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Sprucing Up the Grove 2010 
Hello from Pacific University! My name is Alex Oletzke and I am one of the New Student Orientation Coordinators. As we 
approach the beginning of the academic year, we are preparing to welcome upwards of 500 new students to the Pacific and 
Forest Grove communities. I am writing to you today regarding our annual “Sprucing Up the Grove” community service project. 
This is an annual service project in which our new students, athletic teams, student mentors, and alumni board members devote a 
day to helping those in the community who need a little “sprucing.”  As a way to build a strong sense of community, we are 
gearing up for this service project to take place on Saturday, August 28, from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm.  

We are currently in the process of gathering projects that will provide a service to individuals and organizations in the area and 
connect the students with their new community. The type of projects we are looking for should meet the following criteria: 

• Can be accomplished within a five-hour period by 10-15 people 
• Can be accomplished safely with minimal supervision 
• Are preferably close to the Pacific University, Forest Grove campus 
• Benefit a group or an individual who cannot otherwise perform these tasks alone 
• Encourage collaboration between students and community members 
• Foster a safer, more livable environment 
• Connect the value of this effort to the objectives of new students at Pacific University. 
 

I am hoping that you may be able to suggest individuals or organizations who need our assistance, in keeping with the criteria 
mentioned above. If you have any questions about the project or suggestions about project sites, please call the Pacific University 
Orientation Office at 503-352-3040 or email at orientation@pacificu.edu by July 30th. We are looking forward to working with 
you in an effort to create a strong sense of community between Pacific University and the residents and businesses of Forest 
Grove. I hope to hear from you soon!  Sincerely,  Alex Oletzke, New Student Orientation Co-Coordinator, 503-352-3040, 
orientation@pacificu.edu.  

FYI Forest Grove . . . 

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS PILOT PROGRAM 
Does your sidewalk need repair?  Property owners are responsible for 
the sidewalks adjacent to their property, and could be liable if someone 
were to trip or become injured on a sidewalk in poor condition.   The 
City is embarking on a pilot program to facilitate the repair of sidewalks 
on a city-wide basis.  Each property owner would be responsible for 
paying for the repair, but the City would hire and coordinate the work.  
The average cost per homeowner is estimated to be about $2,100, and 
the sidewalk repair would happen sometime in October.   Interested 

property owners will be asked to sign a contract with the City, agreeing to the repair and agreeing to 
pay the cost either in full or financed over five or ten years.   
For more information, see the Engineering Department’s section on the City’s website,  
http://www.forestgrove-or.gov/city-services/engineering-sidewalk-improvement-program.html or call 
503-992-3228.  Interested in participating?  Please indicate below and mail back with your Utility Bill 
or drop off at City Hall.  Cut off and return the slip below. 
 

--------------------———————------------------------------Cut Here--------------———————----------------------------------- 

Interested in participating?  Please indicate below and mail back with your Utility Bill. 
 � Yes!  I’m interested this summer.      �  I’m interested, but maybe next year. 
 

Name:____________________________     Address:_______________________________ 

mailto:orientation@pacificu.edu�
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FYI Forest Grove . . . 
ELECTION FOR CITY COUNCIL POSITIONS 

On November 2, 2010, the citizens of Forest Grove will vote to fill the position of Mayor and 
three City Councilor positions (Mayor Peter Truax, Councilors Thomas Johnston, Camille Miller, and Ronald 
Thompson are eligible for re-election).  Even though November seems a long way from today, now is the time 
to begin the process for those interested in serving as Mayor or a City Councilor.  A person seeking a City of 
Forest Grove elective office must be a registered voter and must be a resident of Forest Grove, residing for at 
least one year immediately preceding the election, and must file by petition and collect 25 certified signatures 
from Forest Grove registered voters.  The City has no filing fees.  Each position carries a four-year term, 
expiring November, 2014.  The positions are elected from the City at-large and candidates who receive the 
highest number of votes are elected.   
 

The City of Forest Grove has a Council-Manager form of government.  Elected officials decide the policies and 
goals for the City and a professional management team, under the direction of the City Manager, carries out the 
Council’s policies and objectives.  Council meetings are normally held in the evening twice a month on the 
second and fourth Monday of each month.  In addition to attending Council meetings, Councilors are asked to 
serve as a liaison to an advisory board, committee, or commission and attend meetings at least once a month.  
Mayor position is paid $150.00 per month stipend and Councilor position is paid $100.00 per month stipend and 
the option to enroll in the City’s health insurance plan. 
 

Filing for Candidacy Packets are currently available at the City Recorder’s Office, 1924 Council Street, during 
normal business hours.  A prospective petition may be filed beginning Tuesday, July 6, 2010, at 8:00 a.m. and 
a completed petition, along with 25 certified signatures, must be filed no later than Tuesday, August 24, 2010, 
at 5:00 p.m. Please contact the City Recorder’s Office at 503-992-3235 for additional information.  

HELP PLAN the FUTURE of 
FOREST GROVE 

 

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSES: 
AUGUST 4 - Natural Systems 

AUGUST 18 - Built Environment 
SEPTEMBER 1 - Community Prosperity 

5:30 - 7:00  PM 
Community Auditorium 

1915 Main Street 
 

• Learn About Forest Grove and Provide 
Your Thoughts About How We Grow 

• Ask about the City’s Land Use Plan Update 
For more information, call 

Community Development, 503.992.3227 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
AUGUST 3, 2010 

7 to 10 PM 
LINCOLN PARK 

 

Join the Forest Grove Police 
for an evening to promote  
awareness, safety, neighbor-
hood unity and partnerships 
between community and 
police.  A variety of activities 

are planned for citizens and their families including a 
Skateboard Competition by Danger Valley, musician 
Michael Castenello, the Revolver Band (Beatle Tribute 
& 60’s music), free barbecue, inflatable rides, activity 
booths, vehicle displays, free bike helmets for youth 
under 16 years of age and much, much more. For 
more info contact Forest Grove Police at 503-992-
3260. 

    CITY OFFERS SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS  
   PILOT PROGRAM   See Back for more information ... 
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