
Real Estate Signs 
 

The City’s new sign code and public way use permit took effect on December 23, 
2009.  The City Council directed staff to provide information about the new code 
provisions over the next six months (by the end of June, 2010).  After that date 
until the end of September, the Council directed a lenient enforcement of the 
code (i.e. staff will send notices of violation with no penalties or citation).  After 
September, the City will begin regular enforcement.  Of course, staff will work 
with individuals to assist in compliance at anytime.  
 
As part of the informational effort, this article is part of a series explaining 
various aspects of the new sign code.  It describes regulations pertaining to real 
estate signs.  For information about other types of temporary signs, please read 
the informational article on Temporary and Portable Signs. 
 
These types of temporary real estate related signs are allowed for each lot in 
RESIDENTIAL zones:  
 
• Two temporary signs up to 24 (twenty-four) square feet in area are allowed 

per subdivision during the build-out of the residences in the subdivision. 
These types of signs are typically used for subdivision and model home 
identification. No sign may be erected for an inhabited residence.  

 
• One temporary sign per lot, up to six (6) square feet in area and 30 (thirty) 

inches in height. Such signs are typically used for open houses. 
 
• One temporary sign per frontage, not exceeding six (6) square feet in area 

and six feet in height, during the time of sale, lease or rental of the 
lot/structure provided that the sign is removed within 30 (thirty) days of the 
sale, lease or rental of the lot/structure. 

 
• No permit is required for any of the above signs, however, please note: signs 

are not permitted to be attached to utility poles, street signs, street trees or 
any other improvement in the public right-of-way. 

 
These types of temporary signs are allowed for each lot in COMMERCIAL, TOWN 
CENTER, INSTITUTIONAL and INDUSTRIAL zones:  
 
• One temporary sign per frontage, not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in 

area, during the time of sale, lease or rental of the lot/structure provided that 
the sign is removed within 30 (thirty) days of the sale, lease or rental of the 
lot/structure. 

  
 



In ALL ZONES, these types of Temporary and Portable Signs are not allowed: 
 
• Signs on a parked vehicle unless the vehicle is being used for transport in the 

normal day-to-day operations of a business. 
• Signs propped up by or leaning against a motor vehicle when the vehicle is 

parked in the public right-of-way 
• Moving signs 
• Festoons (strings of ribbons, tinsel, small flags, lights, or pinwheels) 
• Balloon signs 
• Flashing signs 
• Off-premise signs 
 
This article is intended only to provide a general overview of the new 
regulations. The sign code in its entirety has been incorporated into 
Development Code Articles 8 and 12 which may be viewed on the City of Forest 
Grove website: www.forestgrove-or.gov. If you have any questions, please 
contact Senior Planner James Reitz @ (503) 992-3233 or jreitz@forestgrove-
or.gov. 
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