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Lo Grondes Flnoric P/e5e&ollon elforl
revol'es o,olnd ih Downlown D strlct, wh ch
wds Federo y ned in 1999 lLo G/onde doer
nol h.v€ ils own hslo[cregkter:lhey consider
o b! dng hhlorc I ll w.s blil prior to 19501.
Ai one lme, Lo Gbnde wdr Oregon s folrth
brg€n cit. As lhe hlb of eonem Oregof
il wos o noilral stopping polnt for peope
trdvelino benreer Porllondond Boise. doho
Bll lme5 chonqed ond so dl.l eco.omic
conditionji the . llzers ol Lo Gronde lel lhe
need 1o revilo ue ihe r.ommunity oncl ottrocl
busine$es downlow. The Downlown H nofc

La Crande

whotdo rhe Oregon citie!ofAshlond, Anord.
Baker Cily, Jockson!lle, Lo Gronde, oregon
Cly dnd P€ndeion hove ir commor? They
o hole noteworlhy progroms in hklodc

lNrBl

properly owne^ preserye the chorocler or th€
h noric downlown. S mi or io Forest Crole s
Renovoilon GronJ progrom, the Fo9ode
lmprovemenl Progrom provides flndng 1o
moke improvemen15 thdt ore consistenl wiJh
ihe orchiiectura herloge of Ld Grondes
historcb! d ngs. Sircethe Downtown Hhtoi.
Disnct les w]1hir the lmlch orge4 Urbon
Renewo Disiict. lhe Facdde mproleme.i
Prooram con be flnded rroh properiy laxes
collected in the Urbon Rerewo DBtici
tost yeor, Lo Cronde bldgered $s0 oco
lcompored wiilr Fo.e+ Grove s $/,s00lror 1h€
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Dndc l  ! themonvs ibeospecto f  lhse f fo r t .

B!1 to otl;blte the ciy s reviloliz.iion soeLy
lo ih rlcce$lll Downlown Hdodc Distrlct
would be simp siic La Cron.le.orsdea il5



Foeode mprovemenl Pfogrom. rhs lundifg
was qlickly spent on o vor ety of prolech.
Mory propedy owneu like lhk progrom,
becolse sohe ol the loxe5 lhey p.y con

For onother exomp e of o m!l!oly-benefclo
portneEhip, coniider lhe bu d ng ownerwho
wosconcerned oboll lheprohib live cosl of
resio.inq 30windows n o molli-story. hisloric

Mony prcpet'y owners fike the
Foedde lmprovemenl Prcgrcm,
becouse some of lfie loxea lfiey poy
cdn dhec|y benelit thei propetie..

to properly owne6 becolse ol lhe llrdinq
they could receive ihrough the Fogode

AnotherodvonJogeof theCily s brood-bqsed
opprooch to funding hhJodc renovotion
co. be 5een in then morkelirg ond lounsm
socce$es. With its lncreosed tox b4e ond
oddlono lnvenmenl do d6, Lc crdnde
is obe 10 morkel ns downlown os o distircl
deni.oUon, * opposed lo hovi.g ndlvlduol
busi.e$es ponoling ihemselves seporoiely:
Its o dslincJion hovirq o b!5ine$ in the
Downtown Nklorco DknicJ thol con drcw
clnome6 from locol slrip mol5. The clly
odvedl5es lh Downtown Httodc Dislrctin3igns
or  neody  r34 ; lhe  s igns  hepdrow touns  to

Lo Grorde ho5 o Londmorks Commsion
simi or to Foresl Grove\ HLB. Their pdmory
€sponsibilily is lo revlew ony p@ject rhol
reqoires o pemit ond which offech the
exierioc of hhioic properties in the Downlown
Histo c Distrlct The Commission ensures ihoi
p.ojecT objecllves ore in oig.menl with ClTy

Poinlng projech are incuded n the
Commisson smondote Propelry owne6 wo*
ln podnenh p with the Commhsion Jo onive ol
mutloly berefciol soiulion5. For exompe,
roiher ihon gelling cduqhi up in Jhe ocluol
seecUon ol pdlnt coio6, owneE ore reretred
Jo poettes of hhtorc coloE lhoi mony polnj
siorei monloln {lhere k o requnement lhol o
moxim!m of three.oloE be !sed, lhough). The
common sense bollom lineshored by owne6
ond ihe Commisson o ke is thal buildings
mu5t ook good olter ihey ore painted!

oppeoronce ol
histo colly occurote

windows Atd nocUon ollhecosl, thedeci5 on
wosreoched by lhe Londmork5 Commisson
ond the bliding owner 1o use the odjfciol
wirdows on the buildino! lpper ioo6,
ond 10 lse hhtoncov-acclrole, wooden
windows exc usive y oJ lhe sJreet evel. The
poiect wo5 s!bsequerty owoided f!rdirg
rrom rhe Foaode rmprovemenl Progrom.

t \ah $hoal h a,od4 a2 Ptbrhhd tt reft Pho@ ca , sotd,. .

rhe Lo Gronde Lordmorks commksion
o so puEues olher pojeck. rhey conducl
hislorlco y reloled wolking tou6 ond hep
provide ploques ond morke6 lhot hove
beer s kicreened or ioser eiched in woo.l
They oso sponsored lhe developmenT of
the historic presedotion reloled slo.dords
lodsirolly coed Deslsn Guldei.et lhot
were olerodopJed by ihe Cily,
A Suc.esJu, OutcoDe
Lo cronde\ hsloric preseryotion proqrdm
hos been o succe$. li s ro wonder lhoi
propelf/ owne6 dppreciole lhe beneiG
or the Dow.iown HGio c Disidct ond the



ddd t ond ilnding r6uce repr*en1e.l by lhe
FoCode mprovemeni Progromr La c.onde!
bu dlngs gel renore.l, property vaues
ncr€a5€ ord so does |re Cly\ 1or bote.
L€$ longbe b l t  none lhee$ beneaco.
Lo Gronde\ hislorlc presefrolion prolecl k
o solrce of civlc pide Hisiorlc renoroilon
con .ko drow tox c.edlls 10 reole.l projech
whch n luF bring more investmenl lnio the

Asolno n.le, LoCron.le !n keForcnCrove
hos nolhng like ou E,c Slewo,t col€ction
of historc documents. They do have d
co eclion or photoqrophs. tholgh. mony .r
whch hdve been plb shed n panphets by
lh6 Londmarls Commilso. sody $me ol
lhe pholos .re o sour.e .f oment. os Jhey
document olhlondlng hnoicol properlier
thoi hove snce been demolithed lt is olr
fe f ren ihope ih .Jwtho! rownHs iorcDs l r l c t j
Design G!'Je nes ond+ho knowFo wel-
flnded Foeode lmprovemeni Progrom le
Lo Gronde s, lhol s miof f.te5 do not .w.it
Forer 6rove 5 hislorc €gocie5.

molng wenword Mr Brown r home beinq
o mon commodiou3 dwe ng. i1 eody on
became o nolurd nopove/ f.r ie wedry
emlgronTlroinnove e6, mubnolns,.n.l heoviy
laden,,eighl wosons Mr. Srowf hosploble
and ever eager lo offord occommodolon5
lo vi5ilo6 thus enob shed . honelry
Mr Brown become o eoding lgure ln ihe

il become the genero
procl ce to referlo lhe selt em
Town or Brownsvllle." Fowever there
w.s oreody o Brownrvie n Lnf c.!n]y n
tlenem o/egon whe. il becone nece$ory

Lo Gronde's Eor y Doys

The d5iinclion belween Ol.l Town ond New
Iown La Grcnde dd noi come lnlo being
lntil .Jier lhe otrvo oJ llre ro rood i. 1434.

retie, hdd b!i hL lhe compioint stoted fhot she wos
home $ the tor being ,ndicted for keeping o house of

f:"".#,Ji1l.:l iI tome tot the pueoses or prostitution.

lo formo y nome the lown the Posi Off.e
Depodfreil decreed lhol some more
da nciive n.me would hove io be selecl€.]
A young Fre.chmo.worlivlng in L. Grdndeor
thn hme ofcl h€ wos erlrovogonl in h(proher
ot lhe beouly of ihe Gronde Ro.de Vo ey
os seen irom rhe heighh ol od Town Nis
u5e of ihe Fre.di phrose Lo Cronde in this
.on.ecl on w!5 fomil or io o ol the resldenls.
When o meeti.q was .o ed to dic!$ o
nome for lhe pcn oflce lJ ieemed q!il6
poper to !s€ hn descriplve ond ologelher
ap i  phrare  d  ihe  name fo r  lhe .omn! . ty
But llile con n.w be leorne.l of th s ndvduo
olher lhon lhol hn nom€ wos Chories Douse.
The busine$€nobhhmen15of eo.y Lo Grorde
were mony ond most or lhem oppeor to
hove been roiherephemero n chorocter. A
bllchershop ope.eC in l362o.d o yeor oler
rherd  ve ,ynob|ewosb!  L  Oo lsor lhenobe
sod tor 20 cenJe o pound afd the nondord
.ri.rge ro/ hdy rof one cnino per night wos
one dolor One doy n 1363 on enlerp.i ng
geftemo! come throlgh Lo Gronde wiTh
a wogon lood of cols whiclr lre wos obe
lo rell ai erl.emey high pices. Ben Brown
bolghl o.e for lris ch dren, for nlne doLou
iheeodysetlre6 of Lo Grondewere oppo/ently
con.emed oboli lhe ccmmunilys high
moral llondords Fo y cold /ecords 5hcw
lhot lhere were mony.rens for s!.h s!nday
ofienses os Keeping o store open, o..l

thisofience Twoyeo6 oJerdwomon.f lome
nolorety oro!.d Lo Cronde by the nom-- of
B ddy ooh wor indicl€d tor keep ng. h.!re
oi rome. n or.lerthol there be no qlenion
oboll whol th€ Slole coimed she wos glity
oi th€ .omp o nJ wos omended by slol ng lhol
she wor beng indcled lor keeping o holse
oi fome ior lhe purposes ol prosllllJion
.lomes F. Sloter, oler !S Senolor Sl.Jer wos
ihe proseclto. rhe lury folnd her glity,
bll lrr€ jldse was evderty tendeFheorted
on.l lned her ofy gl00 ior her dereiclons.
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