
For information about operating a business in Forest Grove, contact the 
Forest Grove Economic Development Partnership, (503) 992.3293 or 
(503) 357.3006, or email jking@forestgrove-or.gov

BUSINESS SUCCESS STORIES

Viasystems
In the late 1970s, with demand for printed circuit boards (PCBs) 
climbing steadily, the grandfather of Washington County’s electronics 
industry, Tektronix, had growing pains. As a result, it relocated its 
PCB division to nearby Forest Grove – the western edge of what 
would become the Northwest’s “Silicon Forest” cluster of high-tech 
companies.

Using the latest technology, the company developed 250,000 square 
feet of manufacturing and 60,000 square feet of office space on a 
pristine 75-acre campus off Highway 47, taking residence in 1981. By 
1994, when PCB technology and demand was making meteoric leaps, 
the company went public and Merix was created. In the following 
decade it would add facilities in the U.S. and Asia, tripling its workforce 

and manufacturing space, before merging in 
2010 with Viasystems.

Viasystems’ Forest Grove site produces 
technologically advanced PCBs for use 
in a diverse range of products, including 
telecommunications, medical, military and 
defense equipment, as well as automotive and 
consumer electronics.

With a sizable campus that houses up to 
1,200 employees, Viasystems depends 
heavily on Forest Grove utilities and public 
services. “The local power company provides 
reliable and cost effective electricity and 
responsive customer service,” says General 
Manager Tom Steele. “That’s vital to high-
tech manufacturers like us.” Equally crucial 
is the assistance provided by the local fire 
department to assure Viasystems’ facilities 

meet rigorous standards of health and safety for employees, he says.

The company attracts many of its highly-skilled employees from the 
local community, while others are drawn from the rest of the Portland 
metropolitan area. A number of Viasystems managers live in Forest 
Grove because of the quality of life it has to offer. 

Viasystems prides itself on being an engaged part of this vibrant 
small town. With staff serving on the board of the local chamber 
of commerce and on the Forest Grove Economic Development 
Commission (EDC), the company remains dedicated to the needs and 
growth of local commerce, says Marilyn Stowers of Viasystems’ Staff 
Administration. And through donations and volunteer work, it supports 
a variety of events to showcase the many special traits of Forest Grove.  

At a glance
Based in St. Louis, Missouri, Viasystems 
Group, Inc., is a leading global 
manufacturer of printed circuit boards 
(PCBs) and provider of an extensive range 
of related products, including backplane 
assemblies, cabinets and enclosures, racks, 
and more. By acquiring Forest Grove-based 
Merix in 2010, the company was able to 
further diversify its served markets and 
customer base, expanding its manufacturing 
footprint in China and acquiring specialized 
PCB “quick turn” capacity in the U.S.

More recently, the acquisition in 2012 
of DDi Global allowed Viasystems to 
dramatically expand its manufacturing 
capabilities. In total, Viasystems now 
operates 12 dedicated PCB facilities in 
North America and Asia, leveraging both 
leading edge technology and high volume 
capacity locations to provide customers 
with an array of products and possibilities. 
Through its Electro-Mechanical Solutions 
division, it also operates three dedicated 
manufacturing locations in Asia and Mexico.

Viasystems’ quality products can be found 
in telecommunications, medical (e.g., CT, 
MRI), military and defense equipment, as 
well as automotive and consumer electronics.  
The company employs 14,000 worldwide.

VIASYSTEMS
1521 Poplar Lane
Forest Grove, OR 97116
tel. (503) 359.9300
www.viasystems.com

The local 
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