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The Tillamook Forest Center and The Tillamook Burn
by George Cushing

Oregonians are fortunate to have recentl-v
acquired the Department of Forestrl, 'g
Ti l lamook Forest  Center .  Set  on the banks
of the Wilson River in a €lrove of trees planted
by schoolchilclren 50 -years ago, the Til lamook
Forest Center offers a series of excellent exhibits
tbcusing on Oregon's tbrests ancj the pioneers
who settled ttrere.

The Center u,as constructed
recvcled building products
and through the reuse
of local materials; it was
des igne r l  a round  the
concept of sustarnabil itv
a n d  m i n i m a l  d i s r u p t i o n
to the environment. One
example of this is the
65,00O-gal lon pond located
near the entrance. The
pond collects and stores
rainwater off the roof for
the Center's r, l.ater needs,
which include both the
sprinkler system and the
toilets. The fire department
a lso uses the pond as a
reselvolr.

The Forest Center boasts
a climbable, 4O-foot tall
replica of a fire watch tourer
and a dramatic 2SO-foot-
long pedestrian suspensron
bridge (which leads from
the building across the
Wilson River to the Wilson
River Trail and nearby
Jones Creek Campground).
The iookout torver is an
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enticement to today's children and young at
heart to rush from the nearbv parking lot and
explore. The relaxing pond surrounding the
entrance to the Center affords a quiet moment
for those who prefer to see the tower from the
grouncl.

The Center ofl-ers a variet\, of options to help us
better understand this forest recreation area and
the pioneers who originalh' settled it. We learn

about new techniques
in both frre fighting and
forest management.
We begin to real ize just
how much we depend
on this forest through
a variety of interactive
exhtbits. A major
portion of the Forest
Center exists to tell the
story of the Tillamook
Burn (in fact, the story
is so dramatic that
in 199 1 the Oregon
Legislature mandated

that the story be told).
Inside, close to the
main entrance, sits a
small theater where
a brief history of the
Til lamook Burn is
reenacted. The violent
sounds of the raging
fire superimposed over
actual f i lm footage give
the illusion that you
are actual ly  there. . . .

The series of four wild
fires in the Oregon
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Coastai Range
that destroyed
a total area
of  355,000
acres of old
growth timber
is collectively
known as the
Til lamook Burn.

On a hot, dry
day in Gales
Creek Canyon on
Augus t  14  1933 ,
the first fire r.vas
started. A steel
cable dragging
a fallen Douglas
fir rubbed on

the dry bark of a u,'ind fallen snag. The snag
burst into flame. For the next three weeks the
fire burned unabated unti l i t was extinguished
by seasonal rains. The fire consumed 240,000
acres. Debris from the fire reached ships 500
miles at sea. Ashes. cinders and the charred
needles of trees fell in the streets of Til lamook.
In i  933 dol lars,  the loss in  processed lumber
rvas estimatecl to have been $442.4 mill ion. To a
state 

"vhose 
economic mainsta-v rvas the timber

industry, this w-as a catastrophic loss.

The second hre,  having burned 190,000 acres
before being extinguished, u' 'as started in 1939,
allegedly by another logging operation.
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The third flre was started six years later
and was perhaps the best known because
it affected much of the forested mountains
along the highways between Portland and
popular beachfront recreational destinations.
This devastation remained visible to travelers
through the area as late as the mid-1970s.
The last f ire started in 1951, but burned onh'
32.7OO acres.

The devastation caused by the Til lamook Burn
was so complete that property owners were
literally burned out and could not afford to pay
the taxes on their land. The state ended up
foreclosing on the properties, and in 1973 the
forest became the Til lamook State Forest.

Today, the Til lamook State Forest is the
largest state-owned forest in Oregon. A huge
reforestation effort was authorized by the
Legislature in 1949. More than 72 nlllnon
seecll ings were planted over the next 23 years.
The reforestation effort was meant to propel
the forest back to its original, harvestable,
condition. Interestingly, the reforestation
project neglected to include cedar or hemlock
seedlings; onlr' '  Douglas fir seedlings \ ' 'ere
planted, thus altering the mix of trees that
composed the original forest. Because of the
lack of variety, the forest's future economic
viabil it.y is sti l l  in question.

The Til lamook Forest Center is a special place
to develop a deeper connection with Oregon's
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forests through experience and exploration. No other place in Oregon or the Northvu'est provid.es the
forest-based learning opportunities to be found at the Tillamook Forest Center. They are open daily from
10 am to 6 pm (Memorial Day to Labor Day) and Wednesdal'through Sunday, 1O am to 4 pm after Labor
Dav. We hope to see vou there!

tonight bttt tt's too H-O-7.
But thtnk I'll go sometime this
tueek.

I haue been told that theg are
uery good singers. Haue gou
euer heard them? I think that
the, Vies' hatte heard them

fromtuhat theg satd.

S/e11a ls aufully cute u.thg
didn't you fall head ouer
heels in loue eith her? Ha!!
Ha!l!! WeIl Fntz I presume-

Aou can hardlg read tuhat I
haue scnbbled nou as I am
utnting uith the tablet on
nty knee, in a most unhartdg
position, so must c/ose.

I presttme your Voice cartoort
tutl l come out rtext week. I
am uatching for it.

Euer Your, Ruth

New Grunt Funding Available
As r ros l  readers  know.  the  l l i s to r ic  l ,andrnarks  Board
operates a renovation grant proqram to help propert) owners
oflset the cost of doing historical ly accurate renclvation
pro.iects. Ihis moncl is provided by the waste transfer
s ta t ion  on  the  lvcs t  s ide  o l ' town and is  handed ou t  to  var ious
qroups by the cit-v counci l .  So rvith each new f iscal year.
the t l t . t l  gets rene\led funding - this year our grant was
S10.000!  Have a  pro . iec t  tha t  you 've  been th ink ing  about
taking care of on your historic hclrne? Come talk to us.
We'l l  reimburse up to half  the cclst of the work. Contact
Janres Reitz at -s0-l-992-32:l : l  fbr rrtore information.

Letters From The Attic
b i  C indy  K is t l e r

Wandering through the
a t t i c  t he  o the r  dav .  I
came upon a series clf
old letters that my aunt
Ruth had written long
ago. The letters span a
number of decades and
speak mainlv of day to
cia1, l i fe in Forest G.ove.
This one,  dated August
6 1902 is acldressed to
Fr i tz ,  Ruth 's  beau.

Dear Fritz,

Oh! What beautiful
uteather rDe ere hauingl.
The Old Pctcifc is uerg
beauti.fi-tl. There are. 15
terts on. the beach..
Theg are nearly all
Forest (]roue people But
tlrcg seem uerg shtgh [stc]
for some cause. I haue
g ott e n ctc quain.t e d witlt
Hugh Vie and uttJe and sister Estellct. I like tlLern
prettg Luell. Haimers Israhaurs and Hgdis are
camping near us, but haun't gotten acquainted
tuith he girls yet and don't kow as I sltctll. A week
ago last Sundag there was a large tuhale (ges, a
rectl whale) came in ouer the bar 50 or 60 ft long
He tuas a dandg.

I haue been home once since I came dotun tct the
beach.

The Beck quartet are at Bag Crtg now stnging Jbr
camp meeting. I thought of goirtg up to hear them
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The Forest Grove Historic Lsndmurks Board Grant Progrum
Is your house on our local register? l f  i t  is.  did you know that your house is el ig ible fbr restorat ion /  reha-
bi l i tat ion grant funding? The Histor ic Landmarks Board has tunds to help you r.r ' i th your projects.  I f  you
are planning any exter ior restorat ion work such as restor ing architectural  l -eatures or i f  you have structural
work to do such a fbundat ion repair .  we'd love to help. We fund projects up to 50% of the cost of  the job

per grant.  Come see usl  We can also help you f ind histor ical l l ,appropriate solut ions to any problems you
may lrave.
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