
FYI Forest Grove . . . 
LEARN HOW YOU 
 CAN HELP KEEP  

YOUR WATER SAFE 

Clean water is essential to the health and 
well-being of our community 

As  a  City of Forest Grove water customer, you 
expect  your drinking water to be safe. We are 
committed to providing you healthy, high quality 
water. Cross connection control programs  help 
protect the water we drink from contamination. 
 

Protection of our drinking water  
requires the efforts of everyone 
 

Customers are responsible for preventing contaminants 
from entering the public water system through their 
individual plumbing systems by installing, maintaining 
and testing approved backflow prevention  assemblies. 

 A cross connection is any connection between 
piping that carries drinking water (also known as 
potable) and the piping or fixtures that carry other 
types of water or substances that are not safe to 
drink (also known as non-potable), and any matter 
that may change the color, taste, quality, or odor of 
water.   Examples include: 
• Submerged hoses 
• Lawn sprinkler systems 
• Fire  protection systems 
  Swimming pools and hot tubs 
  Water features and fountains 
•  Boilers 
•  Solar water heating systems 
• Cooling towers 
• Wells & auxiliary water supplies 

Drinking water normally flows in 
one direction (from the meter to 
the house), although under 
certain circumstances it can flow 
in the opposite direction, or 
‘backflow’. A backflow incident 
can happen at any time. All that 
is needed is a drop in water 
pressure in the public water 
sys tem main l ine ,  most 
commonly caused by fire 
fighting, hydrant flushing, flow 

testing, a water main break, or extreme high usage 
on the water system. Any connection to a non-
potable source not protected could be siphoned 
back into the public water system, which can 
pollute or contaminate the water system.  

What is a Backflow  
Prevention Assembly? 

Backflow prevention assemblies 
are mechanical devices installed 
on water service lines to prevent 
the backflow of contaminated 
(unsafe to drink) water from 

e n t e r i n g 
the drinking water supply. 
Backflow assemblies must 
be State approved and 
properly installed and 
maintained.  

How Often Do Backflow Assemblies 
Need To Be Tested? 

 Backflow assemblies must be tested at the time 
of installation, annually (once a year) after 
installation, after repairs and after relocating or 
replacement.  

 When your device is due to be tested, the City 
will send out a notice and a list of certified local 
testers.   It is the customer’s responsibility to 
schedule and pay for the test. 

 A copy of all backflow assembly test reports are 
to be submitted to the City of Forest Grove upon 
completion of the test. 

If you are unsure if your water-using fixture needs a 
backflow assembly or an annual backflow test, 
contact your plumber, landscaper or City of Forest 
Grove Program Specialist, Doug Meeker, at 
503.992.3115.  More information can be found at 
www.forestgrove-or.gov/backflow.  

Cross connection protection keeps your 
water safe from backflow events 

What is Cross Connection ? 

What is Backflow? 



FUNctional Food Gardens Tour 
Saturday, August 10, 2013 

10 AM to 3 PM 
 

Start the tour at the FG Senior & 
Community Center and receive a map 
to 12 participating diverse local food 
gardens, pamphlets about vegetable 
gardening and local food bank 
resources. 

Co-sponsored by  

Proceeds support  
Dairy Creek Community 

Food Web 

FYI Forest Grove . . . 

Non-competitive 1 & 2 Mile Fun Run/Walk 
Fun for the whole family! 

 

Registration:  $15 per dog 
 Includes:   Pet Goodie bag 
   Numbered bib 
   Custom Doggie Bandana! 
 

OVER 20 VENDORS & LIVE MUSIC 

• Demonstration by Deaf Dogs of Oregon 

• K9 Agility Demonstration 

• Local food vendors 

• And much more! 
 

A fundraising event to support the 
Forest Grove Senior & Community Center 

Call 503.357.2021 for more details.   
Online registration available: http://beta.active.com/forest-grove-or/
running/paws-in-the-grove-doggie-dash-2013  

Lincoln Park  
2725 Main St (Behind Skatepark) 

9:30 AM to 3 PM 

Cost:  
$12 Advance 
$15 day of event 
$5 Kids 13 and above 
Free for 12 and under  

Tickets Available at: 
FG Chamber of 

Commerce 
FG Senior & Comm Ctr 
Connie’s Corner Café & 

Ice Cream 
Corner Antiques 
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