FYI Forest 6Grove...

New Year Opportunities with the Forest Grove City Library

Washington County.

Cooperative Library Services

2015 Teen Summer Reading

Artwork Contest:!

“Unmask!

Submit your original arfwork:
January 2 - February 14, 2015.

Visit wecls.org/isip
for contest detaqils.

Contest open fo alf Washington County
library card hoiders, ages 12-18
aof fime of subrnission.

Do you like books? Looking
for something fun and
interesting to do? Turn a
new page this year and
volunteer for the Forest
Grove City Library.

Learn new skills, meet new
people, add to your resume,
and help the Library help the
community. You'll discover
great new reads along the
way.

Volunteer opportunities include sorting and checking
in books, shelving, and keeping library collections in
order. We provide training in a friendly, supportive
atmosphere.

Volunteers should be at least thirteen years old, able
to volunteer for at least three months, and able to
commit to a regular schedule.

For more information or to apply, please contact the
Volunteer Coordinator at (503) 992-3302,
kmiddleton@forestgrove-or.gov, or see the City
website at www.forestgrove-or.gov.

GROW IT! 2015

Free gardening classes at

e the Forest Grove City Library
2114 Pacific Avenue

6:30to 8 pm

« Feb 25 Starting Seeds Indoors
e« Mar 17 Improving Your Soil

e« Apr21 Container Gardening

« May27 Growing Herbs

Presented by OSU Extension Service Master Gardeners
In partnership with: Dairy Creek Community Food Web
and Forest Grove Community Gardens.

For more information, contact the library at
(503) 992-3247 or e-mail fgl-reference@wccls.org

Forest Grove Conversations Student Contest

PRIVACY IN THE AGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Choices, Challenges and Consequences

Social networking sites such as Facebook and
Twitter have changed the way we look at privacy. Tell us,
or show us, what privacy means to you and how it affects
the way you use the Internet.

Who Can Apply? Students in grades 5-12 in Forest Grove
and surrounding communities

Guidelines: Students can submit essay, poster, or media
project. Submission guidelines and entry form available at
Forest Grove City Library and www.forestgrove-or.gov/library.
When is it due? February 20, 2015

Where do | send? Students can email submissions to
fgl-reference@weccls.org or bring projects to the Reference
Desk at Forest Grove City Library, located at 2114 Pacific
Avenue in Forest Grove.

Winners will be selected for grades 5-6, 7-8, and 9-12.
Submissions will be displayed in Library the week of March 1st.
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FYI Forest Grove...

Do you think you are paying too much for City Utilities?
Do you know what is included in your rates?
Do you know how your rates are determined?

Annual Town Meeting
DEVELOPING CITY UTILITY RATES

Sewer
Saturday, January 31, 2015
Water 9 AM to Noon
Forest Grove Community Auditorium
Electricity 1915 Main Street

Come; enjoy coffee and breakfast with your neighbors, city
council members, and city administrators. Learn what is
involved in developing Forest Grove’s Utility Rates for
sewer, water and electricity and what the future holds.

Presented by Committee for Citizen Involvement.
For more information, contact Community Development at 503.992.3227.

Japanese Cuisine Cooking Class
A Taste of Japan!

Saturday, February 28, 2015

11 am to 1 pm (creck-in begins at 10:30 a.m.)
Community Auditorium, 1915 Main Street, Forest Grove
Class Registration Fee: $30 (Student $25)

(Fee includes free chopsticks!)

Bring your apron and get ready to learn how to make traditional Japanese-style dishes!

The intent of the class is to raise monies to help fund the sister city student exchanges and to
learn more about international culture and the relationship that Forest Grove has with its Sister
City, Nyuzen, Japan. REGISTER TODAY! To register for the cooking class, contact the City
Recorder's Office, 1924 Council Street, 2" Floor, 503.992.3235, email aruggles@forestgrove-
or.gov, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Class registration fee must be paid at
the time of registration and class fee is non-refundable. To learn more about the Japanese
Cooking Class, making a donation, or becoming a member of the Sister Cities Committee, please
email Sandy Garcia, Sister Cities Committee President, at graysandrapear|@gmail.com.
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FYI Forest Grove...

On December 8, 2014, the City Council voted to increase electric rates effective January 15, 2015. Customers
will see the increased electric rates on their March bills. Residential rates were increased by seven percent.
Commercial and industrial customer rates were increased by five percent. Traditionally, the City has only raised rates
to pass increased power costs from Bonneville Power Administration through to customers. However, with growing
infrastructure needs such as replacing three aging substation transformers and rebuilding two of its three substations
along with rising costs of power, capital and operation, the City needed to re-evaluate its current rates. The substation
and transformer replacement project is projected to cost approximately $3.8 million so it is a major capital project for the
City. The transformers being replaced range in age from 43 to 53 years old.

The City hired FCS Group to conduct a cost of service and rate study. The study looked at projected operating,
power, and capital costs necessary while still allowing the City to maintain a proper level of reserves for the electric
utility over the next four years. The City looked at the revenue necessary to meet the goal of continuing to provide
highly reliable power to its customers while trying to minimize future rate increases. The study determined that an
average six percent (6%) increase in electric rates was necessary over the next four years to meet the utility’s
obligations while maintaining sufficient reserves. The electric utility currently has about $6 million in reserves. Over the
next four years, the study projects that $2.1 million in reserves will be used to help fund the capital projects. The use of
these reserves helped to keep the rate increases from being greater than the amounts the study recommended.

Does this mean the City will raise rates over the next four years at the amount recommended in the study? No,
the City has only increased electric rates as January 15, 2015. Future rate increases will be presented to the City
Council on an annual basis for its approval. Staff now has a model it can use to review electric rates and will update
the model annually to see what level of rate increase might be needed. If actual results show that a lower rate increase
is needed in future years, the lower increase is what the City Council will be asked to approve.

Residential rates are being increased more than commercial and industrial rates because the study showed
that residential customers were not paying their costs of using the system when the study was done. Rates are
essentially charged by two components: 1) a monthly fixed customer charge, and 2) an energy charge. The monthly
fixed customer charge was increased by more than the six percent average while the energy charge was increased by
less than the six percent average. The purpose of this was to give the electric utility a more stable revenue source to
help pay for the higher capital costs needed over the next four years. The table below compares current and newly
adopted electric rates.

Current Rates Rates as of January 15, 2015
Residential
Monthly Meter Charge $13.26 per month $16.00 per month
0-1,000 kWh 5.27 cents per kWh 5.48 cents per kWh
1,001+ kWh 6.20 cents per kWh 6.45 cents per kWh

General Service

Single-phase service meter

$15.26 per month

$18.41 per month

Three-phase service meter

$23.89 per month

$28.83 per month

Energy charge 5.91 cents per kWh 6.07 cents per kWh
Large Commercial and Industrial

Monthly Meter Charge $49.99 per month $60.00 per month

Heavy Load Hours 4.23 cents per kWh 4.43 cents per kWh

Light Load Hours 3.52 cents per kWh 3.69 cents per kWh

Demand Charge $5.79 $6.06
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STARS IN THE GROVE

Community Variety Show
February 28, 2015, 7:30 pm

Pacific University
Taylor-Meade Performing Arts Center
2014 Cedar Street, Forest Grove

AUDITIONS

Tues, January 27 and Thurs, February 5
both days from 5 to 7 pm
Forest Grove School District Office Grove Room

Contact Forest Grove-Cornelius Chamber of Commerce
for audition form and additional information

director@yvisitforestgrove.com
503-357-3006

Pacifi L
Ul?lc\:/leISSlt)ﬂ

Chamber of Commerce

NEWS-TIMES

FGHS 2015 GRAD NIGHT FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES www.fghsgradnight.com

THEATRE
INTHE
GROVE

RESTAURANT NIGHTS: 4:30to 7:30 PM
Pizza Schmizza: Tuesday, Jan 27, 2015
FGHS seniors will receive 25% of the proceeds.
Call ahead (503) 359-5320 and pick up your order
between 4:30 and 7:30 pm. Does not include
deliveries. Download the flyer from www.fghsgradnight.com
or bring this insert with you to make sure GRAD
NIGHT receives the appropriate credit.

p

Phil’s Subs — Tuesday, Feb 17, 2015

Phil will contribute 20% of the sales to the FGHS Grad
Night party! Call ahead (503) 359-1500 and pick up
between 4:30-7:30PM or come in and enjoy!

HOLIDAY PIE SALES: JAN 20-FEB 20, 2015
Download order form at www.fghsgradnight.com
* Fruit Pies, 40 oz: $15

Fruit Cobbler, 26 oz: $10

Cream Pies $15 Chocolate Sinsation & Lemon Silk
Quick Frozen Fruit, 2 Ib: $8

Mini Pies (6 per case): $30

Support a FGHS Senior: Write their name on order form;
for every 10 items sold, they receive $10 discount off
grad night ticket price.

*

L L

All pies/cobblers are handmade in Salem, Oregon, use only
natural ingredients, are Trans-fat free, low in added sugar and
have dairy-free pie crust options available.
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