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CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDUM                            WORK SESSION: 

 
TO: City Council  

  
FROM: Jesse VanderZanden, City Manager  

  
PROJECT TEAM: Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

  
DATE: January 13, 2020 

  
SUBJECT: B/C Reappointment Applicants & New Applicant Interviews 

 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Attached is the following for B/C interviews:  

 Attachment A, includes current vacancies: Interview Schedules (Allotted 7-10 minutes 
for each interview) by Council Sub-Committees   

 Attachment B: B/C reappointment applications and new B/C applications  

 Attachment C: Interview Questions 
 

Council Rules of Procedures §14.10 requires members to apply and be interviewed after every term 
to continue service. The following B/C applicants will be interviewed in Council Subcommittee work 
sessions on January 13, 2020, for reappointment/new appointment consideration. 
  

Council Subcommittee 1 (Auditorium): Rippe (EDC); Thompson (CFC); and Wenzl (CCI & P&R):  
  

Applicant Name Appointed B/C Position  New B/C Applicant 

Johnathan Yawson A11/18 EDC   

Thomas Raabe A02/16 EDC  

Jill Verboort A11/18 EDC  

Lowell Greathouse   CCI 

Joel Redwine   CCI; EDC; P&R; PC; 
PAC; SC; URAC 

 
Council Subcommittee 2 (Conference Room): Uhing (SC); Valfre (LC); Valenzuela; and Mayor 
(PAC):  
 

Applicant Name Appointed B/C Position  New B/C Applicant 

Michael Howell A02/16 CFC Budget Comm 

Mackenzie Johnston Carey A11/18 P&R  

Elizabeth Beechwood A02/16 LC  

Kenneth Cobleigh A01/18 SC (refer below)  

CITY RECORDER USE ONLY: 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM #: Work Session 
  

MEETING DATE: 01/13/2020 
 

FINAL ACTION:  
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Sarah (Morgan) Knapp   LC 

Tanya Peterson   URAC  

 
Kenneth Cobleigh, Sustainability Commission, reapplied (his application is attached); however, due 
to college classes, he is unable to attend an interview this evening. Cobleigh was originally 
interviewed and appointed on 01/18. Staff recommends the Council consider making his 
reappointment. This will conclude the B/C reappointments.  
 
In addition, the following B/C applicants were interviewed in work session held December 16, 2019, 
for reappointment/new appointment consideration: 
 

Applicant Name Appointed B/C Position  New B/C Applicant  

Robin Lindsley A02/14 SC New PC  

Dale Smith A01/12 PC  

Thomas Beck A11/00 PC  

Joshua Hubel   CCI; EDC; P&R; PC; 
PAC; SC; URAC 

 
At the conclusion of both sets of interviews, Council is asked to reconvene in the Conference Room 
to conduct deliberations on the above-noted reappointment/new appointment considerations.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends Council consider making the remaining B/C reappointments and/or new B/C 
appointment considerations. Resolutions making formal appointments will be scheduled on the 
Consent Agenda for formal consideration at the next Council meeting.    



Boards, Committees, and Commissions

Applicants Pending

Budget     CCI              CFC                  EDC HLB                Library P&R                                          Planning      Public Arts 
Public 

Safety
Sustainability 

Urban 

Renewal

Apr/May
1st Tues 

5:30pm

3rd Wed 

5:15pm
1st Thurs Noon

4th Tues 

6:30pm

2nd Tues 

6:30pm

3rd Wed             

7am

1st&3rd 

Mon 7pm

3rd Thurs 

5pm

4th Wed                

7:30am

4th Thurs                        

6 pm
TBD

Wenzl Thompson Rippe Valfre Wenzl Rippe Uhing Mayor

1 Vacancy 1 Vacancy

5 Vacancies (DT 

Retail; Food; 

Development; 

Utility; At-Lg)

1 Vacancy 1 Vacancy
3 Vacancies;       

1 Rural

5 Vacancies   

(Econ; Ethnic; 

FG Sch; PU; At-

Lg)

2 Vacancies 

(Property; 

Finance)

1 - Student 1 - Student 1 - Student 1 - Student 1 - Student 1- Student 1 - PU Student

1 5:30 PM Thomas Raabe A02/16
EDC 

(Financial)

2 5:40 PM Jonathan Yawson A11/18
EDC 

(Chaucer)

3 5:50 PM Jill Verboort A11/18

EDC                 

(Small 

Commercial)

4                

New App 

11/02/19

6:00 PM Lowell Greathouse Retired Minister CCI

5                     

New App 

07/24/19

6:10 PM Joel Redwine
Business Owner 

(Outside City)
CCI EDC P&R PC PAC SC URAC

URACPSAC SCEDC HLB LC P&R PC PAC

# of Student Vacancies:

# of Board Vacancies:

BC CCI              CFC

Council Subcommittee #1 in the Auditorium: Rippe (EDC); Thompson 

(CFC) and Wenzl (CCI & P&R)

Interview Time: Applicants: 



7-10 minutes is allotted for each applicant interview 
 

Note: Once Council renders a decision on the status of an appointee, the City Recorder notifies 

appointee and schedules a formal Resolution for consideration on the next Council meeting agenda. 

    

 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS FOR B&C REAPPOINTMENT APPLICANT INTERVIEWS 
 

Please feel free to use questions and/or other information in order to conduct a successful 
interview.   

 

 

1)  What would you like the board/commission to accomplish in the next several 
years? 

  

  
2) How do you engage other board members? 

  

  

3) Is there an area in which you think the City can improve; if so, what would that 
be? 

  

  
OPTIONAL: 

1) What ideas do you have for increasing citizen involvement in Forest Grove? 
  

  
2) Do you favor growth or do you feel the City is currently big enough? 

  

  
3) What ideas do you have that would help the City become a more sustainable 

community? 
  

  
Questions asked of each applicant:  
 
1)  If we do not reappoint, may we keep your application on file? 

  

2)  Do you have any questions of us? 
  

 



ubmi ion #53 Page I of2 
Interview 01/13/20 

5:30 PM 

Published on Forest Grove Oregon (https://www.forestgrove-or.gov) 

Home > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application > Webform results > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application 

Submission information 
Form: Boards and Commissions Reappointment Application 111 

Submitted by Visitor (not verified) 
Thu, 11 /14/2019 - 3:43pm 
76.191 .89.2 

First & Last Name 
Thomas Raabe 

Street Address 
- NW Blacktail Drive 

Mailing Address, if different 

City, State and Zip Code 
Portland , OR 97229 

E-Mail Address 

II Phone Number 

hone Number 

Employer 
Heritage Bank 

-
Occupation/Profession 
Senior Vice President 

t'('('l I t.L Ctv-.VV'~ ~~..,.,, 
~ \\ I~~ '(.).(yu 

Are you a student applicant? (Students must be high school grade level and 
residing or attending school in Forest Grove). Student appointees may serve on any 
board, except Budget Committee and Planning Commission. 
No 

If so, which grade level and school do you attend? 

Please rate the City's performance. 
Good 

What ideas do you have for improving "Fair" or "Poor" performance? 

Please select which board(s) you would like to be considered for appointment: 
Economic Development Commission (1 st Thursday, Noon) 

httos://www.fore t!!ro e-or.!!o /orin 17741 /suhmission/ 11 401 1 I 11 4/ 0 19 
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Within the last 12 months, please indicate the number of meetings you were unable 
to attend. 
2-3 

Please indicate why you would like to be reappointed. 
I enjoy being at the table when important matters pertaining to economic growth in the 
local area are discussed. There is a good cross-section of local business leaders in this 
group, and the discussions are lively and interesting . I also feel that my business 
experience gained through 38 years in Banking helps me to be an informed participant in 
these discussions. 

What specific topics interest you that relate to the board? 
Economic growth, attracting new businesses to the community, infrastructure issues and 
the effect on economic growth. 

Please type your name below as a signature. 
Thomas Raabe 

Date 
Thu, 11/14/2019 

Source URL: https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/node/177 41/submission/11401 

Links 
[ 1] https:/ /www. forestgrove-or. gov/bc/webform/boards-and-commissions-reappointment-application 

httos://www.forestf!rove-or.f!ov/orint/17741/submission/ 11401 11 /14/2019 
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Published on Forest Grove Oregon (https://www.forestgrove-or.gov) 

Page l of 2 
Interview 01/13/20 

5:40 PM 

Home > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application > Webform results > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application 

Submission information 
Form: Boards and Commissions Reappointment Application [1J 

Submitted by Visitor (not verified) 
Fri. 11/15/2019 - 11 :51 am 
96.65.220.189 

First & Last Name 
Jonathan Yawson 

Street Address 
.. Yew Street 

Mailing Address, if different 

City, State and Zip Code 
Forest Grove 

E-Mail Address 

Work Telephone Number 

Employer 
Chaucer Foods Inc 

Occupation/Profession 
General Manager 

Are you a student applicant? (Students must be high school grade level and 
residing or attending school in Forest Grove). Student appointees may serve on any 
board, except Budget Committee and Planning Commission. 
No 

If so, which grade level and school do you attend? 

Please rate the City's performance. 
Good 

What ideas do you have for improving "Fair" or "Poor" performance? 

Please select which board(s) you would like to be considered for appointment: 
Economic Development Commission (1st Thursday, Noon) 

httns://www.forest~rro e-or.!!ov/nrint/1774 1/submission/11481 11115/20 19 
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Within the last 12 months, please indicate the number of meetings you were unable 
to attend. 
Four (4) 

Please indicate why you would like to be reappointed. 
As a leader of a local business in Forest Grove, a seat at the economic development 
council will offer me the forum to contribute to how the city will help boost businesses and 
employment in Forest Grove 

What specific topics interest you that relate to the board? 
Economic development strategies 
Improving employment opportunities 
Incentives for attracting residents 

Please type your name below as a signature. 
Jonathan Yawson 

Date 
Fri , 11/15/2019 

Source URL: https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/node/17741/submission/11481 

Links 
[ 1) https:/ /www. forestgrove-or. gov/bc/webform/boards-and-commissions-reappointment -appl ication 

httos ://www.forestg:rove-or.g:ov/orint/1774l /submission/114R 1 11 11 '\ /?.0 1 9 
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Published on Forest Grove Oregon (https://www.forestgrove-or.gov) 

Page 1 of2 

Interview 01/13/20 

5:50 PM 

Home > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application > Webform results > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application 

Submission information 
Form: Boards and Commissions Reappointment Application PI 

Submitted by Visitor (not verified) 
Tue, 11/26/2019 - 5:43pm 
206.80.132.24 

First & Last Name 
Jill Verboort 

Street Address 
.. Hillcrest Ct 

Mailing Address , if different 

City, State and Zip Code 
Forest Grove, OR 971 16 

E-Mail Address 

hone Number 

Employer 
Jill Verboort State Farm Insurance 

Occupation/Profession 
Owner/Agent 

Are you a student applicant? (Students must be high school grade level and 
residing or attending school in Forest Grove). Student appointees may serve on any 
board, except Budget Committee and Planning Commission. 
No 

If so, which grade level and school do you attend? 

Please rate the City's performance. 
Good 

What ideas do you have for improving "Fair" or "Poor" performance? 

Please select which board(s) you would like to be considered for appointment: 
Economic Development Commission (1st Thursday, Noon) 

https :1/www. forestgrove-or. gov /print/ l 77 4 l /submission/ 115 71 12/2/2019 
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Within the last 12 months, please indicate the number of meetings you were unable 
to attend. 
10/12 

Please indicate why you would like to be reappointed. 
I enjoy being an active participant in the plans and development of our local economy. I 
think we are in a really exciting time of growth! 

What specific topics interest you that relate to the board? 
Small business growth, tourism, and economic diversity. 

Please type your name below as a signature. 
Jill Verboort 

Date 
Tue, 11/26/2019 

Source URL: https://www. forestgrove-or.gov/node/177 41 /submission/11571 

Links 
[1] https://www. forestgrove-or.gov/bc/webform/boards-and-commissions-reappointment-application 

https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/print/17741/submission/ 11 571 12/2/2019 



7-10 minutes is allotted for each applicant interview 
 

Note: Once Council renders a decision on the status of an appointee, the City Recorder notifies 

appointee and schedules a formal Resolution for consideration on the next Council meeting agenda. 

    

 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS FOR B&C APPLICANT INTERVIEWS 
 

Please feel free to use questions and/or other information in order to conduct a successful 
interview.   

 

 

1)  What would you like the City to accomplish in the next several years? 
  

  
2) How do you engage other board members? 

  

  

3) Is there an area in which you think the City can improve; if so, what would that 
be? 

  

  
 OPTIONAL:  
  

4) What ideas do you have for increasing citizen involvement in Forest Grove? 
  

  
5) Do you favor growth or do you feel the City is currently big enough? 

  

  
6) What ideas do you have that would help the City become a more sustainable 

community? 
  

  

Questions asked of each applicant:  
 
1)  If we cannot appoint you at this time, may we keep your application on file? 
  

2)  Do you have any questions of us? 
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Published on Forest Grove Oregon (https://www.forestgrove-or.gov) 

Page I of 3 

Interview 01/13/20 

6:00 PM 

Home > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application > Boards & Commissions Application > Webform results > Boards & Commissions 
Application 

Submission information 
Form: Boards and Commissions Application 111 

Submitted by Visitor (not verified) 
Sat, 11/02/2019 - 11 :40am 
73.11 .20.148 

First & Last Name 
Lowell Greathouse 

Home Address 
.. 37th Avenue 

Mailing Address, if different 

City, State and Zip Code 
Forest Grove, Oregon 97116 

E-Mail Address 

Employer 
Retired (July 1, 2019) 

Occupation/Profession 
United Methodist minister 

Are you a student applicant? (Students must be high school grade level and 
residing or attending school in Forest Grove). Student appointees may serve on any 
board, except Budget Committee and Planning Commission. 
No 

If so, which grade level and school do you attend? 

Do you reside within the City limits? 
Yes 

Years residing in Forest Grove. 
7+ years 

http ://www.forestgrove-or.gov/prin 17751/ ubmi to 11 27 1 11 /7/20 19 
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How did you hear of this opportunity? 
reviewed the boards and commission on the FG City website 

Please rate the City's performance. 
Good 

What ideas do you have for improving "Fair" or "Poor" performance? 

Please select which board(s) you would like to be considered for appointment: 
Committee for Community Involvement (1st Tuesday, 5:30pm) 

What specific topics interest you that relate to the board? 
I'm interested to see how the city can continue to create ways for Forest Grove 
residents/citizens to become more engaged in community life. And I'd like to see if the 
Committee on Community Involvement can work with other city leaders to increase the 
variety of voices that share their ideas with elected officials in how to become the best 
community we can be. 

What contributions do you hope to bring to the board? 
I have served in a variety of capacities related to community life and public involvement, 
and I hope that these experiences can be helpful to the work of the Committee on 
Community Involvement and the city. In the past, I have been a community organizer, 
served as a pastor in four different communities, served as the Community Resource 
Manager at Community Action years ago, was a Vision Council Manager for United Way 
of the Columbia-Willamette in the early 2000's, and have worked in a variety of cross
cultural , cross-racial settings over the years . 

List your educational experience: 
I grew up in Washington County, attending Beaverton public schools, received a B.A. from 
Claremont McKenna College in Political Science, and have Master and Doctor of Divinity 
degrees from San Francisco Theological Seminary and Azusa Pacific University. 

List any community involvement, appointed offices, elected offices and/or 
affiliations: 
I have not served in any elected offices previously. While I worked at Community Action , I 
served on a number of Washington County-related groups involved with affordable 
housing, information and referral resourcing , homelessness, etc. In my work with United 
Way, I oversaw funding for some seventy non-profit organization projects in the Portland
Vancouver Metropolitan Area . In the United Methodist Church , I have been involved in a 
number of community involvement efforts in my role as a District Superintendent in the 
Columbia District (from 201 0-15) and as a Mission and Ministry Coordinator (from 2015-
19). 

If not appointed at this time, may we keep your application on file? 
Yes 

Please type your name below as a signature. 
Lowell Greathouse 

Date 

https :/ /www. forestgrove-or. gov /print/ 1 77 51/ submission/! 12 71 11 /7/201 9 
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Sat, 11/02/2019 

Source URL: https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/node/17751/submission/11271 

Links 
[ 1] https://www. forestgrove-or. gov/bc/webform/boards-and-commissions-application 

https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/print/17751 /submission/11271 11 /7/2019 
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Interview 01/13/20 

6:10 PM 

Published on Forest Grove Oregon (https://www.forestqrove-or.gov) Canceled 12/16/19 
Interview 

~ > Boards & Commissions Reappointment Application > Boards & Commissions Application > Webform results > Boards & Commissions 
Applica tion 

Submission information 
Form: Boards and Commissions Application 111 

Submitted by Visitor (not verified) 
Wed, 07/24/2019 - 12:22pm 
50.38.103.190 

First & Last Name 
Joel Redwine 

Home Address 
.. NW Thatcher Rd 

Mailing Address , if different 

City, State and Zip Code 
Forest Grove 

E-Mail Address 

I I 

Telephone/Cell Phone Number 

Employer 
Business Owner of Edwin Rowe Solutions & Employed at Community Tissue Services 
(Anatomical Donor Program - Tissue Transplants) 

e Number 

Occupation/Profession 1 
·, 

Private Investigator (Probates) and Tissue Recovery Technician (operating room) 

Are you a student applicant? (Students must be high school grade level and 
residing or attending school in Forest Grove). Student appointees may serve on any 
board, except Budget Committee and Planning Commission. 
No 

If so, which grade level and school do you attend? 

Do you reside within the City limits? 
No 

Years residing in Forest Grove. 
7 as an adult & 13 as a chi ld. 

http ://www.fore tgro e-or.gov/prin 1775l/ ubmi ion/86 I 7/24/2019 
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How did you hear of this opportunity? 
Researched it on the FG website 

Please rate the City's performance. 
Fair 

What ideas do you have for improving "Fair" or "Poor" performance? 
I believe the city is operating at "fair" to "good." I believe we need to capitalize more on our 
amazing PUD, support the small businesses through networking and incentives, bring in 
more big non-retail businesses, streamline the building permit process, improve our school 
ratings, and market the strengths that Forest Grove has to offer on a more diverse 
platform. I think the main struggle with Forest Grove currently is that it has an identity 
crisis. Are we a college town, a senior services town, a town on the verge of progression 
and modernism, or something else? We need to focus our efforts on supporting the 
current citizen demographics it serves now and the next 50 years. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Please select which board(s) you would like to be considered for appointment: 
I i~dgel ear ill tllltee (3-4 till le! ill May) 
• Committee for Community Involvement (1st Tuesday, 5:30pm) 
• Economic Development Commission (1st Thursday, Noon) 
• Parks and Recreation Commission (3rd Wednesday, ?am) 
• Planning Commission (1st and 3rd Monday, 7pm) 
• Public Arts Commission (2nd Thursday, 5pm) 
• Sustainability Commission (4th Thursday, 6pm) 
• Urban Renewal Advisory Committee (TBD) 

What specific topics interest you that relate to the board? 
Healthcare, sustainability (environmental and community) , arts and music, property 
development and zoning , and community services. 

What contributions do you hope to bring to the board? 
20 years of healthcare experience, 8 years in legal work, passion for community, long time 
resident of Forest Grove, and bachelors from PSU. 

List your educational experience: 
2007 Bachelors of Science, Portland State University (Social Science) 
Forest Grove High School Graduate- NHS 

List any community involvement, appointed offices, elected offices and/or 
affiliations: 
FG Resident for many years 
Board of Directors at the FG Senior and Community Center (3 years approx. 2011-2014) 
Was Director FG Beehive Assisted Living and Hawthorne House Memory Care from 2017-
2018 

If not appointed at this time, may we keep your application on file? 

httos://www.forestgrove-or.gov/orint/17751/submission/8631 7/24/201 9 
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Yes 

Please type your name below as a signature. 
Joel Redwine 

Date 
Wed, 07/24/2019 

Source U RL: https:l /www. forestgrove-or. gov/node/177 51 /su bmission/8631 

Links 
[ 1] https:l /www. forestgrove-or. gov/bc/webform/boards-and-commissions-application 

https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/print/ 17751/submission/8631 
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7/24/2019 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  




