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City Proposes To Increase Electric Rates
The City Council will hold a public hearing on January 23, 2017, to consider a 4.75% increase in electric

rates. If the proposed rate increase is adopted, customers will see the increase on the bill they receive in
April 2017.

The proposed 4.75% rate increase reflects the increase in operating costs including power and
transmission costs charged to the City from the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). BPA’s power and
transmission rates are projected to increase a minimum of four percent (4%) over the coming year with a
likelihood of increasing even further.

The proposed rate increase will also pay for debt service stemming from a $3.8 million capital project to
upgrade and replace three transformers at the Thatcher and Forest Grove substations. The transformers
have a standard life cycle of 35 years and are overdue for replacement, ranging in age from 43 to 53 years.
The transformers have lasted this long due to excellent maintenance.

To guide the City’s long-term rate projections, the City completed a Cost of Service Study and Rate Design
in December 2014. The study looked at the projected operating, power, and capital costs necessary to
maintain highly reliable power services and carry an appropriate level of financial reserves through 2018
while also trying to minimize future rate increases. The study determined that an average six percent (6%)
increase in electric rates was necessary each year for four years starting in 2015 to maintain service levels,
service debt for capital projects, and maintain sufficient reserves.

Electric rates were increased 6% effective January 15, 2015, and 4.5% effective January 16, 2016. Rates
were increased to 4.5% instead of the planned 6% in 2016 due to lower than expected power and
transmission costs to the City. As with last year, the projected 4.75% increase for 2017 is lower than the
study’s recommended 6% because the proposed power and transmission cost increases from BPA are
lower than originally projected.

For the average residential user, who consumes 1,084 kWh of electricity every month, the proposed 4.75%
increase means an estimated increase of $3.75 per month on the electric portion of the utility bill.

Citizen comments will be heard during the public hearing on Monday, January 23, 2017, at the Community
Auditorium, 1915 Main Street. City Council meetings start at 7:00 p.m. If you would like to comment on the
proposed rate increase but are unable to attend the City Council meeting, please email your comments to
Anna Ruggles, City Recorder, at aruggles@forestgrove-or.gov or send them to her attention at City of
Forest Grove, PO Box 326, Forest Grove, OR 97116.

Western Washington County Firefighter's Association Forest Grove FFA Tree Recycle
20th Annual Crab & Steak Feed December 31, January 2,7, & 8 10 am-3 pm
Saturday, January 21, 2017 at Tom McCall School and Ace Hardware
410 8 p.m. $5.00 drop off /$7.00 pick up in FG / Cornelius

$20 Flocked trees (must be bagged)
For pick up, call 2 days prior to collection:
503-357-6526 and leave a message.

We chip the trees and donate back to farmers.

Cornelius Elementary School, 200 N 14 Avenue, Cornelius

All-You-Can-Eat Crab OR a 16-ounce Steak
Clam Chowder | Green Garden Salad | Dinner Roll

Adults: $30 | Senior Citizen 65+: $26 | Children < 12: $15 . '
Steak with all-you-can-eat crab: $40 | Hot Dog Dinner: $5 X y e”OWbDOk

Dinners-To-Go available at Drive-up Window Your out-of-date Yellowbook is 100% recyclable

Tickets must be purchased by January 18, 2017.

For more information, call 503-357-3840. Select which phone books you wish to receive

at www.yellowpagesoptout.com
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Celebrate New Year’s Eve safely.

Ride free 8 p.m. to end ofiservice.

trimet.org/nye TRI@MET

Forest Grove City Library Happenings in January 2017

38th ANNUAL
B.E.A.R. Month

Be Enthusiastic

About Reading!

. Drop by the library for

e i bear-themed story

gt Pt ¢

times and other fun
ot
proyioct

... events all month long.

Super Celebration Evening at the Library

The Award-Winning
Oregon Shadow Theatre
will perform Jack and the Dragon
at 6:30 in the evening on
Wednesday, January 25, 2017
at the Forest Grove City Library
Arrive early to secure your free ticket to the show.

More about the show:

JACK AND THE DRAGON, performed by the

Oregon Shadow Theatre

The King and Princess Polly have varmint trouble.
Might be a pesky Unicorn. Could be a cantankerous
Giant Hog. Maybe a Fire-Breathing Dragon. Who
can deal with these troublesome varmints? Why,
Little Man Jack, of course, the world champion
varmint whacker!

Colorful
shadow
puppets and
live banjo and
hammer
dulcimer
music bring
this
Appalachian
fairy tale to
life.

Cultural Series Programs
Free & Open to the Public
6:30-8 PM
Rogers Room | Forest Grove Library

JANUARY 17: History, Art, Music &
McMenamins Reimagining a Masonic Rest Home
and other fun adventures with Tim Hills,
McMenamins Historian.

FEBRUARY 7: Worst Journeys, Epic tales of
ambition, valor, lunacy, and disaster in the Heroic
Age and beyond with Librarian Jim Jatkevicius

MARCH 7: A Visit from Mrs. Pittock Part Il
with Mary Hutchens as Mrs. Pittock

APRIL 4: The Storytelling Festival presents
Story teller Brianna Barrett

APRIL 25:
Steve Arndt

MAY 2: Reader’s Theatre presents “Madison
High is Cold,” a vintage radio play from the Our
Miss Brooks Series.

Oregon Ghost Towns with author

MAY 17: Hungrytown, a performance of original
folk music with the Vermont-based duo.

For more information, contact the

Forest Grove City Library
(503) 992-3337 or fgl-reference@wccls.org

Do you love nature, wetlands and wildlife?
Become a Volunteer Steward at Fernhill
Orientation Training on January 7, 2017,

10 am to 2 pm beginning at
Clean Water Services, 2550 SW Hillsboro Hwy, ending at
Fernhill Wetlands, 1399 SW Fern Hill Road, Forest Grove.

We are building a team of volunteers who will enjoy
Fernhill while helping visitors learn what is happening at
the natural treatment wetlands. You'll make friends, get
exercise and the benefits of being in nature, teach and
learn, and maybe even share your talents and expertise
at special events. Choose from a flexible schedule of 2-
hour volunteer shifts.

Volunteers will receive a 4-hour orientation with tasty
snacks and lunch. To apply to become a volunteer,
please contact volunteer coordinator Jan Curry

at fernhillvsp@gmail.com. Volunteers must pass a
background check. For more information about Fernhill,

please visit fernhillnts.org.
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