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The A.T. Smith House (see story p. 2)

The Historic Landmarks Board:

Its Origin and Reason for Being

Why: Thc State o1'Orcgon passcd enabling legisla-

ticln murc than a dccade ago that required local ctlmmu-

nitics to creatc some moans to idontify, dcsignate, and

prolcct local landnterks.

How: Folkrwing that dircction, the City o1'Forest

Grove enactcd a zoning ordinance in l9tt6 ctlvering

historic landmarks. The City Council recognizcd that the

heritage and character of Forest Grove warranted

protcction and preservation. The ordinancc, therelbre,

initiated a comprehensive program tO idcntify, designatc,

and protect thc history, culture, archaeology, architec-

ture, and landscape ofthc city.

What: To that cnd. the ordinance also created a

Historic l-andmarks Board, composed of soven members

appointed by the City Council. The Board is authorized

to maintain an inventory clf historic and cultural land-

marks and to recomntend to the Council those landmarks

that meet specific historic or cultural criteria. The Board

is further required to regulate and protect those land-

marks through a review and approval or disapproval of

proposed exterior changes to historic landmarks.

Finally: The Board hopes to secure though this

media and others the views of owners of landmarks and

the public regarding the community's cultural, historic,

and scenic values, and to better inventory and evaluate

all historic landmarks.
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National Historic PreservationWeek
May 12-19 is the week set aside by the US Depart-

ment of lnterior and the National Parks Service as the
time to reflect upon the assets that we have in historic
structures and places in our country. This may sound like
it has nothing to do with Forest Grovo, but it does.

In our town, there are cight buildings that have been
dcsignated as National Hisloric Register Properties.
These eight buildings have been deemed as important to
all Americans, not just the people of Forcst Grovc. Next
time you are on Main Strcct, look to thc building most ol
us know as "Grove Furniture" and be awarc that i( is a
national treasure. Frlr more infilnnation on lho other
seven nationally recognized buildings in town, contact

anyone on the Forest Grove Historic I-andntarks Board.

Historic Preservation Week in Forest Grove

This yczLr the I-andmarks Board, in conjunction with

the City of Forcsl Grove, is proud to announcc thc

establishment of an award to honor individuals who have

shown outstanding achievement in historic preservation

in Forest Grove. Thc award is 1o bc titlod "The Eric G.
Stewart Award."

The first recipient is to be the late Eric Stewart. No
one better exemplifies the intent behind thc award than
he. Eric dev0tcd years ofeffort in researching and
collecting old photographs, land deeds, and ccmetery
records. Anyone who ever went to one of his slide shows
always came away wilh a renewed interest in historic

Forest Grove. Eric was a gift to our town.
The Eric G. Stewart award will be presented at the

City Council meeting on May 13. We hope to have the
award permanently located in the Forest Grove I-ibrary
for public viewing.

Also during Preservation Week, look for our historic
landmarks display at the library.
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The A.T. Smith House
The A.T. Smith house is located at the southern end

of Elm Street. Built in i856 by Alvin and Abigale Smith,

it is Forest Grove's best example of a Greek Revival

residence, and the home 0f the first white settlers near

Forest Grove. The house is listed on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Propenics.

Born in Connecticut in 1802, Alvin was ftained as a

carpenter. ln 7827 he moved to Illinois where he was a

farmer and was married to Abigale. In 1840, they made

the difficult journey westward inspired by their dream tlf

being missionaries to the Indians. In 1841, the Smiths

arrived in Forest Grove and took a land claim of 640

acres at the sitc of the present housc.

April9, 1852: Did r:ltores abottl hom.e.

I0: Did the sttme und bargainetl with Mr. Patrick Cain

for the Lumberfor mv hrnrse - cedor ut 25 dolhrs per

thousantl, fir and olher Lumber ut I5 dollars per tlrcnt-

sand and cedur shing,les ut 5 dollars per thousand.

29: Worked uI my new' lrortse.

30: Did ll're stme rmtl went Io see the survevor ntn llte

third township line south of the Buseline. Mude u

contract with F.W. Brown for my bruter, 3 m,onllts aI

50 cts a Lb.
-From the diarlt oJ.Alvin Thompson Smith

Over the years, thrce separate houses werc built on

their propc(y. Thc flrst house was a makeshill shack'

mcrely dcsigned to sholter thc new arrivals from the

weather. Upon complction, thoy immediately bcgan to

build their second house. This was a log houso intendcd

to be lived in fbr abOut ten years, or htlwever long it took

the couple to build and profit liom thcir farm. As soon a^s

the couple was ostablished, they built their third house,

intended to tre their permanent lamily home. Today only

the third housc exists.
When the Smiths arrived, they attempted to begin an

Indian mission on their property. Although the mission

did not succeed, the Smiths raised numerous orphans in

their home and helped found the school that eventually

became Pacific University. Alvin was also a prominent

leader in local, county, and provisional governments.

Much is known about the Smiths and other early

settlers in Forest Grove because Alvin kept a daily diary

from i840 until 1885. The original diary is kept at the

Oregon Historical Society in Portland. A copy can be

read at the Pacific University l-ibrary in the Archives.

So,You Own a Historic Landmark
Owners of historic landmarks in Forest Grove have

chosen their buildings and treasure them. Other residents

of Forest Grove also esteem the historic ambience of our

town. Visitors come to Forest Grclve to enjoy seeing Our

buildings, and visiting them if they arc open for tours.
We may have more buildings of cultural significance

than most other Oregon towns of our size.

What does it mean to own a "historic landmark?" In

1974, Oregonians voted to establish 19 land use goals.

Goal -5 created thc framework hy which local communi-

ties cstablished procedures to idcntily and protect hisloric

buildings. Foresl Grove first establishcd a landmarks list

in 1986. After a second survey and cvaluation, moro

buildings wcrc added in 199-5. Sonte 67 buildings

throughout Forest Grove arc now historic landmarks.

Eight of thesc buildings arc alstt on the National Historic

Register.
Peoplc must livc in our historic trcasures, so guide-

lines lirr protection of old buildings have bcen established

by thc Secretary 01'the Intcri0r of the Unitcd States.

Owners of local historic landmark huildings recontly

were sent a brochure by thc City ol-Fttrest Grttvc cover-

ing those guidelines, in layman's language. lntcriors are

not regulated. It'you plan cxtcrior changcs olher than the

lirur exemptions listcd, your plans will bc rcviewed by

the Historic Landmarks Board. Our goal is to hclp you

"through the hoops" to mcot the guidclines which will

protect thc financial value o1 your distinguished building.

With thc bcst olintontions, whcn ownors nccded tcl

make exterior changes, somc peoplc did not think ahead

or havc appropriato advice on how to modify a building

compatiblc with its Original architccturc. Making so-

called "modern" changes becausc they are easily avail-

able can destroy the aesthetic and economic value t'rf a

historic building.
Infirrmation and advice is always available through

the Historic Landmarks Board of Forcst Grove. There

are many books, magazines, and other publicaticlns on

historic preservation. Keep your guidelines brochure for

easy reference. Ifyou did not receive one or need an-

other, call the Community Development Department at

359-3227.
* t t * * *

In this newsletter, we intend to identify resources and
address issues concerning hclmeowners with historic
houses. If you have any such questions or ideas, please
contact Martha Khourv. our newsletter editor.
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Meet the Board
Who are these people on the Forest Grove Historic

Landmarks Board? How did they get on the Board? And

why? Can I get on the Board?
There are usually seven members on the Board.

Currently the Board ha^s one vacancy. There are three

offlcers: Chair, vice-chair, and secretary.

Edwin Dey is the chairman. He has held this posi-

tion for most of the six years he has been on the Board.

He is a history instructor, having taught at Pacific

University, Portland State and Portland Community

College. He speaks quietly and with great conviction at

City Council meetings. If you need clarification of our

preservation ordinance, he's the one to a-sk.

Janet Lamb is the newly-elected vice-chair. She's

becn a member o1'the Board since 1992. Shc is linishing

her master's dcgree in art history with a specialization in

architectural history ttom the Univorsity of Oregon.

Janet lives in Olcl Town. She is extrcmely knowlcdgeablc

about housc structure, architecture, and history'

Barbara Smith is the newly-elccted secretary ol tho

Board. Hcr Old Tbwn rcsidencc is listed on the local

invcntory ol'cultural and historical landmarks' Shc has

becn on thc Board for over fivc years. As ctl-owner tll '

Your Tiavel lrlacc. and part-time dcaler of antiques in

two local antiquc malls, Barbara has a vosted interest in

presorving Forest Grove's hiskrry. Shc loves this town.

Her area of expcrtise is antiques and artifacls.

Gladys Haynes was one of the original membcrs of

the Board, ca. 1981. She has served as secretary, vice-

chairman. and chairman of the Board and is still an

Preserving Forest Grove is a quarterly newsletter lilr

owners of historic and culturally significant properties in

Forest Grove. The newsletter is published by the Historic
l-andmarks Boerd to help lulfill

its duty of public education
relating to historic and

cultural resource preser-

vation. If you would
like to be on the
mailing list, call
James Reitz,
3s9-3233.

active member. Gladys has combined her love of old
homes with her interest in people. She has a master's

degree in American Social and Cultural history. She was

very instrumental in identifying original owners of
historic homes, a process involving much research.

Contact Gladys with questions about local history.
Totri Nason has been a Board member since 1994.

She lives in Old Tirwn and is fascinated by Gladys'

stories which sound much like historical novels. Tobi

writes a newly-created column fbr the Ncws-Times called
"HouseTalk." Ttrbi's specialties arc oral history and

interior decoration.
Martha Khoury, the Board's newcst member, was

just appointed t0 fill one vacancy. Martha provides

marketing services fbr a living and has an avid interest in

aflernoon tea. Martha is coordinating the newslotter, so il-

you have any comments, suggestions, or topics fitr futurc

newslettors, let her know.
How does onc got on the Board'/ Simply apply.

When thcrc is a vacancy, the News-Timcs will announce

it. Applications can be obtaincd at City Hall on Council

Street. Applicants arc interviewcd by the City Council.

Requiremcnts? A strong dcsire ttt he on tho Board and a

demonstrated positi ve interest, competenco, or kntlwlcdge

of historic prcservation. Is it hard work'l Can bc. Is it

Iun'l Definitely.
The BozLrd is currently sceking applicants particu-

lzrly with expcrtise in architecture and/or historic
prcservation. Application fbrms are available liom City

Hall, the library, or by calling 3.59-323-5. Thc llnal day ttr

submit an application is May 17.
The Historic Landntarks Board meels monthly on the

firurth Tiresday al7:30 p.m. in the Rogors Room at the

library. Visitors are welcome, but plcase confirm with a

Board member.

The Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board

EdwinDey . . . . . . . . . .  . .357-1539

Gladys Haynes ......357 -9356

Martha Khoury ......351-7309

Janet Lamb 359-4814

Tobi Nason 357 -7091

Barbara Smith .......357-8552



P reserving Forest Crove

Friends of Historic Forest Grove
Friends of Historic Forest Grove is a non-profit

organization organized to :
O recognize National and State Historic Landmarks

and local cultural resources;

O enhance and promote the historic environment of

Forest Grove;
O educate the Friends members and the public in local

history.
In order to meet these goals Friends has published a

brochure of sites of historic interest within Forest Grove.

The brochure is available in many downtown businesses,

from the Chambcr of Commerce, or by cztlling Jo Morelli

at 357-0223 or Ginny Carlson aI 357-3967 .

The group presents monthly programs on a wide

range of topics rclated to Forest Grovc and thc region.

Their slide shows ol'historic Forest Grovo are vcry

popular and thcy usually schedule two each ycar. All

programs and mcctings are open to thc public and free <ll'

charge. Programs lbr private and civic groups within the

community can be schcduled upon requcst. Thc only

activity for which a donation is requested is home tours,
if one is not a member.

A quarterly newsletter describes program and
meeting schedules and other items of historic interest.
Annual memberships of $-5 are collected in May, the
beginning of the fiscal year.

To become a member, send $5 to Friends of Historic
Forest Grove, PO Box 123. Forest Grove. OR 97116, or

bring your $5 to the May 9 mecling.

Spring/Summer Calender

Annual Meeting;Thursday, May 9, 7:30 p.m.
Annual Meeting and elections at the United Church
of Christ. Following the business meeting, a pznel of

antique dealers to appraise any itcms you bring to
the meeting.

Spring Garden Tour; Saturday, .lune 1, l0 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Tbur will begin and cnd at the Main Street Bed and
Breakfast, 1803 Main Sffcct. Frec of charge.

Annual Picnic; Wednesday, July 10, 6:(X) p.m.

Held at I-aurel Ridgc Wincry. Bring a salad or
dessert. Friends will providc chicken and lemonadc.

Historic Landmarks Board
City of Forest Grove
PO Box 326
Forest Grove. OR 97 |  l6


