
Forest Grove Historic Resource

Naylor's Addition was recorded along with the original town plat in 1872.  Four of its ten blocks were full-sized with dimensions of 
400 feet square and divided into four equal parts.  These 200' by 200' lots sold quickly, often to speculators, and over time were 
partitioned off into smaller, irregularly shaped lots.  By 1912 the area had been partially developed, particularly on the east, with the 
construction of one- and two-story houses and their accompanying outbuildings.

Roy A. and Iva P. McCurdy purchased this property in 1932 and, according to the 1983 survey, built the house shortly thereafter 
for $8,000.  Mr. McCurdy owned a tavern in Forest Grove and died sometime before Iva sold the house in 1979.  

This house is an example of the English Cottage style, one of several period styles revived between 1910 and 1935 in Oregon.  
These historic styles were typically utilized by European trained architects for well-to-do clients but soon became accessible for use 
in more modest dwellings, thanks to technological advances after World War I.  The English Cottage style was a traditional 
inspiration for domestic architecture and promoted asymmetry, the use of rustic materials, and a romantic feeling.

The McCurdy house is constructed of clinker brick and stone, materials not typically used in most Forest Grove houses.  The rolled 
shingle roof conveys the appearance of thatch while the round turret roof above the main entrance contributes to the house's 
picturesque character.  Other contributing features include the leaded glass windows, the unusual brick and red stone chimneys, 
and arched entrances.  The house is in good condition and is virtually intact.  It is of a style not commonly seen in Forest Grove, 
thus contributing to its significance.

Sources:
"Washington County Cultural Resource Inventory," recorded by Carolyn Buan, August 1983
Peter J. Edwards, "Forest Grove: A Historic Context," 1993
Washington County title and assessment records
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912
US Dept of Agriculture aerial maps, 1936 (4738) and 1948 (DFR-3D-183)
Forest Grove Street Surface Map, prepared by Oregon State Highway Department, 1939
Virginia and Lee McAlester, "A Field Guide to American Houses," 1984
Rosalind Clark, "Architecture, Oregon Style," 1983

2038 B St  -  Roy A. and Iva P. McCurdy House
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