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 Monday, October 14, 2019 
City Council Regular Meeting Minutes  7:00 p.m., Community Auditorium  

  

Minutes are unofficial until approved by Council. 
Council approved minutes as presented October 28, 2019 

 
 

1. CALLED TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  
 Mayor Peter Truax called the regular City Council meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and 

led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
 ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL PRESENT: Timothy Rippe; Ronald Thompson; Elena 

Uhing; Adolph “Val” Valfre; Malynda Wenzl; and Mayor Peter Truax. COUNCIL 
VACANCY: 1 (Death of Council President Thomas (TJ) Johnston, Term Expiring 
November 2022).  

  
 MOMENT OF SILENCE:  

Mayor Truax called for a moment of silence honoring Council President Thomas (TJ) 
Johnston who died on October 14, 2019. Mayor Truax shared a poem and referenced 
the press release announcing that Council President Johnston lost his battle with 
acute myeloid leukemia after undergoing approximately two months of treatment. 
Johnston worked for nearly 30 years as a Forest Grove Police Officer, retiring as a 
Police Sergeant on July 12, 2001. Johnston was elected as a Forest Grove City 
Councilor in 2002 and was re-elected in 2006, 2010, 2014 and 2018. Johnston was 
appointed as Council President and served in that capacity since 2009. Mayor Truax 
announced Johnston’s funeral will be held Monday, October 28, 2019, beginning at 
10:30 a.m., at Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church, 4285 NW 
Visitation Road, Verboort, Oregon.   

  
 STAFF PRESENT:  Jesse VanderZanden, City Manager; Paul Downey, 

Administrative Services Director; Michael Kinkade, Fire Chief; J. F. Schutz, Police 
Chief; Bryan Pohl, Community Development Director; Dan Riordan, Senior Planner; 
Colleen Winters, Library Director; Nathan Jones, Youth Service Librarian; and Anna 
Ruggles, City Recorder.  

  
1. A.  EMPLOYEE RECOGNITIONS: 

 Police Chief Schutz administered the Oaths of Office to Matthew Smith, who 
was promoted to Police Captain, and Frank McGrew, who was promoted to 
Police Sergeant. Samuel Younce, Police Officer, was unable to attend.  
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  Mayor Truax and Winters presented a Certificate of Appreciation honoring 
Vicky Cook, Library Associate, for 30 years of dedicated and exceptional 
service to the City. 

  
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS: None.  

  
3. CONSENT AGENDA: 

 Items under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and are adopted with a 
single motion, without separate discussion.  Council members who wish to remove an 
item from the Consent Agenda may do so prior to the motion to approve the item(s).  
Any item(s) removed from the Consent Agenda will be discussed and acted upon 
following the approval of the remaining Consent Agenda item(s). 

  

 A. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2019. 
B. Approve City Council Work Session (Neighborhood Mixed-Use Zoning District) 

Meeting Minutes of September 23, 2019. 
C. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of September 23, 2019. 
D. Accept Community Forestry Commission Meeting Minutes of June 19, 2019. 
E. Accept Historic Landmarks Board Meeting Minutes of August 27, 2019. 
F. Accept Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2019. 
G. Accept Resignation on Economic Development Commission (James Draznin, At-

Large, Term Expiring December 31, 2021, Appointed 02/14). Item Removed  
H. Community Development Department Monthly Building Activity Informational 

Report for September 2019. 
  
 MOTION: Councilor Valfre moved, seconded by Councilor Wenzl, to approve 

the Consent Agenda as amended. COUNCIL VACANCY: 1. MOTION CARRIED 6-
0 by voice vote. 

  
3. G. ACCEPT RESIGNATION ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (JAMES 

DRAZNIN, AT-LARGE, TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2021) 
Rippe removed the above-noted item from the Consent Agenda and presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation honoring James Draznin for this dedicated service and 
exceptional leadership on the Economic Development Commission, noting Draznin 
was appointed 02/14. 

  
4. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:   

 Uhing requested adding to the Council Agenda a Proclamation proclaiming October 
2019, as National Farm To School Month, noting the proclamation is being presented 
at the request of the Sustainability Commission.    

  
 MOTION: Councilor Wenzl moved, seconded by Councilor Valfre, to approve 

adding the above-noted Proclamation. COUNCIL VACANCY: 1. MOTION 
CARRIED 6-0 by voice vote. 
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4. A.  PROCLAMATION: 

Uhing publicly read the Proclamation proclaiming October 2019, as “National Farm To 
School Month”, in Forest Grove. Uhing presented the Proclamation to Amber Nieves, 
Chair, who accepted the Proclamation on behalf of the Sustainability Commission.  

  
5. PRESENTATIONS:   

  
5. A.  Family Justice Center 

Toni Loch, Executive Director, and Lee Dobrowolski, City of Hillsboro Police Chief, 
presented an overview of the Family Justice Center of Washington County and 
distributed various handouts, noting the Family Justice Center (FJC), a private 
nonprofit, is the convener and facilitator for services to victims of domestic violence for 
Washington County. Loch reported the FJC is celebrating its one year anniversary on 
March 26th, noting 263 services have been provided to Forest Grove residents in their 
first year of operation, and 343 services since they opened until present. In conclusion 
of the above-noted presentation, Loch and Dobrowolski addressed various Council 
inquiries pertaining to its location and accessibility, noting Forest Grove is the 4th 
highest in utilization of the FJC.  

  
5. B.  Library Summer Reading Program Update  

Jones and Winters presented a PowerPoint presentation snapshot of the 2019 Library 
Summer Reading Program, noting 1,267 readers participated in the program in 2019. 
Jones and Winters highlighted readership statistics and evaluations of the program.  
In conclusion of the above-noted presentation, Jones and Winters addressed various 
Council inquiries pertaining e-books, outreach efforts, evening scheduling and bus 
service.  

  
6.  CONTINUE PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 

2019-12 ACCEPTING THE UPDATE TO THE CITY OF FOREST GROVE HOUSING 
NEEDS ANALYSIS AND AMENDING THE TEXT OF THE FOREST GROVE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO ADD THE 2019 HOUSING NEEDS ANALYSIS 
UPDATE AS A TECHNICAL APPENDIX; FILE NO. 311-19-000016-PLNG 
The first reading of Ordinance No. 2019-12 by title occurred at the Council meeting of 
September 23, 2019.  
 
Staff Report: 
Riordan presented the above-proposed ordinance for second reading, noting staff had 
nothing further to report.  
 
Public Hearing Continued: 
Mayor Truax continued the Public Hearing from the meeting of September 23, 2019, 
and explained hearing procedures. 
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Written Testimony Received: 
No written testimony was received. 
 
Proponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Opponents: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Others: 
No one testified and no written comments were received. 
 
Public Hearing Closed: 
Mayor Truax closed the Public Hearing.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no concerns from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a roll call vote on the 
motion made at the meeting of September 23, 2019.    
 
VanderZanden read Ordinance No. 2019-12 by title for second reading.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: AYES: Councilors Rippe, Thompson, Valfre, Uhing, Wenzl, 
and Mayor Truax. NOES: None. COUNCIL VACANCY: 1. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

  
7. RESOLUTION NO. 2019-52 CONSENTING TO THE TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF 

THE FRANCHISEE AND OF THE CABLE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO FRONTIER 
COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION TO NORTHWEST FIBER, LLC, WITH 
CONDITIONS  
 
Staff Report:  
Downey presented the above-proposed resolution for Council consideration, noting 
the proposed resolution is consenting to the transfer of control of franchisee and of 
the cable franchise granted to Verizon Northwest, Inc., in 2017, and transferred to 
Frontier Communications Corporation in 2009, and now to Northwest Fiber, LLC, with 
conditions. Downey reported the Metropolitan Area Communications Commission’s 
(MACC) Board of Commissioners at its meeting held on October 1, 2019, approved a 
resolution recommending each affected jurisdiction, who is a member of MACC, 
approve the transfer, noting MACC manages the television cable franchises for the 
City. In conclusion of the above-noted staff report, Downey advised staff is 
recommending Council approve the attached resolution as outlined in Exhibit A, 
noting the City Attorney’s Office, who also represents MACC, prepared the City’s 
proposed resolution.  
 
Before proceeding with Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a motion to adopt 
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Resolution No. 2019-52.   
 
VanderZanden read Resolution No. 2019-52 by title.   
 
MOTION:  Councilor Valfre moved, seconded by Councilor Rippe, to approve 
Resolution No. 2019-52 Consenting to the Transfer of Control of the Franchisee 
and of the Cable Franchise Granted to Frontier Communications Corporation to 
Northwest Fiber, LLC, with conditions.  
 
Council Discussion: 
In response to Rippe’s concerns pertaining to the transfer of control, Downey advised 
Northwest Fiber will be assuming the existing operations, noting staff is not expecting 
any fiscal impact from the transfer as Northwest Fiber would still be required to pay 
the franchise fees. In addition, Downey introduced Jessica Epley, Government and 
External Affairs Manager, Frontier Communications, who was present to address 
questions, noting Northwest Fiber is essentially substituting itself for Frontier in all 
aspects of the existing cable franchise agreement only.  
 
Mayor Truax added that Larry Hatch, MACC Board of Director, city’s representative, 
had no concerns with approving the transfer.  
 
Hearing no further concerns from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a roll call vote 
on the above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: AYES: Councilors Rippe, Thompson, Uhing, Valfre, Wenzl, 
and Mayor Truax. NOES: None. COUNCIL VACANCY: 1. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

  
8. RESOLUTION NO. 2019-53 AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT FUNDS IN THE GENERAL 
FUND FOR A FIREFIGHTER POSITION IN THE FOREST GROVE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT  
 
Staff Report:  
Fire Chief Kinkade and Downey presented the above-proposed resolution for Council 
consideration, noting the proposed resolution is authorizing expenditure of 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) grant funds in the General Fund for a 
firefighter position in the Fire Department. Downey reported the City received a three-
year grant under the Fire SAFER grant to employ a firefighter position, noting the City 
and Forest Grove Rural Fire Protection District will share the match of $30,750 for the 
first and second 12-month period and $79,950 for the third 12-month period. In 
conclusion of the above-noted staff report, Downey advised staff is recommending 
Council consider adopting the proposed resolution as outlined in Exhibit A, noting staff 
finds accepting the grant will not negatively affect the five-year projections as the 
Fund Balance in the General Fund at July 1, 2019, was higher than projected.  
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Before proceeding with Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a motion to adopt 
Resolution No. 2019-53.   
 
VanderZanden read Resolution No. 2019-53 by title.   
 
MOTION:  Councilor Wenzl moved, seconded by Councilor Rippe, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2019-53 Authorizing the Expenditure of Department of 
Homeland Security Grant Funds in the General Fund for a Firefighter Position in 
the Forest Grove Fire Department.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no concerns from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a roll call vote on the 
above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: AYES: Councilors Rippe, Thompson, Uhing, Valfre, Wenzl, 
and Mayor Truax. COUNCIL VACANCY: 1. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

  
9. RESOLUTION NO. 2019-54 AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT FUNDS, CITY OF FOREST 
GROVE (CITY) FUNDS, AND PAYMENTS FROM OTHER PARTICIPATING 
AGENCIES FOR THE PURCHASE OF SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING 
APPARATUS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT  
 
Staff Report:  
Fire Chief Kinkade and Downey presented the above-proposed resolution for Council 
consideration, noting the proposed resolution is authorizing the expenditure of 
Department of Homeland Security Grant Funds, City of Forest Grove Funds, and 
Payments from other participating agencies for the purchase of self-contained 
breathing apparatus and related equipment. Downey reported the City received the 
grant with $2,726,364 in Federal Funds and a requirement of $272,636 in matching 
funds from the participating agencies for a total of $2,999,000. In conclusion of the 
above-noted staff report, Downey advised staff is recommending Council consider 
approving the proposed resolution as outlined in Exhibit A, noting the City and Forest 
Grove Rural Fire Protection District will share the match of $17,000. 
 
Before proceeding with Council discussion, Mayor Truax asked for a motion to adopt 
Resolution No. 2019-54.   
 
VanderZanden read Resolution No. 2019-54 by title.   
 
MOTION:  Councilor Rippe moved, seconded by Councilor Wenzl, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2019-54 Authorizing the Expenditure of Department of 
Homeland Security Grant Funds, City of Forest Grove (City) Funds, and 
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Payments from other Participating Agencies for the Purchase of Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus and Related Equipment.  
 
Council Discussion: 
Hearing no concerns from the Council, Mayor Truax asked for a roll call vote on the 
above motion.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: AYES: Councilors Rippe, Thompson, Uhing, Valfre, Wenzl, 
and Mayor Truax.  COUNCIL VACANCY: 1. MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

  
10. CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 

Rippe reported attending the League of Oregon Cities Conference and attending 
various community-related events. In addition, Rippe reported on upcoming meetings 
he was planning to attend.  
   
Thompson reported attending Community Forestry Commission (CFC) meeting, 
noting CFC is submitting an application to the Oregon Department of Forestry for a 
Hiroshima Peace Tree for planting in Forest Grove. In addition, Thompson reported 
on upcoming meetings he was planning to attend.  
 
Uhing had nothing to report.   
 
Valfre reported the Forest Grove Library held the dedication of the Ginsburg Memorial 
Garden on October 11, 2019, and is preparing for its 110th Anniversary. Valfre 
reported attending the League of Oregon Cities Conference and attending other 
various community-related events. In addition, Valfre reported on upcoming meetings 
he was planning to attend. 
 
Wenzl announced the Mayor’s Ball will be held Saturday, November 2, 2019, 6pm, at 
Forest Grove Senior and Community Center. Wenzl reported attending various 
community-related events. In addition, Wenzl reported on upcoming meetings she 
was planning to attend. 

  
11. City Manager’s Report:  

VanderZanden reported on upcoming meetings and events as noted in the Council 
calendar. VanderZanden reported attending the League of Oregon Cities Conference. 
In addition, VanderZanden reported on various department-related activities and 
projects.  

  
12. MAYOR’S REPORT: 

Mayor Truax announced dates of various upcoming activities, events and meetings as 
noted in the Council Calendar. Mayor Truax provided a brief update on his upcoming 
trip to Washington, D. C. with the League of Oregon Cities and provided insight of the 
benefits of hiring a lobbyist for federal government grants. In addition, Mayor Truax 
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reported on various local, regional, Metro, and Washington County-related matters of 
interest and meetings he attended, upcoming community-related events, and 
upcoming meetings and events he was planning to attend.   

  
13. 

 
 
 
  

ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Truax adjourned the regular Council meeting at 9:05 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

_______________________________ 
Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 
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