. In other words, NOW is a very good time. 
 

When you’ve removed the invasives, consider replacing them with native plants. Many nurseries now carry 
plant materials native to Oregon that thrive in this environment. They’re often more attractive than the 
invasives, require little or no long-term maintenance, and enhance wildlife habitat.  Please contact the 
Community Development Department at (503) 992-3227 with any questions or complaints regarding 
noxious vegetation.  

 

ADULT DELEGATION FROM SISTER CITY  
NYUZEN, JAPAN 

VISITING FOREST GROVE 
MAY 14 - 18, 2008 

 

The Forest Grove Sister Cities Association and the City of Forest Grove will be hosting a delegation of 10 
adult visitors from Nyuzen, Japan, from May 14 through May 18, 2008.  Over the last nineteen years, each 
community has offered hospitality to delegations as they visit and learn the culture and traditions of both 
communities.  Ideas are shared on government, education, and community lifestyles.  Every delegation 
remarks that the most valued memories and experiences come from staying in homes in the community.  
Host families are asked to provide their guest breakfast and deliver them to City Hall each morning.  
During the day, the delegation will be participating in activities and tours with City staff.  The evenings 
and dinner are spent with the host families except for a group   Sayonara dinner which is usually 
scheduled for the evening prior to the delegation’s departure. 
 

HOST FAMILIES ARE NEEDED!!  If you are interested in this international culture experience, please 
call City Hall at 503-992-3200.  

To volunteer,  

call 503-359-9719. 

FOREST GROVE LIBRARY USED BOOK SALE 
MAY 13-17, 2008 

ROGERS ROOM at LIBRARY 
 

Tuesday, May 13 5 PM to 8 PM 
(MEMBERS ONLY, but you can join at the door for only $5.00) 
Wednesday, May 14 11 AM to 8 PM 
Thursday, May 15 11 AM to 5 PM 
Friday, May 16 11 AM to 5 PM 
Saturday, May 17 10 AM to 3 PM  

($5.00 for a bag of books — BYOB!) 
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