
ADDENDUM TO COUNCIL PACKET 10/12/2020 
 
\CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS: The following written correspondence was received as 
part of Citizen Communications via e-mail to: aruggles@forestgrove-or.gov.  

 

DATE NAME SUBJECT Support Opposed Other  

10/09/2020 1. Jennifer Norman Mural in west FG  X  

10/09/2020 2. Bruce Johnston American Flag Mural  X  

10/09/2020 3. Paloma Dale Mural X   

10/09/2020 4. Amanda Cultural Mural    X 

10/09/2020 5. Tammi McLaughlin Social Justice Mural   X 

10/09/2020 6. Vickie Nogle Mural  X  

10/09/2020 7. Emily Thompson Forest Glen Park  X  

10/09/2020 8. Erica Gerdes Flag  X  

10/09/2020 9.Kay Wing Re:  X  

10/09/2020 10. J S (Jeremy) Covering our flag  X  

10/09/2020 11. Gabriela Osborne Keep the USA Flag  X  

10/09/2020 12. Mike Strauser Forest Glen Park Mural   X 

10/10/2020 13. Mike Abshier Mural   X 

10/10/2020 14. Richard Thompson Emails to city   X 

10/10/2020 15. Nicole Danielowicz Forest Glen Mural  X  

10/10/2020 16. Caitlin Uecker The new mural design  X   

10/10/2020 17. Laura Watt Our flag mural  X  

10/10/2020 18. Jodi Blue Forest Glen Park Mural X   

10/10/2020 19. Gregory Oschwald In support of new mural X   

10/10/2020 20. Gerald Pirie Forest Glen Park   X 

10/10/2020 21. Susie Carr City Mural X   

10/10/2020 22. Jennifer Gaona New Mural X   

10/10/2020 23. Kobe Long Forest Glen Park Mural   X 

10/10/2020 24. Molly McCall Opinion re: Forest Glen Mural   X 

10/10/2020 25. Walter Grosse Addressing mural   X 

10/10/2020 26. Linda Van Doren Forest Glen Mural   X 

10/10/2020 27. Elizabeth Mathiesen Re: mural   X 

10/11/2020 28. Charlotte Lumae Proposal for Compromise    X 

10/11/2020 29. Lori Ramsey Forest Glen Park Mural  X   

10/11/2020 30. Jacki Timmons Mural   X 

10/11/2020 31. Howard Sullivan Forest Glen Pak   X 

10/12/2020 32. Debie Wilson Object to BLM Mural Replacing Flag  X  

10/12/2020 33. Jack Koran Yes to public art X   

10/12/2020 34. Laura Hale City Council meeting   X  

10/12/2020 35. Tim Schauermann Tonight’s mural meeting   X 

10/12/2020 36. Tina Reynolds City mural input   X 

10/12/2020 37. Jason Wilson Voicing my opposition to mural  X  

10/12/2020 38. Katie Hahn America Flag  X  

10/12/2020 39. Janice Connell Keep our flag  X  

10/12/2020 40. Shelley Mickel Mural  X  

10/12/2020 41. Lauren Terpstra Mural   X 

10/12/2020 42. Anita Perkins Mural  X  

10/12/2020 43. Dee Michaud Forest Glen mural comments  X  

10/08/2020 44. Jeff Moore Upcoming City Council Meeting    

10/09/2020 45. Devin Davis Flag Mural  X  
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10/09/2020 46. Joshua Grabner Mural on Gales Creek Way   X  

10/09/2020 47. Dawn Riverman Flag Mural  X  

10/09/2020 48. Catherine Potwora PAC Recommendations Mural  X  

10/09/2020 49. Seth Clark Council Approves Mural  X  

10/09/2020 50. Michael & Bonnie McCabe Mural   X 

10/09/2020 51. Vernon Reeves American Flag Mural  X  

10/09/2020 52. Sue Rowley Painting over the flag  X  

10/09/2020 53. Jo Christie New billboard X   

10/09/2020 54. Jan Nelson New mural   X  

10/09/2020 55. Lauren Terpstra Forest Glen Park Mural   X 

10/09/2020 56. Alma Hernandez Forest Glen Park Mural X   

10/09/2020 57. Chris Brewer City Council  X  

10/12/2020 58. Jodi Hailey Question/Comment   X 

10/12/2020 59. Tony Nelson Social Justice Mural   X 

10/12/2020 60.Deanne Michaud Forest Glen Mural Comments   X 
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Anna Ruggles I
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

JenniferNorrnan 

-

Friday, October 9,2020 9:25 PM

Anna Ruggles

Mural in west FG

I just want to share my disapproval for the proposed mural wall west of Forest Gale Heights. We are
huge fans of the flag and it does it need to be replaced with some angry political BS. Leave the flag. I

don't want to raise kids in the neighborhood that has such a political mural. Please do not allow it to
be repainted!

Jennifer

Forest Grove OR 97116

Sent from my iPhone
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Anna

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

BrucejohnstonC,
Friday, October 9,2020 7:30 PM

Anna Ruggles

American flag Mural.

I do not support the proposed mural that would replace the existing American flag.
The flag should remain and be freshened up.

Thank you
Bruce Johnston

-I'Forest Grove Or

Sent fi'onr rn1, Verizon. Sarnsung Calax,v., smaftphone

I

1



Anna Ruqgles 3
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PalomaOale.e,
Friday, October 9,20207:24 PM

Anna Ruggles

RE: Mural

Hi,

I just wanted to drop a message offering my support of creating a social justice mural in place of the current
artwork. I think that in this time of political strife, this is a really clear and easy way Forest Grove can
proactively show its residents that the town supports and respects all citizens.

I also look forward to seeing what sorts of creative ideas a local artist can come up with for the project. I think
the creative process in making the new mural could be a great vehicle for community involvement in the project
as well.

Thanks,
Paloma Dale
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Anna Ruggles
,/

From:
Sent:
To:

AJ
Friday, October 9,2020 7:13 PM

Anna Ruggles

Cultural muralSubject:

Good evening Anna,

I am sure your email has been overflowing with input about the mural. I think this is causing a lot of issues in
our community during these high tension times. I would love to suggest a solution. Put a decision on the mural
on hold until January. Allow anyone who wants to repair the flag this time to repair it. If it isn't done in three
months then there will be less arguments caused by this. If it's repaired into better condition then it stays.
During this time you should also open up to the community the opportunity for anyone that wishes to submit a
new design, which can be voted on in January. If the flag is repaired and a new sign to be more inclusive is still
something worth fighting over. Then I suggest that you pick art from the local community mural to be voted on
based on the design submitted and allow them to build a new sign and place it in the park as well. This would
allow for an artist(s) to be able to paint the design while it is laying flat and they could do in a large building
and can be erected in the spring with a celebration of both murals. Now is not the time to cause more division in
our community. I also think the flag has meaning to the Boy Scouts that painted it. It is part of there history for
the local chapters. I am sorry that something like this is causing such a rift in our community. Everyday online
all I see is arguing about it. I think only allowing the university students ability to submit a design is also part of
what is causing the devising. t think if it was opened up to anyone in the public to design and paint it would be

more widely acceptable. By doing this and allowing the opportunity for the scouts or anyone else to repair the
sign will lessen much of the tension. The councils need to send a clear message that they are for all people and
give fair opportunity to the entire community. Thank you for taking the time to listen to my Concems. I feel a
decision on this would more easily be accepted in the new year after elections and things have a chance to settle
down on all political and personal views.

-Sincerely
Amanda

P.s I have also decided to attach a image of a comment I felt very moved by online and opened my eyes to a
different way of thinking.

1



3:37 t t ?r
A
rll

fT

o m.facebook.com

O Kit VanScoter... reptied . 1 reply

Gabriela Osborne

I have no problem with change. ln fact, I

changed my entire life when I decided to
come to the U.S.A on my early 20s. the
American flag represents to me, (as it does to
many immigrants who worked hard to come
here) the blessed land where anyone can
pursue their dreams and happiness. Every
time ! see this flag, it's a reminder that my
dreams can come true with hard work. Just
like coming here was a dream of mine. To me,
as to many others, the U.S.A flag already
means justice, bravery and freedom. Yes. lt is
a symbol of that social justice we all deserve
and many of us were lacking in our places of
birth. lt represents the freedoms we are given
to chose the life we want and shape our
future. Painting over the flag or changing it to
anything else is not only unnecessary, but it
strips it from its true meaning. ln addition to
that, the image of the raised fists, in the
proposed mural, makes me, and so many of
my brothers and sisters, avert our eyes as it
is a symbol of communism, what so many of
us ran away from. Change in itself is not bad
or easy, but there are causes that are worth
fighting to preserve, like in this case.
Sometimes remembering who we are is
harder than changing. OD*



Anna Ruqqles S
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tammi Mclaughlin 

-

Friday, October 9,2020 5:50 PM

Anna Ruggles

SocialJustice Mural

Forest Grove City Councilors, City lManager, and [Vlayor

"Nosinglegrouppossessesall thegood. Nosinglegrouppossessesall theknowledge....Oneofthe
greatnesses about America is how the highest and best of all the cultures around the world, come
together to make a higher and better. That's good. I don't want to live in a world where we ignore
that." Dr. Voddie Baucham on Ethnic Gnosticism and Cultural [Vlarxism.

I applaud inclusion and seeking after unity. l, like many, am very worried about the growing
ideological divide in our nation and in our community. I appreciate that the Forest Grove city council
is seeking to make an inclusive statement as a form of city speech via the content of his proposed
mural.

Our country's flag is the symbol of our unity as one nation of people of all races, colors, national
origin, sex, or religion (title 6 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). lt is intellectually dishonest to claim that
replacing our country's symbol of unity and opportunity for all with a message that can and likely will
be seen as a politically current message, is fully inclusive or unifying in any way. While the proposed
mural is rumored to depict an American flag within the depiction of diverse representation of races,
holding up the "fist of solidarity", this proposed depiction is in fact a political message. And it is in fact
being purposefully painted over our ultimate symbol of unity as a nation and community.

It is true that the painting of the American flag is aging on the Forest Glen Park wall. I applaud the
effort to respectfully repair the flag representation. I also applaud a unifying message of diversity and
inclusion. Perhaps the city council could seek inclusion for all in their city speech, by reducing the
potential of ideological exclusion? Perhaps the message of the mural could include the American
flag, the representation of diverse races, colors, national origins, sex, and religions (as suggested by
the Civil Rights Act) but also remove the fists of solidarity? Why not have the people in the mural
showing love and inclusion with holding hands or some other form of love and unity? [Vly concern with
the raised fists is that while that symbol *can* represent unity, it also is a symbol associated with
aggression, revolution, and certain ideologies. We could all argue forever about "what it means to
me" . We could also all argue about how "not everyone is comfortable with the American flag." We
all hold different meanings based on our life's experiences. So why not do our best as a city to
include ALL? Why not seek to downplay the political representation and instead really focus on
unity? We *must* focus on what unifies us all rather than divides us, or we all become exclusionary.

ln summary, I am absolutely in favor of a diversity mural for the city of Forest Grove. Diversity is
beautiful and makes us all better. I am opposed to the purposeful removal of this flag, a symbol of
our unity as a diverse nation. I am opposed to raised fists in the diversity mural. I would LOVE to see
a beautiful diversity mural with unifying, universally recognized symbols of love and inclusion for all.

Thank you,

1

Tammi [Vlclaughlin



Current FG Parks and Rec Commission [t/ember

Sent from my iPhone
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6Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Vickie Nogle
Friday, October 9,2020 6:30 PM

Anna Ruggles

Mural

Please leave the American flag mural!

"The flag has been used to display our nationalism, as well as our rebellion, and everything else in between. The
flag is so important that its history tells the story of America itself. lt represents the freedom, dignity, and true
meaning of being an American."

It already represents Socialjustice, there is no need to change it!

Thank you

Sent from my iPhone
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Anna Ru

From:
Sent:
To:

EmilyThompson-
Friday, October 9,2020 5:39 PM

Anna Ruggles

Forest Glen ParkSubiect:

Hi Anna,

I heard there were changes being considered for the Forest Glen Park mural. I appreciate you taking
community thoughts into consideration and wanted to express my opinion. [/y desire is that we keep
and maintain the current American flag mural. I absolutely love it. Whenever I drive by I see its
beauty and it makes me smile. Please take my opinion into consideration. Thank you,

Emily Thompson
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7Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

EricaGerdes.-
Friday, October 9,2A20 5:0'l PM

Anna Ruggles

Flag

Please do not change the flag mural. Although times are changing and a new progressive mural is a nice
consideration, the US flag should also symbolize togetherness. Also the back story in this flag mural is beautiful
and a wonderful tribute to 9111. Thank you for reading.

Erica
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A4na Rqggle;

From:
Sent:
To:

Elizabeth Stover
Friday, October 9,2020 4:42 PM

Kay Wing; Anna Ruggles

RE:Subject:

Hi Kay,

Thank you for your email. I am copying our City Recorder, Anna Ruggles, on this reply

Thank you,

Elizabeth Stover
Program Coordinator
City of Forest Grove

503.992.3298

From:KayWinglmaittoJ
Sent: Friday, October 9,2O2O 4:42PM
To: Elizabeth Stover <estover@forestgrove-or.gov>
Subject:

Please keep the flag!!!!

Wing
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Anna Ruqgles /o
From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

JS-
Friday, October 9,2020 4:04 PM

Anna Ruggles

Covering our flag

To whom it may concem,

I was friends with Ryley what seems like forever ago. Honestly it's a bit of a slap in the face to hear about
consideration of covering our flag. I know he was just one person out of many that died for it but every time I
pass that flag I think of him and the sacrifice he and others made for us. He was born on the Fourth of July and
when they sent him home that flag covered his casket. I'm in favor of not covering or replacing it, obviously.
Ryley Gallinger-L ong 7 I 04 I 1992-8 I | | l20l I
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Kristy Kottkey
Saturday, October 10,2020 2:10 PM

Anna RugglesJs;e
Fwd:MuralSubject:

Hello, Anna!

I am having some weird issues with my city emails still, so I'm not sure if you see this one. But Devin and
Jeremy had both sent emails (addresses are in the CC line) and I hope they are already included in the city
council packets. I didn't see Jeremy's until Devin forwarded it but it probably was already in the packet we will
see Monday. Just trying to close the loop and make sure it's in there. Apologies if it has already been
recorded.

Thank you! I

Kristy

Begin forwarded message:

From:lSC
Subject: Re: Mural
Date: October 10,2020 at4:17:15 AM PDT
To: Kristy Kottkey <kkoukey@foresterove-o

I had sent it to aruoqles@forestqrove-or.qov, though I did send it later in the day so maybe it was just missed before
people went home for the day. I want to thank you for taking the time to read what I wrote. I know things in the
political sphere are tough right now and we are all on edge but l'm glad to hear it's not about the act of covering the
flag because it's offensive.
I see people destroy and disrespect the flag daily and it makes my heart hurt. I understand it may mean different
things to different people but I have to speak up when I see it. Not for any politicians but for guys like Ryley who gave
everything for it, and their families who continue to grieve.
Thank you for your time.
-Jeremy

On Friday, October 9,2020, Kristy Kottkey <kkottkev@forestqrove-or.qov> wrote:
Hi, Jeremy!

I did not see this email! I am sorry if you sent it but I did not see it in my email box. Can I ask if you sent it to the
city - I can make sure it is entered in the communications that all councilors will see.

I believe I knew Ryley - as we both were teachers at Evergreen Middle School. Nothing I can say is going to take
away the pain of losing him. We lost another student of ours two years ago and it impossible to understand. I'm
sorry.

I have suggested that we put a flag and pole and light at that sight. Additionally, I am working with another councilor
to move ahead of a Veterans' Memorial for Forest Grove.

Because this flag rendering was never going to be there forever, this is where the site for the new proposed artwork
was suggested. There have been a group of interested citizens who might want to work on the flagpole addition and
I have said I can do whatever I can as a counilor to support that.

I can tell you that for me, this was never about "replacing or destroying" that flag image. ln my head, that wall was

1



going to be used for future mural sites and it was already chipping away so that's how I saw it as an available space.

Next time, we are working to develop a clear policy to be able to communicate to people the reasons behind our
decisions. Hopefully that will help moving fon,trard.

Let me know who received this original email and I will make sure it is seen by the council.

Respectfully,

Kristy Kottkey

on oct g, zozo,at 5:18 PM, J s-.maittoG> wrote:

This was my original email. Thank you
To whom it may concern,

I was friends with Ryley what seems like forever ago. Honestly it's a bit of a slap in the face to hear about
consideration of covering our flag. I know he was just one person out of many that died for it but every time I pass
that flag I think of him and the sacrifice he and others made for us. He was born on the Fourth of July and when they
sent him home that flag covered his casket. l'm in favor of not covering or replacing it, obviously.
Ryley Gallinger-Long 7 l04l 1992-81 1 1 1201 1

-Jeremy

On Friday, October 9,2020, Devin Davis <Er<mailtolll|}> wrote:
As my friend spent a decent amount of time coming up with an email about this and didn't get a response I hope you
won't mind me allowing him a response. Maybe you'll read his thoughts and take them to heart, or read them at the
meeting. l've CC'd him.

> On Oct 9,2020, at 4:24 PM, Kristy Kottkey <kkottkev@forestqrove-or.qov<mailto:kkottkev@forestqrove-or.qov>>
wrote:

> Hello!

] ,,r., received your email and I apologize that it did not have your name attached. I wanted to thank you for
emailing your thoughts. I have spent two months talking to all kinds of people about this - and there have been
great points on both sides! I have spent a lot of hours thinking deeply about how to make this decision. The
meeting will be live
at tuctv.orq<httos://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2ftvctv.orq&c=E,1 .RoYCLZ|ASiZmXJCThhlplULSIW
zB Uwl eM0v5ravAapxnOiuolsFSY6eozo3rqqOzokBJLFrql lV4d8ZOntAVAb3t2eW5col -

4i3MXfRwlfLvk 6in3&tvpo=1><http://tvctv.oro<httos://linkorotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2folo2ftvctv.oro&c=E,
1 .uTlCsLhtklCNmewLP4d9tNTsEoNDAUw9CprRLBEpaHKMKzAuY43Y3-
HTSLLMFMoqtzaoNKa4mFCsSAq5n8wllFBrDYJNXhGTaHaJzwo6 pOAhDSXDoDjLRsA4q..&tvpo=1>> on
Monday night and we should be able to have a good discussion about it.

> I am including a previous response I wrote to a neighbor. (it is LONG but I think it tells you more about who I am
and how I am thinking about all of this!)

> Please don't hesitate to email back with thoughts. I always welcome them even if they are different than my own -
that is how I grow and learn!

> Thank you again for writing.

> Kristy

> I am sitting at my computer and just saw your email arrive. I have written a few responses so far - and I have son
with severe autism so I can't always sit and type or talk on the phone, although the one conversation I had was with
a neighbor when Henry was outside playing at the back of the church in Hillsboro! We had a great conversation. I

did let him know that the council has already voted to use the space at Forest Glen for a social justice mural. The
wonderful flag that has been there actually replaced ANOTHER mural of child handprints - and at the time I think
people understood that the murals on that wall would not be there forever. However, this neighbor and I talked
about how this has highlighted the need for very clear policy going forward. The communication around this and
especially during COVD has been frustrating. I definitely get that. But we have had about six meetings which are
public and also recorded that have talked about this mural since the beginning of August. Currently, the PAC has
recommended staying with the "up to five years" policy - which would allow for different artwork to be
submitted. They are also identifuing five place in the city which could become rotating mural options - and Forest
Glen has two places naturally!
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] *n"n the Eagle Scout project was approved, I know I would have appreciated the chance to give input. But that
decision was never made public. Although I had no issues with the Flag, I would hope that going forward - we
would be able to have more community involvement. With that in mind, the process for this mural has had to endure
many more steps and much more approval in the process than the scout projects did. I think as we look at creating
policy going fonvard, my hope is that ALL projects - including the scout ones - will allow for the public to comment
and give suggestions. I would love to see something like a mural that shows all the things the scouts do for this
community for instance!

> I am including a previous response I sent to someone else because I think it gives you more background about
me. I appreciate your letter to the council - this job on the council is volunteer and I know I put a lot of time and
thought into it. I read every email and wake up at night thinking about how to find a solution that can be something
that helps this community. We might not always agree on every vote, but I can tell you that I 100% am committed to
this community and being a good neighbor. There have been decisions that have happened in the past that I

disagreed with , but as I tell my middle school students - we have to agree to disagree and then work together to
understand each other.

> Thank you for taking all the time to write! I am always open to discussion and new ideas - especially when it
comes to how we can help our community learn more about issues around equity and diversity.

> Have a nice day before the rain. I am always open to communication - even if we disagree or agree!

> Kristy

> *****THIS lS A PREVIOUS RESPONSE I AM COPYING HERE because it tells a little more about mel******t

> My name is Kristy Kottkey and I am new the council. I have lived in Forest Grove for 20 years and my husband
and I are teachers in Hillsboro. I currently am not teaching as we have a 16-year old son with severe autism so he
is a full time job and then some! But I joined the council because I feel like I have time to volunteer to help my
community.

> I really appreciated the time that you took to write in to the council. I know just to sit down, compose thoughts,
then send to the correct addresses is one more thing in our days that are already filled! So taking the time to do that
does make a difference. lt helps me see all sides of an issue.

> Just so you know, we fly my husband's Grandfather's flag outside of my house and my own Grandfather woke up
on Normandy beach with a huge piece of shrapnel right by his head. Years ago, I was able to read through the
hundred of letters during the war that he sent home to my Grandmother. I myself was born at Edwards Airforce
base as my Dad was assigned there at the time. I do appreciate and understand the importance of what that flag
can symbolize. I have to be honest, though, if you watch the council meeting you will hear my story of feeling
frustration when I look at the flag at times. I feel that sometimes, there are people who take the flag and then use it
alongside messages that I do not feel are American - and that made me start to have conflicting feelings about the
flag. Over time, I have had to make myself remember that although I disagree with how some people use the flag, I

can still see it for ME as something that represents justice for all, support of the constitution and that all people are
created equal, and that as Americans, we should treat everyone equally. That is what my Grandfather who nearly
died on that beach stood for. But just because I feel the flag represents that for me doesn't mean I can tell others
how they should feel about it.

> My Grandfather also stood for making sure that all people felt heard and represented in his community. One of
my friends who lives up the hill in Forest Gale Heights is a Vietnam Vet who was a Lieutenant Colonel. He lives in
Forest Grove for over 16 years and served on a city committee with me years ago. He drove by me yesterday when
I was walking and pulled over and I told him about this whole mural situation. He said that in the past year, he has
been talking with a. Group of friends and reading more about racial issues. He said that he has changed his views
on a few things since that. And make no mistake, this guy is one of the most dedicated people to his country I have
ever known. He said that he is "for inclusion and not exclusion and you can quote me on that to anyonel" And even
though we may not agree on what that means, he did not take offense to the idea of a mural being put over the
flag. He actually said (and I agree) that that flag has never been lit up and it should be every night. He also noted
that it is in total disrepair and that is not showing respect to it as well.

> At the council meeting, I referenced several letters that expressed concern with the flag being replaced. I

suggested that we can think about putting up a flagpole even at that park. There are ways we can do both - have a
new piece of art that makes people think. But I also think that just because I feel one way about this country and the
flag doesn't mean everyone else has too. To me, that is kind of the point of freedom.

> Now that being said, we have not approved any artwork yet. There have been five public meetings so far about
this and so we are trying our best to be transparent in the time of Covid. When the Boy Scout flag went up, there
were no meetings for the public to give input. For instance, I might have suggested that instead of JUST the flag,
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the Boy Scouts paints more on that wall that represent all the things the Boy Scouts are about. But at the time, no
community members were asked what they think. Of course, the flag that has been there has been fine! I walk by it
every day and have enjoyed seeing it. The scout was actually an ex-student of my husband's! But my point it, no
one asked for ideas or input from any of us in the community, and especially no one asked our neighborhood and
we walk by it every day! I am hoping in the future that for any artwork, we have a process in place that always
allows the community a chance to offer suggestions. THat's one of the things I am advocating for on the
council. A policy moving forward that allows everyone to give input. And frankly, that is a lot easier when we are in
COVD times.

> We may choose to accept it, or wait and accept something different. lf we don't accept it as is, they will be able to
still find a private business or place in town that might host the mural. lf that is the case, then the city has no input
on the final image. This way, we DO get final input. While some disagree with the fists, others with the flag, others
with the wording....1 have friends of color who actually are excited about this. I have neighbors who see something
different when they look at it. I have had AMAZING discussions with people about it - and we can agree to
disagree! Everyone interprets art differently - and when we talk about that I think we learn from each other.

> Again, I have been on the record saying I do NOT as a general rule support replacing flags. We have a ton of
flags in this town and a large one that was approved by the city in 2009. I don't think anyone can question this
town's commitment to the American flag. But I also know - with freedom at its core - that I can't tell anyone how to
feel about it.

> I hope this helps you to get to know a little bit more about me. I may not always make the right decision in some
people's eyes... but I really am trying to do the right thing and as my Dad says "help others and do no harm"

> Please feel free to contact me anytime. I am not on FB but I am trying to get more involved - I checked out the
nextoor app - with my son, it is hard for me to do anything but have eyes on him. Right now, he is with his Grandpa
in the car so I can have time to type this email. I do listen to people - and we might not always agree but I will
always be open to change and new ideas.

> Thank you again for your passion for this topic and your involvement in our city!
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Anna Ruggles /l
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gabriela Osborne
Saturday, October
Anna Ruggles
FG mural

2020 2:44 PM

Hello,

I can see the removal of the flag has already started. I am very disappointed. I would like to propose that a new
USA flag gets painted. I have to tell you that if you paint the raised fist painting, it will cause PTSD triggers to
many of us who have lived under communism. It is a serious request. What people have gone through under this
regimen was worse than hell. The symbol of the raised fists evokes memories of abuse, torture, oppression, fear,
violence and so many other negative experiences. Please take that into consideration and remember who we are.

We are Americans and our USA flag means justice for ALL. Paint the USA flag.

Thank you,

Gabriela Osborne

Get Outlook for iOS

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gabriela Osborne
Friday, October 9,

Anna Ruggles

Keep the USA flag

4:00 PM

Dear city council,

I'm regards to painting over the flag and replacing it with another painting, I emphatically disagree with
removing the USA flag painting. I have no problem with change. In fact, I changed my entire life when I
decided to come to the U.S.A on my early 20s. the American flag represents to me, (as it does to many
immigrants who worked hard to come here) the blessed land where anyone can pursue their dreams and
happiness. Every time I see this flag, it's a reminder that my dreams can come true with hard work. Just like
coming here was a dream of mine. To me, as to many others, the U.S.A flag already means justice, bravery and
freedom. Yes. It is a symbol of that social justice we all deserve and many of us were lacking in our places of
birth. It represents the freedoms we are given to chose the life we want and shape our future. Painting over the
flag or changing it to anything else is not only unnecessary, but it strips it from its true meaning. In addition to
that, the image of the raised fists, in the proposed mural, makes me, and so many of my brothers and sisters,
avert our eyes as it is a symbol of communism, what so many of us ran away from. Change in itself is not bad or
easy, but there are causes that are worth fighting to preserve, like in this case. Sometimes remembering who we
are is harder than changing.

Thank you,
Gabriela Osborne
FG resident

Get Outlook for iOS

1



/zAnna

From:
Sent:
To:

Mike Strauser

Friday, October 9,2020 4:00 PM

Anna Ruggles

Forest Glen Park MuralSubiect:

I live on Ballad Ln in Forest Grove. I am against changing the Mural of our Flag to some yet unknown'social
justice'mural.

I do not think the City Council should approve such a change without the voice of the people AFTER such
proposed mural is made public.

Mike Strauser

1
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Anna Ruggles

From
Sent:
To:

MikeAbshier-
Saturday, October 10,2020 4:08 PM

Anna Ruggles

MuralSubject:

Hi Anna,

I would like my comment to be read at council concerning the mural at Forest Glen Park. I won't be available to
participate in person...

Good evening councilors and Mr. Mayor,

The submitted design for a social justice mural is not attractive, welcoming, or friendly. What it is is a political
statement in a place that functions as a defacto welcome sign into Forest Grove. There is no way to avoid the
wrong message being sent and hard feelings being created by erasing and covering the greatest symbol of
freedom the world has ever known with a social justice mural designed to be confrontational. I am a person

who at one time wore a military uniform and went to a place where I risked my own life for the possibility of all
people to share in the promise the American flag represents. It means something to me. I heard it said in a
previous council session that the mural is not meant to disrespect the flag, but no reasonable person believes
that can be avoided. Therefore I propose the project leaders continue their work by seeking out local Forest

Grove artists for submissions which incorporate the American flag, our shared heritage, and what we aspire to
be. Then let the people of our town vote on the one we believe best represents us. Councilors, the submitted
design looks like a club when what we all need is an olive branch.

Respectfully,
Mike

1



Anna Ruggles /*

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Thompson >

Friday, October 9,2020 2:27 PM

Anna Ruggles

American Flag Mural

To Whom it may concern,
I am writing this email in thanks of soliciting input on the current American flag mural vs. a Social

Justice mural. From my stand point the flag has been a staple in forest grove and a symbol for the
freedoms and sacrifice of our nation. Changing it to a social justice cause disrespects the very people
who gave us the freedoms we have including my dad, both grandfathers and friends and family Who
serve and protect this nation. lf a socialjustice mural is needed it should go elsewhere on a newer
community center or outreach program building. Thanks again for the effort to get input.

Best,

Rich

Sent from my iPhone

1



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Kristy Kottkey
Saturday, October 10,2020 2:35 PM

Anna Ruggles

Richard Thompson
Fwd: emails to city please include in the packet

Anna,

Rich has given permission to have his two responses to me to the packet to make sure we are including as much
public feedback as possible. They are below. Thank you. I told him I would forward them to you.

Thank you,
Kristy

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kristy Kottkey <kkottkey@forestsrove-or.sov>
Subject: emails to city
Date: October 10,2020 at2:13.'20 PM PDT
To: Richard Thompson

Hi, Rich!

I cut and pasted the two emails you sent, and I was going to send them to our city recorder so

your feedback would be included. Can you let me know if you are okay with the two below
and/or would like to add anything?

Kristy

Kristy,
Just seems like recently we, including the council her, are moving towards a temporary
solution/emotional decision against aflagthat has been established in our long history as a

Permanent thing. Do not take what I said out of context but social justice is the flavor of the
week or last few months. Racially equality shouldn't go backwards. Why should we separate

anyone from everyone?I try and serve everyone at my work and in my personal life. I don't look
at what color or background they come from I serve them all. I listen. God calls me to do so. I
have friends and family from all walks of life. They all matter to me.
At work I recently went through two recruitments and did outreach to the Woman's in trades
organization and other diverse cultural groups and guess what I was able to hire 3 out of 4
employees that were either a minority or a woman. That In my mind is how equity and
inclusivity can really be impacted rather then upsetting people that were used to a long term
symbol of a flag. It didn't take trends, or a mural to make a huge impact in those communities.
Just an opportunity.

My solution to your situation would be to have two murals side by side and connected leaving

Anna Ruqqles



the one with history updated as a flag and next to it the inclusivity and equity mural. I don't like
the words social justice. Frankly the fists are a BLM symbol and I am not sold on this group as

warriors for justice. Their funding Origins don't support it. Now ask me like I said about equity
and inclusion so all are heard and that makes a lot more sense to me as we all work together.
Everyone is viewed equal and have a seat at the table. That isn't from a place of power but
togetherness.

Nevertheless I do understand everyone views things differently and I do not want to pass
judgement on anyone who helped in this decision including you. I just feel there could have been
more honor in leaving or updating the mural and adding one here or in another location in the
community.

Thanks for your thoughts and Willingness to listen. The world needs more of that.

Rich

l. The clinched fists should not be there. The hands of different colors makes sense .

2. Characters need to not be lower tier workers. I Expect better opportunities for minorities or
woman on there. I get they wanted to show growing something but that's offensive and limits
opportunity.
3. In large the American flag On there Or put at the top and put military honor around or
creatively in the piece.
The LGBT flag is only one of many. Think outside of the box. Maybe multiple flags growing
into the American flag at top showing the diversity and equity of groups.

Flag groups could be
LGBT , Thin Blue Line , Firefighter , POW, Prism type groups Of any sorts but be selective and

I think at least one religious group and evolution group type flag. All walks Of life and groups

basically covered which shows we all can grow together in America. America is a nation of
immigrants anyway. This supports that in many ways.

That's my initial thoughts. More ideas might come later

Rich

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:

NicoleDanielowicz-
Saturday, October 10,2020 1:30 PM

Anna Ruggles

Forest Glen MuralSubiect:

Will you please add this to the Opposition of the Social Justice l\Iural at Forest Glen Park.

I am truly sad to see the American Flag mural at Forest Glen Park being scrapped off today. I feel the
American Flag is way more inclusive to our community then the current proposed image. Please paint
the American Flag back on the wall.

Nicole Danielowicz

-)

Forest Grove, OR 971 16
Sent from my iPhone

1
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/6Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hello Mayor Truax,

My name is Caitlin Uecker, i was born and raised in Forest Grove and currently reside here and i want to voice
my support of the new mural to replace the flag mural at Forest Glen Park.

I am an artist and have completed several murals myself. Murals are and always have been a temporary form of
art, they come down with buildings and get destroyed by weather. I think the flag was good while it was good,

and this new design is good and appropriate for these times, and someday it will be renewed again as life
evolves. We don't ever go backward, we go forward. We go through, and we continue on, reinterpreting the
human condition constantly, and murals are a contemporary and ever-changing representation of where
communities are at, socially. Unfortunately as a society we are not united at the moment. It is a murals job to
reflect current states of being and ideally to provide a mile marker of hope on the way to wherever we end up. I
think the new design is really great at showing those two things.

Thank you for recognizing the need to keep our town current and yet hopeful, rather than insisting nostalgia for
what once united people is enough or appropriate.

Sincerely,
Caitlin Uecker

Sent via the Samsung Calaxy Notel0, an AT&T 5C Evolution capable smartphone

bloomews-
Saturday, October 10,2020 1:27 PM

Peter Truax

The new mural design at Forest Glen park

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:

Laurawatt{IIIE
Saturday, October 10,20201:11 PM

Anna Ruggles

Re: our flag muralSubiect:

Hi Anna,

I would like to voice my disapproval for changing the mural from the American flag to the suggested image.
Being that this is the United States of America, the flag is very appropriate. It should be maintained, not
replaced.

The suggested image is very divisive and not representative of Forest Grove, nor the USA. Historically
speaking, a clenched fist represents anger and oppression, and now violence and hate.

This is not us. And I would be ashamed to see that image replacing our American flag.

Sincerely,
Laura Watt

1



/6Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Jodi Blue-
Saturday, October 10,2020 1:05 PM

Anna Ruggles

Forest Glen Park mural

Hello,

I'm writing to voice my support for the new mural at Forest Glen Park. I think it's wonderful that Pacific
students took the initiative to invest in our community and strive for an inclusive message in these trying times.
I have read differing opinions from our neighbors, and I think it's important that Forest Grove leaders lead by
example for our community. Our BIPOC neighbors are often quiet or silenced, and I love this show of solidarity
and acceptance.

Thank you,
Jodi Blue

1



oAnna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hello,

I am a Forest Grove resident who lives near Forest Glen Park and walks through it every evening. I just wanted
to voice my support for replacing the flag mural with a mural that celebrates the diversity of the community.

Thank you!

Greg

GregoryOschwald*
Saturday, October 10,2020 'l:03 PM

Anna Ruggles

ln support of new mural

1
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Anna Ruggles

Sent:
To:
Cc:

From: Gerald Pirie

Saturday, October 10,2020 11:10 AM
Anna Ruggles

Gordon Pirie

Forest glen Park

I would like to see the flag mural maintained and repainted. I am a Veteran and am proud of our flag and
Country.
Regards
Gordon Pirie
I am a resident of Forest Grove

Please confirm that this was received Thank you.

Subject:

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subiect:

Hello!

I've been a Forest Grove resident for a little over a year and from a new insiders perspective I think mine EDI
mural is a fantastic idea. I have witness and heard of countless acts of racism and discrimination, and I think it's
time to do what we can to try to help make FG feel like home for everyone. I do have concerns that it will get

degraded and people will try to ruin it. BUT to me that brings to light why we need it even more, to address the
lack of diversity, equity, and inclusion here in the grove. The mural, to me, is a great step in the right direction.
I'm sure you're receiving plenty of grief over this topic, I hope you're able to sort through all these emails
rapidly and with great patience. Thank you for being so considerate of those in this community who want to
continue to progress the EDI mindset here.

Best of luck,
Susie Carr

Susiecarr.-
Saturday, October 10,202010:08 AM
Anna Ruggles; Elizabeth Stover
City mural

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:

Jennifer-
Saturday, October 10,2020 8:36 AM
Anna Ruggles

New muralSubiect:

Hello! I just wanted to provide feedback that I think the new mural proposed to replace the flag looks
wonderful. I think it's a beautiful piece of art that will reflect the community more and be more welcoming and
accepting for poc.

Jennifer Gaona

1



"r3Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

KobeLong-
Saturday, October 10,202012:16 AM
Anna Ruggles

Forest Glen Park Flag Mural.

Hello,
Recently I learned of the plan proposed to the City Council to remove the flag mural at Forest Glen Park in
favor of a "social justice" and more "inclusive" mural to be painted over it. I am not against social justice, or
having a mural, but painting over our sacred flag which thousands of brave servicemen and women of every
race, every background and every creed have fought and in many cases died under to protect our collective
freedoms. I believe the city should paint this mural somewhere else (maybe Pacific University or at Rogers Park
since there's some construction there) instead of painting over our flag, and that the citizens of Forest Grove are
given some input instead of allowing some artist from Portland to decide what we put up.

In this day and age where our country is so divided over many issues, including issues such as these, we should
not allow our own local community to be as divided over such a controversial issue such as this.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Kobe S. Long

1



Anna Rugqles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear City Councilors,

I used to live 5 miles out on Gales Creek Rd and commuted to Times Litho, driving past the mural on the
handball court daily. When the boy scouts painted the flag I was amused by its slightly off shade of blue and
awkward proportions. It seemed to reflect a simple innocence in this patriotic gesture.

I understand that times have changed and for some, our national flag has become a political statement
representing exclusion and oppression. I used to fly a flag every day, but it made my friends think I was a right-
winger, so I "get" that some want to replace the flag mural. However the two proposed murals have such a
mishmash of images they are hard to absorb when driving by at high speed and approaching an intersection.
The partial flag banner and gay pride banner both seem to be filler rather than part of a cohesive message.

The string of fists with farm workers in the background are far from welcoming, looking more like a mob of
farmers invading our small city instead of a welcoming "Our Home Is Your Home" sort of message. I was
really put off by those fists before I ever took in the rest of the design.

And since I have only seen the two options for replacement murals that I believe proposed by the two Pacific
students, I wonder other proposals have been solicited from people who have made Forest Grove their home.
We have some really amazing artists here in FG - just look at the chalk art we enjoy every fall.

Personally I'd rather be greeted by "Welcome to Forest Grove" in English and Spanish with smiling faces of
many colors and pairings, something simple and friendly.

Sincerely,
Molly McCall

MollyHMcCall 

-

Saturday, October 10, 2020 10:13 PM

City Councilors
Opinion re: Forest Glen Mural

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Anna Ruggles

Monday, October 12,2020 2:52 PM
'Walter Grosse'

RE:Addressing mural

The Council meeting will be conducted remotely by video conferencing. Speaking by video
conferencing is not available to the public unless the item is a Public Hearing. There are no public
hearings scheduled on the Agenda. The public may attend and observe in the Community
Auditorium. Social distancing protocols. However, the Council encourages the public to observe the
meetings through technology rather than in person. The meetings will be televised live at the start
time, or shortly thereafter, by Tualatin Valley Community Television (TVCTV) Government Access
Programming LIVE Channel 30 on their website. To view the recorded meeting, please visit:
http://tvctv.org/?page_id=550. Written comments on an item not on the Council Agenda may be
submitted by October 12,2020, 3:00 p.m. via e-mail to: aruggles@forestgrove-or.gov.

Anna D. Ruggles, CIVC, City Recorder
1924 Council Street, 2nd Floor
P O. Box 326
Forest Grove, OR 97116-0326
Direct Line: 503. 992.3235
E-ma i I : arugg les@forestg rove-or. gov
https : //www. forestg rove-or. g ov/

-----Original [/essage-----
From: Walter Grosse [mailto:
Sent: Saturday, October 10,2020 10.03 PtM

To: Anna Ruggles <aruggles@forestgrove-or.gov>
Subject: Addressing mural

I would like to adress city Council on covering flag mural

Sent from my iPhone

1



Anna Ruggles 2L
From:
Sent:
To:

Linda<e
Saturday, October'10,2020 8:30 PM

Peter Truax

Forest Glen MuralSubject:

One of the proposed ideas for the mural shows multicolored fists. I feel that is sending the wrong
message and not one of unity. Our small city is made of citizens that truly love our country, and are
proud of the freedoms and opportunities it provides. Let the mural show those hands clasped in
friendship along with an American flag.

Linda Van Doren

Sent from Xfinity Connect Application

1



Anna Ruggles a7
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth Mathiesen 

-

Sunday, October 11,20203:47 PM

Anna Ruggles

Re: Mural

I like the message Grow Stronger Together better than just Grow Together. I also think there are too many
fists. The ones in the middle are too much. The ones on the sides should be enough. They frame the main
image of multi-ethnic, multi-cultural people living in harmony. That is the image with the primary message of
the mural. I like the flags on the side too. They also do not need to be a large element. If anyone wants to
include it in the main image it could be part of the image as on a flagpole for example.

I'd like to see the center scene to be the main message of unity, cooperation, and harmony amongst all peoples

with secondary imagery and symbols framing it thus overlaying their meaning on top of the primary message.

My input to the discussion.

Thank you

Elizabeth Mathiesen

On Oct 9,2020, at 12:52 PM, Anna Ruggles <aruggles@forestgro wrote

Hi Elizabeth Mathiesen,

Written comments may be submitted by October !2,2020,3:00 p.m. via e-mail

to: arugsles@forestgrove-or.qov. You may also attend in person and speak to Council under
Citizen Communications (safety protocols in place); read below for additional information.

The Council meeting will be conducted remotely by video conferencing. The public may attend
and observe in the Community Auditorium, 1915 Main St. Social distancing protocols. However,

the Council encourages the public to observe the meetings through technology rather than in

person. The meetings will be televised live at the start time, or shortly thereafter, by (TVCTV)

Government Access Programming LIVE Channel 30 on their website. To view the recorded
meeting (published following day or shortly thereafter), please

visit: http://tvctv.orgl?page id=550.

Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder
1924 Council Street, 2nd Floor
P. O. Box 326
Forest Grove, OR 97116-0326
Direct Line: 503.992.3235

1



E-mail: a ruggles@fo restgrove-or.qov

> -----Original Message-----
> From: Elizabeth Mathiesen [mai
> Sent: Thursday, October 8,2020 8:40 PM
> To: Elizabeth Stover <estover@forestgrove-or.gov>
> Subject: Mural

> I want to comment on the proposed raised fist for the mural. When and where can I do that.

> Elizabeth
> Sent from my iPhone

2
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Anna Rugqles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Charlotte Lumae <Q>
Sunday, October 11,2020 3:00 PM

Anna Ruggles; Khatcherian, Seema; Buck, Karsen

A Proposal for Compromise on Fist lmagery in the Social iustice Mural

To the Mural Team and the Forest Grove City Council:
Please consider A Proposal for Compromise on Fist Imagery in the Social Justice Mural, a nine-slide visual
presentation of my idea to make the mural message easier to understand and more approachable for more
members of our community. I have made this viewable by anyone with the link and I have enabled comments
on the slide presentation to facilitate community discussion before Monday's meeting. I have shared this idea
with the community.
Thank you for considering this,
Charlotte Lumae

Charlotte Lumae, M.Ed
text:fE
email
web

.TttF:E 
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A Proposal for Compromise on Fist lmagery
in the Social Justice [Vlural

To the Mural Team and the Forest Grove City Council
From Charlotte Lumae
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On 9128/20 the Forest Grove City Council declared that:

"The City Council supports the creation of a social justice mural. The
purpose and intent of a socialjustice mural is to raise awareness of
the principle and meaning of socialjustice in a collaborative manner
and to provide a reminding framework in Forest Grove of the
importance of diversity, equity, and inclusion in socialjustice and
governance. The City wishes to express its viewpoint through
commissioning the muralist to paint the proposed socialjustice mural
on behalf of the City. The mural shall be located at Forest Glen Park

and remain for up to five years. The mural shall be painted once the
City Council has the opportunity to approve the final image."



I Here are the two proposed images.

The mural team is working with an artist who has created these images for
the City Council to consider commissioning. The artist is open to some
feedback and will allow a few minor design changes for no extra charge, if
the changes do not require major reworking of the art.
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The proposed images are generating intense community discussion.

For example, on 10110120, two Forest Grove News-Times Facebook posts inspired
many community members to express support, disagreement, questions, and
concerns.

,, rt

"What do you think of the proposal?"

Lively and sometimes antagonistic discussions are happening on Nextdoor, Forest
Grove Community Page, and other local forums. Many community members are
also sharing their views with City Council, in advance of the vote to approve an

image or not on 10/12120.
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2

3

567 4

ln both mural images proposed, there are seven symbolic fists of solidarity occupying the same
picture plane as the more naturalistic images of people working. Unfortunately this complicated
scene is being interpreted by many community members as representing a fist fight or
symbolizing violence.

I believe it is vital to include the fist of solidarity because the struggle is real. I think it is
unreasonable to ask the artist to change or dilute the central message of the mural. This is not a
mural simply about diversity or multicultural love. This is a mura! about social justice.

I am not proposing we "soften the image." I am suggesting a way to make it less prone to
misinterpretation. lf the racially diverse fists are shown working in unison, it will be clearer that it is
not about a fist fight. I also think the mural content will be easier to see from the road if there is a
strong central image.



What is the
Solidarity Fist?

3
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The lnternational Workers of the
World have been using a raised fist
to symbolize solidarity for more
than a century. For example, here
is an IWW image from 1919, and a
painting from the 19th century.

People have also raised a fist in
solidarity as they work together for
civil rights for women, for Black
people, for Native Americans, and
for many other groups who have
been oppressed or marginalized
such as the LGBTQ+ community
and people with disabilities.

LgUE
-\rJUn

In 1969,Activists Began a 19-month
Occupation of Alcatraz lsland

Dolores Huerta

raising fist at UFW
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I propose that we streamline the mural design by
using one fist of many tones instead of seven
different fists. For example, the fist could have
striped symbolic skin tones similar to this image.



Another idea is to use a symbolic patchwork of
skin tones for one fist of solidarity, similar to
this image.
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The fist of solidarity symbol could also be
represented with layered fists of different skin
tones, Iike in this image.

\-



There are many ways to incorporate multiple skin tones in one
symbolic fist of solidarity. These may bring to mind the old
motto, E pluribus unum, Out of many, one. These are only
three examples, and I would love to see what else the artist
might create.

Striped Patchwork Layered

(. ,

wtF



lf we had one large symbolic multiracial fist of solidarity, this would
provide room in the mural to retain a fully visible flag hanging in the
traditional way, which many community members have requested.

This change would also provide space for images of local nature like
a douglas fir and camas bulb. The strong message of social justice
would remain intact, and would be less prone to misinterpretation.
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Thank you for considering my proposal for compromise on fist imagery
in the Social Justice Mural, and thank you for all your hard work
making Forest Grove a more welcoming place for all residents,

I want to reiterate that I am in full support of the social justice mural
project. I am fine with the images proposed. I would very much like to
see the fist of solidarity included in the image. lf the council would like
the message to be clearer, I think one symbolic multiracial fist of
solidarity will be easier for the community to understand than multiple
fists which are reminding them too much of a fist fight.

I am not set on this as the only way to go, but I think it is one way we
could compromise if compromise is needed, without diluting the strong
social justice message of the mural.



I I I I I

121212015 Scout adds art. color to Forest Glen Park by Jill Rehkopf Smith. Forest
Grove News-Times

9I28I2O2O RESO.2O2O.95 PERTAINlNG TO A SOCIAL JUSTICE MURAL
(LOCATED AT FOREST GLEN PARK BALL COURT WEST WALL) by Forest Grove
City Council.

Forest Grove City CouncilAoproves Mural Reflecting Diversity. Equitv, and Inclusion
news posted on City website

101912020 Forest Grove OKs plans for socialjustice mural by Wade Evanson,
Forest Grove News-Times.

Links
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

CharlotteLumaeffi
Monday, October 12,2020 10:48 AM
Anna Ruggles

Request to share one image on screen while I speak two minutes at meeting tonight
Screenshot (1333).png

Anna, I would like to request to share one image on screen while I speak two minutes at meeting tonight. It is
from my slides I hope will be shared in the packet.

Will this be possible? I will attach the image I would like to share here.

Thank you for considering this.
Charlotte Lumae

Charlotte Lumae, M.Ed
text:
email
web
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Anna Ruggles
27

Sent:
To:
Cc:

From:

Subject:
Attachments:

Lori RamseyG
Sunday, October 11,202010:18 AM
Anna Ruggles

Peter Truax; Malynda Wenzl; Timothy Rippe; Elena Uhing; Val Valfre; Kristy Kottkey;

Mariana Valenzuela

Forest Glen Park Social Justice Mural
Forest_G len_M u ral.pdf

Hi Anna,

Kristy Kottkey reached out and asked that I send you my post from our Next Door app and ask that it be entered
into citizen communications for Monday's meeting. It is regarding the social justice mural which is being
painted in Forest Glen Park. She also suggested that I copy all City Council members as well. I have sent it as

an attachment hereto and have also included it in the body of this email below.

Let me know if you have any issues or need anything else.

Thanks so much,

Lori Ramsey
Forest Grove, Pacific Crossing

October 9,2020

Next Door App Comment Re: Forest Glen Park Mural

Lori D. Ramsey

When I first saw this mural I didn't really know what to think. After reading others' comments I realized I
needed to learn more about exactly what social justice is meant to be here. After letting the images in the mural
sink in a bit, and educating myself about social justice in our lives and the role it is playing center stage for all
of us right now, I get it. Social justice in2020 brings in discussions over racial equality, division of wealth,
covid-19, access to healthcare, climate change and so many other issues important to everyone. The fists
represent so much about equality which is a lot of what people have been speaking about and protesting around.
Are they placed around the mural as a symbol for everyone represented within it? They make perfect sense as

they relate to social justice in2020, and having the upheld fists, palms out, which literally mean Grow Stronger
Together, is front and center of the mural. I have really come to embrace them. I finally see the lumberjack,
which is such an important symbol in this community. We are a mixture of so many who do such great things
here, growing together every day in this wonderful community. The rainbow flag is necessary to represent
diversity and the LGBTQ community. One thing I would like to see, given that the history of Pacific University
and Forest Grove are so intertwined, is the grove of oak trees that are on their campus and which represent the
"Grove" in Forest Grove. They may be hidden in the mural, as I'm still not done looking at everything, but I
feel they are ever so important. This leads me into how many people have said that you won't see all of this

1



driving by at 50mph. I don't think that we are meant to see it all at once? People should come to Forest Glen
Park and take a seat by the mural and just look and find every symbol of social justice in it when they have
time. I love that I see something new every time I look at this. I would suggest that we take the time to get out
of our cars and spend some time to enjoy what this creation means and the beautiful park it is located in. I don't
know what the symbols within the yellow circles represent, and I am not yet educated as to the native land
reference, but I will be. I am supposing it is a nod to the original peoples from this area, which are great that
they are front and center. Seeing this mural as where we are today with social justice, with so many fighting for
so many different parts of what social justice means to them, and representing so many parts of all the people in
our community, is beautiful. The main title: Grow - I like a lot because to me it means to grow not only the
bounty of the land as depicted in the mural, but in the community itself as we literally grow as a community and
as neighbors. And to add stronger together, what a great message about division and equality which really
speaks to social justice in the upheld fists. I wish we could add part of the coastal range, but that might really
make it too busy? Given that the the coastal range burned in a set of fires starting in 1933 (the Tillamook Burn)
and so many people came together to plan the hand planting of almost 400,000 acres of forest, is a testament to
the people of this community and Oregon and our ability to come together for social change. So many different
people from every walk of life took 40 years to replant the "Forest" part of Forest Grove by replanting the
coastal range - and what a monumental task this was! So I would say that if we can take 40 years to hand plant
the Tillamook Forest (while also bringing life back to the timber industry, animal life within the forest itself and

inventing modern ways of fighting forest fires) we can surely come together today to make a decision about
painting a testament to social justice on a mural in a park in our community.

Thank you -

2



October 9,2020
Lori Ramsey
Next Door App Comment Re: Forest Glen Park Mural

When I first saw this mural I didn't really know what to think.
After reading others' comments I realized I needed to learn
more about exactly what social justice is! After letting the
images in the mural sink in a bit, and educating myself about
social justice in our lives and the role it is playing center stage
for all of us right now, I get it. Social justice in 2020 brings in
discussions over racial equality, division of wealth, covid-L9,
access to healthcare, climate change and so many other issues
important to everyone. The fists represent so much about
equality which is a lot of what pbople have been speaking
about and protesting around. Are they placed around the
mural as a symbol for everyone represented within it? They
make perfect sense as they relate tosocial justice in2020, and
having the upheld fists, palms out, which literally mean Grow
Stronger Together - which is front and center of the mural - I

have really come to embrace them. I finally see the
lumberjack, which is such an important symbol in this
community. We are a mixture of so many who do such great
things here - growing together every day in this wonderful
community. The rainbow flag is necessary to represent
diversity and the LGBTQ community. One thing I would like to
see, given that the history of Pacific University and Forest
Grove are so intertwined, is the grove of oak trees that are on
their campus and which represent the "Grove" in Forest Grove.
They may be hidden in the mural, as I'm still not done looking
at everything, but I feel they are ever so important. This leads
me into how many people have said that you won't see all of



this driving by at 50mph. I don't think that we are meant to
see it all at once? People should come to Forest Glen Park and
take a seat by the mural and just look and find every symbol of
social justice in it when they have time. I love that I see
something new every time I look at this. I would suggest that
we take the time to get out of our cars and spend some time to
enjoy what this creation means and the beautiful park it is
in. I don't know what the symbols within the yellow circles
represent, and I am not yet educated as to the native land
reference, but I will be. I am supposing it is a nod to the
original peoples from this area, which are great that they are
front and center. Seeing this mural as where we are today
with social justice, with so many fighting for so many different
parts of what social justice means to them, and representing
so many parts of all the people in our community, is
beautiful. The main title: Grow - I like a lot because to me it
means to g,row not only the bounty of the land as depicted in
the mural, but in the community itself as we literally grow as a

community and as neighbors. And to add stronger together,
what a great message about division and equality which really
speaks to social justice in the upheld fists. I wish we could add
part of the coastal range, but that might really make it too
busy? Given that the the coastal range burned in a set of fires
starting in 1933 (the Tillamook Burn) and so many people
came together to plan the hand planting of almost 400,000
acres of forest, is a testament to the people of this community
and Oregon and our ability to come together for social
change. So many different people from every walk of life took
40 years to replant the "Forest" part of Forest Grove by
replanting the coastal range - and what a monumental task
this was! So I would say that if we can take 40 years to hand



plant the Tillamook Forest (while also bringing life back to the
timber industry, animal life within the forest itself and
inventing modern ways of fighting forest fires) we can surely
come together today to make a decision about painting a

testament to social justice on a mural in a park in our
community.



30
Anna Ruqqles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

tact<iD
Sunday, October 11,202012:18 AM
Anna Ruggles

Mural

Hi there -

As a member of this community my entire life thus far, l'd like to share my thoughts on this proposed
mural.

From what I am seeing, this proposed mural is already dividing our town and it's not even up yet. That
should speak for itself. We all have our own views, opinions, thoughts, etc. That's just fine. But when
one mural is already causing our town to divide... that's a problem That divisiveness will only
continue. ls that what we want as a town? lt's definitely not what I want. Sure, some believe the mural
speaks of unity, diversity, etc. but it actually doesn't do that if all that's happening is arguing and
division. I would bet that if the mural didn't have the fists, but maybe open welcoming hands we
wouldn't have any issues. Also the flag is improperly displayed. The stars and blue should be on the
left to the viewer, that should be corrected. The "You are on Native Land" seems almost like a
threat.. why wouldn't it say "We" or "Honoring our Native history. I hope you will take into
consideration and really see what this particular image is doing to our community already. l'm hoping
the mural change has nothing to do with removing the United States of America flag. l'd prefer the
flag to stay. That's where we live. That's where we all choose to live. But if it's going to change
maybe some other options by local Forest Grove artists and painted by local Forest Grove artists,
along with this one, and get the community input.

Thank you for your time

Jacki Timmons

Sent from my iPhone
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Anna Ruggles

A5/
From:
Sent:
To:

Howard Sullivan

Monday, October 12,2020 2:40 PM

Peter Truax

Forest Glen ParkSubject:

October 12,2020

Mayor and City Council,

DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) is a complex initiative. The Forest Grove City Council has established
this as one of the Council Goals for the year 2020-21. With the request of two Pacific University students to
create and paint a mural of diversity, this project would meet the Council Goal. This project would be the
creating and painting of a mural at Forest Glen Park; taking over the space currently showing a painting of the
American Flag-it was an Eagle Scout Project in2015. At the Forest Grove City Council Meeting two weeks
ago, the Council worked hard on the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion project process and informed the two
Pacific University students that they needed to provide a finished sample before the Council would agree on
completion of the project.

In those two weeks, there has been much chatter on social media. As a member of the Recreation Commission,
I wish our group would have been a part of the process, but I understand that the Council wanted to streamline
the process. Despite this chatter, I hope that the Council will move forward and continue their partnership with
the two Pacific students. A commitment to these Pacific University students is a commitment to Pacific
University.

Respectfully Submitted,

Howard Sullivan

1
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Subiect:

From:
Sent:
To:

Sent tl'onr m1' Verizon. Saursung Galaxy' smartphone

DebiewilsonG
Monday, October 12,2020 2:'19 PM

City Councilors
Object to BLM mural replacing American Flag

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jack Koran

Monday, October 12,2020 2:15 PM

Anna Ruggles; City Councilors
Yes to public art!

Good afternoon,
I am writing to express my appreciation for the Forest Grove city council's decision to support the creation of a
social justice mural in Forest Glen Park. I love the designs that are being reviewed tonight. I particularly like the
design that reads "grow together" and think the larger graphics would look awesome coming over that
hillside! I'm also so happy to know that there are members of my community engaging in the civic process to
bring forward this beautiful and welcoming mural design. I've been a resident of Washington county for 5 years

and lived in Forest Grove for four; and I know that every time I traveled home from the coast I would feel so

welcome and so uplifted to see this artwork representing the diversity and strength of my community! I can't
wait to volunteer - co-creating some outdoor public art seems like a great opportunity to meet more of my
neighbors while respecting social distancing guidelines. Much appreciation to everyone who has been involved
in this project!

Regards,
Jack Koran

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jesse VanderZanden
Monday, October 12,2020 1:29 PM

Anna Ruggles

FW: Laura Hale- City Council meeting-

From: Laura Hale [mailto're
Sent: Monday, October L2,2O2O 10:22 AM
To: Jesse Va nderZa nden <jva nderza nden @forestgrove-or.gov>
Subject: Laura Hale- City Council meeting-

Good morning, As a former member of the public Health and safety committee , I wanted to voice my concern on the

Resolution No:2020-1000 -Social Justice Mural that will be up for consideration tonight. Although I welcome the 4 painting
representing

our equality in our community. The black fist as you and I know represents BLM but in a negative way- to allow this to be painted
along side a good message

would send a negative message and welcome unwanted challenges. With the riot's in Portland and all the disunity already being
displayed through out country

This would add to that. We have an amazing community with problems and issues at hand ,Homeless, Drugs, ect. Sending a positive
message would be a welcome

thing in such troublesome times. Over shadowing our community with a black fist WILL bring a negative invitation that would open
a can of worms . If allowed Jesse you can write this down,it will not

be beneficial to our community.

I also feel that when it comes to painting and sending a message for our community. It should be by a community member not
someone who is passing though our wonderful collage.

I believe that as the Ciry Manger of our city, Much wisdom comes from your input , as you represent our whole community as do
those on conceal .I have also emailed them.

There are many of us who believe in keeping Forest Grove a safe and wonderful place to live :) Please look into this matter for me

Sir-

Thank you for your consideration in this delicate matter -

1

Laura L Hale

Jesse ,



Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bev Maughan
Monday, October 12,202010:09 AM
Anna Ruggles

FW: Mural Comments for Council

Beverly J. l/aughan
Executive Assistant to City lt/anager
City of Forest Grove
503-992-3234
bmau g han@forestg rove-or. gov

-----O rig inal [Vlessage-----
From: Forest Grove Oregon via Forest Grove Oregon [mailto:bmaughan@forestgrove-or.gov]
Sent: [Monday, October 12,2020 9.56 Att/
To : Bev [/aug han < B[/a ug han@forestg rove-or. gov>
Subject: Form submission from: Contact Us

Submitted on [\4onday, October 12,2020 - 9:56am Submitted by anonymous user: 50.45.135.207
Submitted values are:

First Name: Laura
Last Name: Hale
Email
Question/Comment: I would like to summit a comment for consideration on the meeting set for tonight
regarding- Resolution No: 2020-100 Pertaining to the Social Justice Jt/ural- There are many things I

love about Forest Grove and our small community . ln consideration to the times with Covid and all
the disunity and Riots going on in Portland and surrounding areas and as a former member of the
Public Health and Safety issues here in Forest Grove .l fully believe that displaying the [t/ural with the
symbol of a black fists would be sending a very negative message and would welcome unwanted
problems to our community. The 4 paintings that would be displayed would show we are a

community of equality . The the fist would be an invitation for destruction. I also believe there should
be certain qualification's when proposing a change to a message we as a city want to display for all to
see. We should be that of our community and not just those who are passing through our wonderful
collage. l'm

concerned in the safety and wellbeing of our community . We all know the black fist represents BLITI
in a negative way. I as part of this community welcome change but not destruction with Negative
results . As a member of this community I appose the fist . We have an amazing community. lts the
right thing to do for everyone in our community, with all facts again allowing such a negative symbol
would be a health and safety issues at this time in our nation . We can send a positive message with
the over shadowing of negativity. Thank you for your consideration-

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=httpsoh3ao/o2fo/o2fwww.forestgrove-
or . gov o/o2f nodeo/o2f7 % 2fs u b m i s s i o n % 2f 1 4 B 3 1 &c= E, 1, P R K-4A Kt D hV4 P D g h d -
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

TimSchauermann e
Monday, October 12,2020 12:44 PM

Peter Truax

Tonight's mural meeting

Pete,

I have no dogs in this fight. But I think as you and the council deliberate you first need to be clear
about your message.

ls your intent to send a message to marginalized people that we understand your frustration and
anger, or is your message to attempt to heal the community and bring it together?

ln my opinion only, a fist sends the first message and clasped hands sends the second message

Tim Schauermann

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:

Reynolds<-
Monday, October 12,2020 12:18 PM

Peter Truax; Malynda Wenzl; Timothy Rippe; Elena Uhing; Val Valfre; Kristy Kottkey;
Mariana Valenzuela

City Mural lnputSubiect:

Dear City Council,

I won't be able to attend tonights meeting to give input on the proposed Mural. I have
looked at the proposed mural and I have seen facebook posts & comments about this
mural.

My opinion is due to the diveristy Forest Grove is saying they accept and we want to
grow as a diverse community. Because of the roits and political climate right now, the
raised fists( no matter the true meaning) isn't sitting well with a lot of the community.

I strongly feel the fists should be removed and maybe put children of all different races
playing together or something else that represents the children or something to show
coming together.

Please remember this mural will be there for at least 5 years and it's needs to represent
the whole community and the ideas we hope to grow.

Thank You for your time.
Tina Reynolds

1



Anna Ruggles s7
From:
Sent:
To:

JasonWilson-
Monday, October 12,2020 10:50 AM
Peter Truax; Malynda Wenzl; Timothy Rippe; Elena Uhing; Val Valfre; Kristy Kottkey;

Mariana Valenzuela; City Councilors; Anna Ruggles

Voicing my opposition to the proposed "diversity" mural.Subject:

What is being proposed for this mural is divisive, and I believe the proponents of this mural are fully aware of
it, and are trying to get this thing thru city government knowing full well that they are trying to push
their ideology and radicalism.

Lets start with the raised fists. They claim that the fists represent solidarity and strength. I am sure that the
leaders of the anti facist movement of the 1920's, as well as all the comunist/socalist movements of the 20th
century believed that exactly when they made it their symbol as well, and then forced it upon the people.

Its such a powerful symbol that Michael F. Reinoehl , the man who EXECUTED Aaron "Jay"
Danielson in Portland in cold blood a little over a month ago.

https ://imaees. app. eoo. gll2KoDQR2i HcT2MuTLT

And lets now talk about the verbiage in the mural. You Are On Native Land. Is it just another coincidence that
the same verbiage has been used when the same group that uses the raised fist have illegally torn down statues

of founding fathers of this country.

httos:lltwitter.comlilstatusll273969935497084930

And to add insult to injury, this mural is replacing a mural of an American flag! !!

These are not coincidences. This is a extreme ideology you are supporting by allowing this mural

The question I have for this city council is why would you allow this? Are you ignorant or complacent? Rumor
has it that these radicals have this cities council running scared, afraid of the backlash you will get if you dont
support them.

Well the residents of Forest Grove are now fully aware of the details of this mural, the removal of the flag, and
are not happy about it at all.

My final question for you is, when they decided to take down the flag mural Saturday morning, it it appeared
that every police officer on duty, as well as at least one Washington County Sheriffs deputy were there. Why?

Where they there to try and stop it? Question its legality? Or were they there to protect those taking the mural
down?

If it was the latter, common sense should tell you if you need police protection on that magnitude to do
something, there is generally a pretty good reason, and pretty telltale on how you expect people to react.

Put a stop to this mural once and for all. Its not uniting anybody, it's dividing us even more, and we as a society
can't take any more division.

1



Thank you for the time you hopefully took to read this and digest it.
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Anna Ru

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Katie Hahn

Monday, October 12, 2020 B:16 AM
Elizabeth Stover
Anna Ruggles

Re:America Flag

Thank you for your help!

On Mon, Oct 12, 2020 at 8: 1 5 AM Elizabeth Stover <estover@forestgrove wrote:

Hi Katie,

Thank you for your email. I am copying Anna Ruggles, City Recorder, on this reply so she has it on record

Elizabeth Stover

Program Coordinator

City of Forest Grove

503.992.3298

From: Katie Hahn [mailto-
Sent: Saturday, October LO,2O2O 10:53 AM
To: Elizabeth Stover <estover@forestgrove-or.gov>
Subject: America Flag

I'm voicing my opinion on keeping the American Flag. Not sure if my opinion matters, but I feel like it's the
right thing to do.

1

Thank you,



I appreciate your time

Katie Hahn

Life long Forest Grove resident

2



Anna Ruggles
q

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Elizabeth Stover
Monday, October 12,2020 B:11 AM
Janice Connell; Anna Ruggles

RE: Keep our flag

HiJanice,

Thank you for your email. I am copying Anna Ruggles, City Recorder, on this reply so she has it on record

Thank you,

Elizabeth Stover
Program Coordinator
City of Forest Grove
503.992.3298

From: Janice Connell [mailffi
Sent: Friday, October 9,2020 9:07 PM

To: Elizabeth Stover <estover@forestgrove-or.gov>
Subject: Keep our flag

My belief is that it is imperative that we as citizens of this great nation maintain our right to display and honor
our beautiful flag. Changing the mural would be giving in to all of the pressure to change our affirmation that
this is a great nation. We need to stick to the ideals that our country was founded on. Making a change, such as

that proposed for the flag at Forest Glen Park, goes against what makes this country a great place to live. It
changes and limits our freedom that we enjoy here in the USA. It changes who we are. That is a frightening
thought to many Americans who love this nation for what it is, has been, and hopes to continue to be. Please

don't give in to the pressures to make this change.

Respectfully,
Janice Connell

Get Outlook for Android

1



Anna Ruggles %
From:
Sent:
To:

Elizabeth Stover
Monday, October 12,2020 8:11 AM
Shelley Mickel; Anna Ruggles
RE: MuralSubiect:

HiShelley,

Thank you for your email. I am copying Anna Ruggles, City Recorder, on this reply so she has it on record

Thank you,

Elizabeth Stover
Program Coordinator
City of Forest Grove
503.992.3298

From: Shelley Mickel [mailtC
Sent: Friday, October 9,2O2O 5:28 PM

To: Elizabeth Stover <estover@forestgrove-or.gov>
Subject: Mural

I am writing to urge you not to accept the proposed "social justice" mural that was submitted to replace the
American flag at Forest Glen Park.
Forest Grove as well as America is a melting pot. To me, the American flag represents that perfectly. All of
us.
A mural that portrays raised fists is dividing, in my opinion. I feel the raised fist has a negative connotation and
I personally find it offensive. It's scary to a lot of people and will definitely divide our community. I was

speaking with a community member today and she indicated that a raised fist gives her PTSD. Please

reconsider changing the mural from the flag to social justice.
Our Flag should unite us all, because it is the flag of the United States of America!
Thank you.
Shelley Mickel
Primrose lane
Forest Grove, Oregon

(Typos courtesy of Apple iPhone)

1



Anna Ruggles 4/
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anna Ruggles

Monday, October 12,2020 2:50 PM
'Lauren T'

RE: Mural

The Council meeting will be conducted remotely by video conferencing. Speaking by video
conferencing is not available to the public unless the item is a Public Hearing. There are no public
hearings scheduled on the Aqenda. The public may attend and observe in the Community
Auditorium. Social distancing protocols. However, the Council encourages the public to observe the
meetings through technology rather than in person. The meetings will be televised live at the start
time, or shortly thereafter, by Tualatin Valley Community Television (TVCTV) Government Access
Programming LIVE Channel 30 on their website. To view the recorded meeting, please r,'isit:

http://tvctv.oro/?paoe id=550. Written comments on an item not on the Council Agenda may be
submitted by October 12,2020, 3:00 p.m via e-mail to: aruggles@ forestorove-or.qov

Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder
1924 Council Street, 2nd Floor
P. O. Box 326

Forest Grove, OR 97116-0326
Direct Line: 503.992.3235
E-ma il : a ruggles@forestgrove-or.sov
https: //www.fo rests rove-o r.govl

From: LaurenT [maihoff
Sent: Monday, October L2,2020 8:07 AM
To: Anna Ruggles <aruggles@forestgrove-or.gov>

Subject: Mural

Hi there if we have feedback on the mural do we need to be physically present at the meeting or are these
meetings remote? I emailed city council members but haven't heard back from them.

Thank you,
Lauren Terpstra

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anita Perkins

Monday, October 12,20201:14 AM
Anna Ruggles

Mural

Unable to attend council meeting tonite.
Our town is a small community filled with family values and the feel of a small American town with history in
our downtown and surrounding areas. The college is beautifully located in the center of town.
We have farmland, coastal range & rolling hills framing our tranquil setting. While we as a people work to
move forward in our cultures, opportunities, technology and changing of times does not mean we need to
'remove'a flag replica to paint a mural to prove we are doing something significant. Just learn, work, and do -
continue to strive to do better. Don't turn to physically posting something that focuses on differences that agitate
and end up one side against another rather than heads down, working together to move forward!
Don't encourage dissent amongst us, on the streets, on billboards or in our neighborhoods! We live in America
let's act like we deserve it!! Thousands have died to ensure our freedoms in our community!

Anita Perkins
Proud to have been born here.

1



v3Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:

DeeMichauaE
Monday, October 12,2020 2:55 PM

Anna Ruggles

Forest Glen mural commentsSubject:

Anna, as I've not heard back I would like to submit the following comments for council review and
consideration before making final decision on Forest Glen mural approval tonight.

To forest Grove Council

I know that the raised fist can represent power and perseverance. ln particular this brings to mind the
lMandela's raised fists of triumph after Nelson fi/andela was released from prison. That's a positive
symbol. But in much of recent history the raised Fist has been a symbol of aggression and violence
as a means to an end. Both oppressor and oppressed suffered mightily under this form of upheaval.
I know America has come far in the way of equality ( l've lived long enough to witness and participate
in it), We still have much to do. But I don't believe violence or the symbols used to represent it will
achieve this. Please witness the violence occurring in downtown Portland in the past 5 to 6 months.
I don't want our Forest Grove community to represent or embrace that sotl of anarchism. I hope you
will respectfully consider another greater, more unifying image for the Forest Grove mural
application. Perhaps, hands of all ethnicity reaching for each other...or images of all races and
backgrounds. After all, isn't this what we all want most? To love, not battle one another?
Deanne tMichaud

Sent from my iPad

1



Anna Ruggles */

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Moore,JeffD.-
Thursday, October 8, 2020 8:35 AM
City Councilors
Upcoming City Council Meeting

Good morning,

I posted a comment on "Nextdoor" re: the American Flag mural and the proposed plans to renovate and
expand on its message by two Pacific University students. I have been asked by a couple people who
have followed the thread to forward my comments to the City Councilfor inclusion in the city's agenda
package for [/onday night's City Council meeting.

Normally I'm a quiet, private person who doesn't comment or get involved on social media or public affairs,
but if this helps stimulate collaboration and communication on inclusion and the racial justice movement
sweeping the nation, then how can I not try to help spread the message in our own community. I have
copied my original message below for your consideration.

I had issues sending this emailfrom my personal email, please direct any further communication to

Thank you for your time.

Jeff

"l have read many troubling, not so thinly veiled racist innuendos and closed minded ways of thinking in
this thread. I too have served my country and fought to protect the freedoms of ALL Americans. To narrow
this argument to just the flag and ignore everything else this country stands for and more importantly, was
founded on, is an insult to every person who has given their lives for the freedoms EVERY. SINGLE.
A[/ERICAN deserves.

As others have pointed out, the American Flag mural is in dire need of renovation, but not once have those
of you who are all of a sudden so upset and outraged taken it upon yourself to renovate what supposedly
means so much to you, instead you've remained silent and ignored it while Old Glory fades and chips
away, only becoming concerned and sanctimonious about it when "two kids from California" want to give it
new life, l'd bet you wouldn't be so boisterous if it were two kids from the high school (even though they
may not have grown-up here either).

Nobody is trying to take your flag away, they are trying to broaden the message, to encapsulate what
America and this community is, and that is a melting pot of different backgrounds, colors, religions and
points of view. This may have been a predominantly all-white, blue collar community at one point but in
case you haven't noticed it hasn't been that way for many years now and not to acknowledge those
differenees, is to exclude those you have marginalized for far too long. Let's stop believing that our
differences make us superior or inferior to one another.

1



l'm sorry to those of you who do not want your corner of the world to change, grow and expand, it's not
easy letting others with different opinions have a voice when for so long you've been able to keep them
silent. But, when we listen and celebrate what is both common and different, we become a wiser, more
inclusive, and a better community."

Ihls transmisslon is intended only for the proper recipient(s). lt is confidential and may contain attorney4lient privileged information. lf you are not the proper
recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete this message. Any unauthoized review, copying or use of this message is prohibited.
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:

Devin Davis

Friday,

Subject:
Anna Ruggles

Flag Mural

As a life long resident I ask you to please consider not painting over the US Flag. Please

1



Anna

From:
Sent:
To:

Joshua Grabner

Subject:

Resident of Forest Grove for over 9 years and I want the Flag to be kept, I have always loved to drive back from
the coast and see that mural, The American Flag is a Flag of being United and should not be covered up. [f a
new Mural is wanted then it should not cover up but be placed someplace else.

Friday, October 9,2020 3:22 PM

Anna Ruggles

Mural on Gales Creek Way

1
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Anna Ruggles +7
From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

DawnRivermanE
Friday, October 9,2020 3:05 PM

Anna Ruggles; Elizabeth Stover
Flag Mural

To Whom this Concerns

I would like my and my families voices to be heard. We would like to have th mural maintained. Keep the
current flag. This represents so much to Americans. The proposed fist mural seems to be more controversial
than what is there. I would think with as much unrest in our state and country we would not want to invite that
into our small community. Painting the raised fist could invite graffiti and other vandalism and cost more
money than just painting the flag that is already there.

I look forward to seeing that flag when I drive that road.

I look forward to hearing from you.

I would like to know what time and where the meeting on this will be Monday

Dawn Riverman

1
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Anna Ruggles
qE

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

KitPotwora=,
Friday, October 9,2020 2:57 PM

Anna Ruggles

Public Arts Commission's (PAC) recommendation to create a socialjustice mural on the
west wall of the ball court in Forest Glen Park

Good afternoon,
I am writing in reference to the proposed mural.
After seeing the image, I have major concerns.
l. The American Flag already represents diversity "For Liberty and Justice for All"
2.The title is not welcoming or inclusive "You are on Native Land"
3. The fists have several meanings but most notable is communism.

I am strongly opposed to replacing the American Flag with controversial images that I am sure were not meant
to be but nonetheless are.

Thank You
Catherine Potwora

Forest Grove, OR 97116
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Anna Ruggles w
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sethclark-
Friday, October 9,2020 2:48 PM

Anna Ruggles

Re: Forest Grove City CouncilApproves Mural

Thank you.
It's the "communists' fists" that I have an issue with in the new design that I saw. The raised fist is not a
universally positive symbol and I don't appreciate it being spread on public property.
Please be sure they receive the elaboration as well.

- Seth

On Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at2.41PM Anna Ruggles <aruggles@forestqrove wrote

Your written comments were received. I will forward to Council.

Thank you,

'Arina Ruggles

From: Seth Clark [mailto:sclark85@smail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 9,2020 2:38 PM

To: Anna Ruggles <arugqles@forestgrove-or.gov>; Elizabeth Stover <estover@forestRrove-or.gov>

Subject: Forest Grove City Council Approves Mural

I do not approve of changing the wall in Forest Glen Park from the American flag to a "Mural Reflecting
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion". That flag is what best reflects diversity, equity, and inclusion.

How can I best communicate this to the City Council?

Do I need to physically show up somewhere for my voice to be heard?

What channels does the Council have for considering this sort of feedback from citizens?

Thank you,

Seth Clark

1
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&Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

MICHAEL and BONNIE MCCABE

Friday, October 9,2020 1:48 PM

Anna Ruggles

Mural

Hi Anna,

My husband and I both feel that the American Flag inherently represents ALL in our country.....not only what
we aspire to be but what we have been and are still trying to make BETTER.

ln the face of tumultuous times (of which we are living in now) it stills stands for the guardrails that bind us

TOGETHER.

We believe it is short sighted to make a major change to this symbol, with little input from the community,
based on a moment we are living through. The fists clearly represent a message and I fear that message is not
one of unity but a strong symbol of opposition.....which may divide not unite. Clearly from feedback that is

already happening.

One further thought.....Forest Grove is a community with a long history and love of the arts. The idea of
collaboration from the actual community and the artists that live here might have been a good idea.

Democracy takes time and can be messy but worth it and residents may feel left out of this conversation

Thanks for your consideration.

Bonnie and Mike Mccabe

1



Anna Ruggles 5t
From:
Sent:
To:

VERNONREEVES-
Friday, October 9,2020 12:25 PM

Anna Ruggles

American Flag mural on the west side of town at the Forest Glen ParkSubject:

I don't think you should remove the American flag mural at Forest Glen Park. lt stands for all
Americans, not just anyone. ALL Americans and that is why it should stay. Thank you.

1



Anna Ruggles 5a
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anna,
l'm sharing my friends email to you since it shares my thoughts.
"l wanted to convey my desire that we continue to have the painting on the wall in Forest Glenn park
be the American flag and not change it to a mural. This has nothing to do with whatever is being
proposed to be painted, but more of thatflag has been thereforyears and it is such a great reminder
and representation of why people moved to Forest Grove, that flag in that park and that settling
literally conveys small town America, and it would be sad to see that flag be painted over. I feel this
will start a trend of, whomever raises an issue or whatever is socially relevant at the time, is what will
be painted on that wall and I would hate to see it become a "trend" wall instead of a constant
reminder of this great country that we get to live in."
Thank you
Sue Rowley
Sent from my iPhone

Sueff>
Friday, October 9,2020 12:'13 PM

Anna Ruggles

Painting over the flag

1



53Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
lo:

jochristie->
Friday, October 9,2020 1 1:40 AM
City Councilors
New billboardSubject:

I am in favor of the racial justice artwork being installed in the Gales Creek area. Jo Christie

Sent from my iPhone

1



Anna Ruggles sel
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jan

Friday, October 9,2020 1 1:09 AM
Anna Ruggles

new mural

Ms. Ruggles,

l'm writing to express my displeasure and disapproval of the new mural proposal to replace the American flag mural wall
at Forest Glen Park. The American flag wall should stay and be repainted if showing wear. The new mural proposed

should be done somewhere else in town and not replace the American flag!

Jan Nelson, Forest Grove citizen for 20 years

1
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:

LaurenT.-,
Friday, October 9,202010:40 AM
Peter Truax

Forest Glen Park muralSubject:

Hi Peter,

My name is Lauren Terpstra. I live at IIIfthe house that directly looks at the mural wall from
above. I've seen the purposed design for the social justice mural and feel it's not a good fit for the wall. I
understand that the students want to start a conversation for racial equity and equality and I'm all for this
conversation, however I do not believe that the fists of solidarity, wording, flags and farmer are aesthetically
something I can look at everyday. It's honestly too busy.

The design should include something that is easily interpreted and read as you drive by. This design is too
complicated and needs to present a clearer single vision. All it shows currently is fists. Please ask the students to
go back to the drawing board and create a more cohesive single vision. Could you inform me...is there an artist
creating the image or is this image from the students themselves?

Sincerely,
Lauren Terpstra
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Alma Hernandez <almasoul22@live.com>

Friday, October 9,2020 10:35 AM
City Councilors
Forest Glen Park Mural

Hello -

My name is Alma Hernandez,

I live in pacific crossing in Forest Grove and have lived in FG all my life and now my husband and I are raising

my 3 children here.

I emailing about the mural being painted over the flag in Forest Glen Park.

While I would never have thought that a mural would cause such an uproar from community members, it is
2020 and nothing is a surprise anymore.

The new mural is beautiful. lt gives a message of unity and belonging. And the flag mural was beautiful too.
My husband is an Army Ranger vet and served our country well and I can tell you that a flag isn't what made
him go to fight for us. While we love our flag and our country there is no disrespect in painting over a painting
of a flag. He fought for our future, for our children and for the safety of our home, not a flag. That argument
people are coming up with is to hide what they really think and feel.

To be honest, this is a mural on the outskirts of town that barely gets any attention as it is, if any. I think the
new mural will welcome more people to stop and get closer look at it and see it includes EVERYONE.

I really hope that this mural gets created. A mural like this would be inviting and an invitation for the younger
generations to research history and find out what all really makes Forest Grove and the surrounding
communities and how beautiful it is that we are all different, but together have created a community.

I plan on being present for the meeting on Monday and I hope I can shed some light to those who oppose this
to think outside their own box and think about others.

Thank you,

Alma Hernandez
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Anna Ruggles 5',1
From:
Sent:
To:

christopherBrewer 

->

Thursday, October 8,2020 9:1 1 PM

Anna Ruggles

Re: City councilSubiect:

onThu,oct8,2020,9:05PMChristopherBrewer<ff->wrote:
I have just became aware of a plan to paint over the mural of the American flag at Forest glen park. As a
veteran I find this disgraceful and hurtful... I think the people of forest grove will be very unhappy. Especially
since there has been no public announcement s that I am aware of. I think it better to repaint the flag as is if it
needs it. And not disrespect the countless veterans who have fought and died for it. If Pacific u want to paint
some thing they have plenty of walls on there campus and can paint whatever they chose. I would hope you
will do the thing.

Sincerely
Chris Brewer
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bev Maughan
Monday, October 12,2020 3:54 PM

Anna Ruggles

FW: Form submission from: Contact Us

Beverly J. tt/aughan
Executive Assistant to City [Vlanager
City of Forest Grove
503-992-3234
bmaug ha n@forestgrove-or. gov

-----Orig i na I [t/essage-----
From: Forest Grove Oregon via Forest Grove Oregon [mailto:bmaughan@forestgrove-or.gov]
Sent. Monday, October 12,2020 3:54 Pt\4

To: Bev [/aug han < BlVIaug han@forestg rove-or. gov>
Subject. Form submission from: Contact Us

Submitted on lt/londay, October 12, 2020 - 3:53pm Submitted by anonymous user: 107 .117 .217 .86
Submitted values are:

First Name: Jodi
Last Name: Hail
Email
Question/Comment.
The fists in this mural are representative of a specific socialjustice activism. They are a call to action
and solidarity for oppressed people in their effort to rise up against an unjust and oppressive system
or society.

The ideology underpinning this activism is called critical race theory, and it purports to offer equality
and empowerment for historically marginalized peoples. However, this ideology is, in fact,
condescending, infantalizing and utterly disempowering to those it purports to uplift. lt is destructive to
the human dignity of people of color and has entirely failed to produce concrete gains for minority
communities.

This failed ideology should not be put fonruard as a positive approach to equality and inclusion for the
citizens of Forest Grove. This image will encourage neither the empowerment and uplift of minorities
nor the social cohesion we all so deeply desire. lt is divisive and should be rejected as such.

Furthermore, the Kalapuya tribes were slaveholding peoples, which an historical fact that should not
be ignored in our consideration of the merits of this mural.

The results of this submission may be viewed at.
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.forestgrove-
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
!o:
Subject:

TonYNelson-
Monday, October 12,2020 4:15 PM

Tony Nelson; Anna Ruggles; koottey@forestgrove-or.gov
SocialJustice Mural

To the Forest Grove City Council,

I find the social justice mural that is planned for Forest Glen Park quite disturbing. I do not understand why we
would want as a mural that greets you as you enter Forest Grove to be a mural with fist(s) on it. I was upset
about the fact that we were replacing a mural that represented one of the symbols of our nation but I have let
that go in trying to show that we are a welcoming town. I do not believe that this mural represents the feeling of
our town, unless we are indicating that we are here to fight.

Charlotte Lumae posted options on FB for input but the only input she took were from the 3 people who directly
contacted her. I hope you have viewed this post and see that there are many people in our town that do not want
fists on a mural greeting people to our town.

Thanks for listening,

Tony Nelson
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Anna Ruggles

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, October 12,2020 4:41 PM

City Councilors
Fwd: Forest Glen mural comments

Please consider this message before decision on Forest Glen mural application. D.Michaud Forest Grove, OR

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message :

From: DeeMichaudG,
Date: October 12,2020 at2:56:11 PM PDT
To : aruggles@forestgrove-or. gov
Subject: Forest Glen mural comments

Anna, as I've not heard back I would like to submit the following comments for council review
and consideration before making final decision on Forest Glen mural approval tonight.

To forest Grove Council

I know that the raised fist can represent power and perseverance. In particular this brings to
mind the Mandela's raised fists of triumph after Nelson Mandela was released from
prison. That's a positive symbol. But in much of recent history the raised Fist has been a
symbol of aggression and violence as a means to an end. Both oppressor and oppressed suffered
mightily under this form of upheaval.
I know America has come far in the way of equality ( I've lived long enough to witness and
participate in it). We still have much to do. But I don't believe violence or the symbols used to
represent it will achieve this. Please witness the violence occurring in downtown Portland in the
past5to6months.
I don't want our Forest Grove community to represent or embrace that sort of anarchism. I hope
you will respectfully consider another greater, more unifying image for the Forest Grove mural
application. Perhaps, hands of all ethnicity reaching for each other...or images of all races and
backgrounds. After all, isn't this what we all want most? To love, not battle one another?
Deanne Michaud

Sent from my iPad
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