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The ol.d Stoge Stop at 2l l7 A Street

Forest Grove's Mobile History
Ry Wah Wentz

When we hear tl-re phrase "mobile home," we usually
tl 'r ink "trailer house." We generally don't think "beauti{ul,"
ancl we most certainly don't think "historic."

Yet manv of Forest (lrove's most imDressive historic
homes are or were-m()bile, because il-tey hrrr" been movecl
fiom the sites where tl'reir builders f.irst erected thern. Son-re
of the very olclest builclinpls in town have been moved, from
pioneer times down to the present day.

An example is the old "Stage Stop" at 2ll7 A Sffeet, shown
above. Built in 1859 at what is now the northeast corner of
2lst and A, atlout the turn of the century the clld stage stop
was moved two d<lrlrs down the street, to make room fbr a
randsorne new three-story horne in Transitional style-which

was itself torn down only a feu'years ago, to make rclom frlr
the little-used parking lot now occupf ng the site.

If not for sor.ne tl-rrif-tv resident of ninew vears aso wh<r
had the iclea of recycling' the old ,trg1. ,t,r1,, 'presen*t-dry
Forest (lrove would l-rave been the orlorer frrr one irnn<lrtant
h is tor ic  hui ld inc.

According to MaryJo Morell i of the Friends of Historic
Forest Grclve, the city has seen several major "spurts" of
house-moving, on both sides of t lre year 1900.

Sometimes a historic house picked up some new history
cfuring its move. At 1724 Ash street stands a larpJe, lovingly-
rnaintained Queen Anne dwelling, with the intricately cut
"EJinp;erbread" of that era carefully painted in contrastinE;
colors. But it was moved to its oresent location sometime
around 1905. You can tell the date because its old front
porch-the rnost fragile portion of the house-was lost in the
move. The present porch, insteacl of the delicate columns
and lacy fern-head brackets of the lll80s, has the massive
brick pil lars and thick. seuare beams of the Craftsman era.

Th-e house is a "hybrij," hut en impressive one.
Nowadays, pioneer houses are moved by well-trained

crews with specialized equipment-long steel support beams,
massive trailers, powerful trucks. Local traffic may be
disrupted for an hour or two, sometimes power lines have to
be temporarily moved, but when the dust clears the old
house is sitting on a new foundation in another location.

ft wasn't as easy in the old days.
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National Historic Preservation Week
By Cheryl Hunter

l t 's  that  t rme of  year  again . . .
We are celebratins National Historic Preservation Week.
For us at the Hist6ric Landmarks Board, every day is

about preservation-but each year for 2[3 years, the National
Trust for Historic Preservation sets aside one week to call
public attention to the history of our towns, homes and other
structures.

This year's Preservation Week theme, ('Protecting 
the

Irreplaceable," highlights tl're uniclue role that historic places
play in defining us as a nation. These places remind us of
where we came from, and help us understand and appreciate
the r ichness of  our  her i t  a ! re.

Historic places are essintial, hut they rre also frag;i le-ancl
once lost, they are gone forever.

Since Forest Clrove's begir"rninEJ as a farrning community
settled by missionaries-beginning with Alvin ancl Abigail
Srnith in l[343-rnany changes have transforrned the United
States,  and th is  communiry.

In the last century and a half, Forest (irove has seen the
founding of Pacific University, the Clreat Depression, the
growth of the logging industry, the beginning and end of
World War I, Worlcl War II ancl dre (lold War, ancl most
recendy the booming 1980s and '90s.

Along with these historic changes has come the growing
strength and maturity of the preservation rn()vernent-not
iust in Forest Grove. but tl-rroushout tlre nation.

Preservation is about ensnrins thlt our historic heritase-
the hui l t l ings,  neighborhoods rnt l  landscapes that  m:rke up
our rich legacy from the past-is kept alive.

Preservation Week encourases us to reaffirm our
commitment to saving the irreplaceable Iandlnarks that lend
permanence, beauty and character to our communities, and
to explore ways to spread the preservation message to new
audiences.

(Continued. on page 2)

James Casto
The Historic Landrnarks Board mourns with the

family of board memberJarnes Casto, who passed
away Saturday, March 13.

Armed with a degree in history and expertise in
genealogy, Jim was tmly an advocate not only for
historic houses, but for the people who lived in
them. He was a professional among his colleagues
and gave generously of his time and knowledge. We
are grateful to have enjoyed his cornpany.

(Continaed on page 2)
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National Historic Preservation Week
(Continuedfrom page 1)

The Week in Forest Groae
The celebration of Historic Preservation Week in Forest

Grove will besin with the awardins of the Eric Stewart
Award.

The Board will erect a banner celebratins Preservation
Week across the main street downtown.

The Friends of Historic Forest Grove and Historic
Landmarks Board will host an ooen house of our new
History Room. The city library will house displays depicting
area historv. and the Annual House Tour will orovide a close
look at the interiors of some of Forest Grove's more
impressive historic homes. See the boxed announcement for
dates, and watch the News-Times for more details.

Taking the house tour is a wonderful wav to see how
historic freservation helps keep our community a beautiful
place to live and work.

Tbe VVeek Nationwide
As part of this week-long celebration, cit izens nationwide

will be staging different events. Some of these include:
Washington, D.C.: a clean-up day at a building on the
National Register of Historic Places that is currently under
renovationl Peachtree City, Georgia: a cemetery tour and
clean-up; Springfield, I l l inois: a series of lectures, followed by
a trolley tour; Kansas City, Missouri: a free guided tour of
historic churches; Sornervil le, NewJersey: a judging of
recent renovations; and Bainbridge Island, Washington: a
rauided beach walk to view Indian petroglyphs.

We hope to see you at our own local event, the House
four. on Mav l -5.

Forest Grove's Mobile History
(Continued. from pnge 1 )

Movers had to snake thick wooden beams beneath the
floor joists of a house to be moved, then put "screw-jacks"
underneath and, hauling and straining on steel bars, turn the
jacks to l ift the house a bit at a tirne.

In fine weather, teams of draft horses rnight rnove the
house slowly over ternporary planking; in foul weather, they
rnight haul it over greased skids, just as huge logs were
moved bv ox-teams in the woods.

It rvas a slow and laborious business, either way.
Yet the "drayage" cornpanies at the turn ofthe century

were kept busy. Morelli can point out dozens of houses that
were moved from their orisinal sites. Lumber was cheaD.
vacent  lo ts  p lent i fu l ,  but  bui ld ing took t ime and money-so,
as new houses were added to the town plat, old ones were
moved around like pieces on a checkerboard-sometimes
given to newl)'wed offspring as the old folks built newer digs,
sometimes sold to a newcomer who lacked either time or
money to build new.

Anything that held out the rain had a value, and the
applicable building regrrlations rvere lenient.

As a result, you might say, some of Forest Grove's historic
eighborhoods have a distinctly checkered past, and many of

,cs old houses are far from home.
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ThouEes
Saturday, M^y 15, 1999

Noon to 4 p.m.
Cost :  $7.S0

Purchase tickets at Collections in
the Attic, beginning in early Muy

Co-sponsored by the Friends of
Historic Forest Grove and the

I  Historic Landmarks Board l l
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Forest Grove History Display
Thalia Stewart, widow of historian Eric Stewart, has

completecl a rnajor project, "Snapsh<lt Forest ()rove," a series
of l2 wall-rnolrnted boards. Each board clescribes a decacle of
the town's history, frorn 1840 to 1940, in one significant
photograph and 300 wclrds-descriptions, narrlt ive ()r quotes
fiom iournals-intended to "caDture the essence of that
decat lc . "  Thal i l  s : rvs.

Sponsored by the Friends of the Forest Grove Library, the
Historic Landrnarks Board and the Friends of Historic
Forest ()rove, the boards are intended to be a gift to the
architects who are designing the expansion of ihe Forest
Grove City Library.

Although Thalia provided the original conception of the
project, its completion involved a great many local people.

Megan Havens did the research for photographs and text.
Lynda Larson did the graphics work. Pepper Brown of
OreEJon Quick Print ciid the reproduction. Lucil le Robbie of
Etcetera Too-'fhe Frame Place did the tnourrtine. Patricia
Grass of Green Heron Press n.rade the gift box, and Pat
Edmonds made the rnarbled pcper to ct-,ver the box.

A duplicate set of history boards wil l be placed in the Eric
Stewart Collection, where it will be available to civic groups
for display and educational purposes.

The boards will be on displav in the new Forest Grove
History Room dur ing i ts  open hout . ,  May 15.

Open House of
Forest Grove History Room

Saturday, May 15, Noon td 4 p.m.
Room 311, Old First National Bank Building

(Northu est  corner  oF Main and Paci f ic)  
-
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Eric Stewart Award, 1999
By Mattha Khoury

Consratulations to Friends of Historic Forest Grove
:FHFG), recipient of this year's Eric Stewart Award.

Established in spring of 1996, the Eric Stewart Award is
presented during National Preservation Week to honor an
individual or organization that has shown outstanding
achievement in historic preservation in Forest Grovel

The recognition was awarded posthumously to Eric
Stewart ]n 1996.In 1997, it was presented to Gladvs FIavnes.
and in 1998 to MaryJo Morel l i .

The plaque representing the award is on display in the
Forest Grove City Library.

In addition to years ofdevoted service to historic
preservation and education in Forest Clrove, Friends of
Historic Forest Grove has worked particularlv hard this oast
year  to help create the F,r rcst  ( i rove History R, lom. To'
facil i tate that goal, FHFC] recendy accluired 501(c)(3) status
as a charitable, nonprofit r lrganization. This rneans all
clonations to FHFG and to the Historv Room are tax
deductible.

Friends of Historic Forest Clrove was orsanized in 1989
by a group of people who recognizetl the ,l i i t inct and
important place Forest Clrove has in the history of western
Oregon and the Tualatin Plain. This fundraising group was
organized to acquire brass plaques for local Nadonal Register
properties, since, at that t ime, fundraising was out of the
purview of the l{istoric Landrnarks Board.

Since then, FHFCI has also usecl enhancernent grant funds
to provide wood plaques fcrr properties on d-re locil fugister uf
Historic an,d Cultural Resourccs. nrimarilv those which have
,cen oDen lbr  torr r .

I he r.nrssron of the Friends of Historic Forest (ir<lve is to:
. Recognize national and state historic landrnarks and

local  cu ln i ra l  resources;
o Enhance and Dromote the histrlr ic environment of

Forest Grove; and'
. Educate members and other l iroups in areas of historic

interest.
'Iil 

further this rnission. FHF(] works to clocurnent the

This p'ublication receiues J-ede'ral fi'nuncinl asista'nrc fbr the
iden.tifcatio'n and protection of historic prlpenier. Under Title Vl
of  tha Cia i l  Rights Act  of  1964 and Sect io 'n 501 of  the
Rehabilitution Act oJ' 1973, the U.S. Dapartm.ent of'the Interior
prohibits discri'm.ination on the basis of ruce, cohr, age, natilnal
origin, sex, or brmdicap in its Jederally assisted programs. If yo'u
belieae yo'u baae been discrim.inuted ugai'n,st in any program, octiu-
ity or facility operated by a recipient oflbderul assistance, o'r iJ'you
desire further inform.ation, I)leilse write to: Office for Equal
Opponunity, L).5. Department oJ'the In.terior, PO Box 37127,
Washin gton, D.C. 200 1 3.

The actiuity that is the s'ubject of this p'ublication has been

finunced in part with federal funds from the National Park
Seruice, U.S. Depanment of the Interior, as proaided though the
Oregon State Historic Preseruation Ofice. Howeuer, the clntents
and opinions expressed berein do n.ot necessarily reJlect tbe aiews or
nolicies of the Departm,ent of tbe Interior, nor does the mention of
my trade names 01" commercial products constitute endorsement or
recommen.dation by the U.S. Department of the Interior.

rich history ofthe area by collecting photographs and oral
and written history. These resources are used to prepare
programs, and are made accessible to the public for research
purposes.

With a current membership of 1-50, FHFG presents
educational programs, including slide shows, lectures, and
photo exhibits, to schools and clubs. FHFG has sponsored a
needlework show, tours of historic houses, fashion shows and
annual events, including the spring garden tour and holiday
parlor tour.

If you are interested in membership in Friends of Historic
Forest Grove, please call 992-1280.

Grant Funds Still Available
For Home Restoration Projects

The Historic Landrnarks Board has a $i7,000 budset for
Renovation Grants for historic buildinss in Forest Grove in
the coming fiscel ye:rr.

Persons ownins a historic buildins on which external
repairs are needed--such as paint, windows, roof or
stmctural 1ss16r-2116n-rnay apply fbr a grant of up to $1,000
to be appl ied to those repr i rs .

To qualifu, the repairs nlust not visually irnpair the
historic appearance of the building. All grants must be
approved by the Historic Landrnarks Boar<l.

For information on obtaining Renovation (irants, contact
James Reitz at359-3231 , or attencl the monthly meeting of
the Historic Landmarks Boarcl in the City Library, beginning
at 7 D.rn.

The next two meetinlls wil l be May 26 and June 29.
At the rneeting of April 27, grants were awarded for

repairs on several histclric Forest (lrove buildings, including
the Hines House ^t 1604 Birch Street, the CongrepJational
Parsonage at2125 lSth Avenue, the Fortner House ̂ t2328
l flth Avenue, and the Masonic Lodse at 2029 Main Street.

The Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board

lT:l":::lI llltl ;h;;;ril;;;.#l;i.'"?l
Martha Khoury, secretary...... ....357 -7309

khoury@ipinc.net

*:'::::rir::::::l: ;;;;;@;i;Iii,,li"9,l
*:T*:::'iIIlT : : : : ;;r;@;;i!Jl,;1Jll,
Presensing Forest Groae is a quarterly newsletter
published by the Historic Landmarks Board to help
fulfill its duty of public education regarding the
preservation ofcultural resources. Ifyou would like
to be on the mailing list, please call James Reitz at
359-3233.



4 Preserving Forest Grove

Galendar of Goming Events
Historic Preservation League of Oregon

"What Makes a Historic Neighborhood?"
Lecture by Virginia McAlester

Tuesday,  May 11,  7:30 p.m.
Warner-Pacific College, CM lt Building, 2219 SE 68th

Admission: $10 HPLO members, $15 non-members

Tour of Historic Homes
Sponsored by Friends of Historic Forest Grove

Saturday, May 15, Noon to 4 p.-.
Tickets: $7.50 at Collections in the Attic

Open House of Forest Grove History Room
Sponsored by Historic Landmarks Board

and Friends of Historic Forest Grove
Saturday, May 1-5, Noon to 4 p.m.

Room J 1 1, Olcl First National Bank Building
(Northwest corner of Main and Pacific)

Achnission free

"'I'hru the Garden Gatett
A Tour of Ten (lottase (iarclens in Olcl Town
Snonsored bv Friends-of Historic Forest (irove' 

Saturciay,-June 5, 10 a.rn. to 2 p.m.
Tickets: $-5 at the corner of l Tth and Birch Streets

Parking at the United Methodist Church

/ou are lruaitef to Attenf
tfu grwentation of tfu
Eric Q. Steraart Awarf

for I[istoric lPrw era ation
to

friends of I{istoric
forwt Qroue

forut Qroae City Counri[
Meeting

Monfay,, Moy 1-0, L999, 7 p.*,
Litfrt U gower Aufitoium

1818 ts Street

Historic Landmarks Board
City of Forest Grove
PO Box 326
Forest Grove, OR 971 16
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